
THE NEW OREGON TRAIL
Mission:  The Society promotes professional and personal growth of  
                 women educators and excellence in education. 
Vision:     Leading women educators, impacting education worldwide.

Vol. 47, No. 4            Winter Edition              January 15, 2023

Mark your calendars today! Set aside dollars for registration and lodging! Spiff up your convention clothes!

The Oregon State Organization 2023 Convention is coming soon.
When?  April 28-30, 2023
  Friday afternoon and evening through Sunday noon. 

Where? Independence, Oregon (just outside Salem 10 miles +/- to the west)
  Independence Hotel, 201 Osprey Lane 

Who?  You! And invite your colleagues to come along. 
 
What?  Delectable dining. Lovely setting. Keynote speaker(s). Bountiful baskets to win. Workshops. Gifts  
  and goodies for you and your family/friends from the Unique Boutique. Election and installation  
  of state officers and committees. Friends to greet. New friends to meet.  

Why?  Inspiration.  Education.  Networking.  Laughter.  Fun and food. Recognition. Remembrance. 

How?  Easiest by car, but you could fly to Salem and drive from there. Salem has a train station, so  
  that’s an option.  Come with friends and plan what your chapter will do for 2023-24 as you  
  travel to and from Independence.

Details and forms will be in the February 25th edition of The New Oregon Trail, and we’ll try to keep the website 
coordinated so you can do things online. Two forms are included here.  See pages 3-4.

ROCK 

THE DKG 

BLOCK

2023!!

REGISTER NOW FOR CONVENTION!
Online:  Go to https://theindependencehotel.com/  Click the white BOOK NOW tab at the 
top right corner  of the website. Insert your information into the pop up box, then click the 
bar for SEARCH FOR AVAILABILITY.  Select your room.  
OR  Call 503-837-0200 and ask for the OSO State Convention rate. 
Our code is DKG23 for the promo code box.
The dates are April 28 (check in) through April 30 (check out).
Double Queens:  $169 per night.

DKG has a block of rooms reserved for members and guests. Each room reserved helps us 
to discount the cost of meeting rooms and use of the facilities. We count on our members to 
help us “Rock the Block” in 2023.
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2021-23 PRESIDENT
Brenda Jensen / Alpha 2

Happy 2023! 
You know, I was looking in the rearview mirror at my 2022 
year. With heartaches (losing my 97-year-old father), my happy 
moments (cruising through Alaska), a move to a new house, 
and my successes,  I have accomplished much and have had a 
productive year.
Now is the time to look forward to 2023:  another cruise, the 
work that needs to be done, and the downhill slope of my bien-
nium. This is the time for each of us to consider “What can we 
do?” for DKG International, our own Oregon State Organiza-
tion, and/or our own chapters. 
We are all leaders, and we all qualify for international offic-
es and committees. The same goes for our state organization! 
2023 will see a change in the state’s leadership, so this is the 
time to speak up, stand up, and get involved in leadership roles. 
It doesn’t need to be an office but can include joining a com-
mittee. If not the state, then remember that your chapter always 
needs leaders. Help your current officers and committee chairs 
and stand behind them to make the decisions that best meet 
your chapter’s needs and help it grow stronger. 
As Oregon State Organization President, I have really grasped 
the feeling of sisterhood. Despite all our differences, we all 
see the need to serve our communities, schools, and our fellow 
men and women in education and beyond.
Have a great year! I appreciate each one of you for your ser-
vice and friendship.
Brenda Jensen

2021 - 20232021 - 2023
OREGON STATE  

ORGANIZATIION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ideas? Questions? Contact us!

 President Brenda Jensen 
 17301  S. Poe Valley Rd. 
 Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
 541-892-5243 
 bcjdkg@gmail.com

Vice President Bonita Fillmore                         
 1803 Lancaster Ave. 
 Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
 (541) 884-2374 
 bfillmore55@gmail.com

Secretary Kate Kelleher 
 1100 N. Meridian St., Apt. 20 
 Newberg, OR 97132-1186  
 503-913-8970 
 katekelleher4@gmail.com

Treasurer Vickie Jackson 
 235 S.E. C St. 
 Madras, OR 97741=1732 
 dandvjackson@gmail.com 
 541-475-7252

Immediate Past President  
 Darlene Cook  
 11803 N.E.124th Ave., #C22 
 Vancouver, WA 98682 
 (541) 331-3282 
 dcook.dkg@gmail.com

Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis          
 16730 SW Jordan Way 
 Tigard, OR 97224 
 (503) 639-7050 
 nancyjolewis@gmail.com

Editor Marie Mueller 
                6156 Rolletti Dr., S.E. 
 Salem, OR 97306-2890 
 503-990-7645 
 cwmueller33@gmail.com

Webmaster Grace Pitzer 
 17555 Gleason, #206 
 Lake Oswego, OR 97034-5204 
 (503) 908-0069--home 
 (503) 709-2689--cel 
 gcpitzer@comcast.net
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JOIN THE GALA ART EVENT:  THE ARTSY TRIFECTA 
 
A fun project, resulting in a gala art event is being planned for our OSO/ DKG Spring Convention.  
 
Introducing the “Artsy Trifecta”: This first communication is an invitation for our DKG artists and friends . . .  We are 
looking for volunteer artists to add their creative touches via paintings or mixed media collages. It doesn’t matter if you 
are a shy hobbyist or a professional artist, everyone can participate. 
 
This collaborative art project will involve three different artists working on separate thirds of one canvas that will be 
passed around the state. They will not see what the other collaborators have done and will not know who they were 
teamed with until the unveiling event on Friday, April 28, at convention. 

1. The first artist will start at the top with a “head.” When finished, that section will be covered with only two inches 
showing for the second artist to see. With our committee’s help, each canvas will be passed on to the next artist. 

2. The second artist will add the “torso” to our imaginary character. Likewise, when the second section is painted, it 
will all be covered again, except for the lower two inches for the third artist to see.  

3. The third artist will finish the canvas with a representation of the “feet.’  

The “head, torso and feet” are vague suggestions. Your artwork can represent a human, animal, botanical, robot, or an 
imaginary figure! We are encouraging experimentation. As artists, you will be creating and probing the nature of 
collaboration, partnership, and unfettered artistic genius! It is meant to be fun! 

        

Artists: Jayden Emery, Adina Barugalo, Cori Emery 
 
 
You may have done this activity with your students or may remember doing this as a child on folded paper. There is a 
history about this process:  In1925, Surrealist artists in Paris played the game Exquisite Corpse to stimulate creativity 
through collaboration. Players would contribute to a drawing of a figure without seeing what the others had done. Like a 
game of Telephone where words got jumbled, the images became stranger and more imaginative with each player’s 
addition.  

We are calling our project the “The Artsy Trifecta.” We have canvasses ready for the first volunteers to begin! Please 
contact Dana Murphy (mudspud1@gmail.com or 503-308-3477) for more information and to join in this collaborative 
project.  
.  

 

Credits to Exquisite Corpse Project/ Parksville, B.C. Canada  
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US FORUM IDENTIFIES 
ISSUES

The purpose of the US Forum is to 
address significant issues affecting 
women, children, and education upon 
which our US DKG members may 
take action. During the 2022-2024 
biennium, the primary focus of the 
Forum is the mental health resolution: 
Recognizing Mental Health Issues 
for Educational Staff and Providing 
Support Services. This resolution 
was initiated by the Washington State 
Organization and was adopted at the 
US Forum Session at the 2022 Inter-
national Conference in New Orleans.

The key components addressed in the 
resolution are:

1. To educate members on the 
issues and needs related to 
mental health for educational 
staff through study, workshops, 
and other avenues

2. To inform members of current 
legislation related to mental 
health services for  educators so 
that they may take appropriate ac-
tions including to initiate, endorse 
and support desirable legislation 

3. To promote de-stigmatization of 
mental illness through dissemina-
tion of information on successful 
school-based treatment programs, 
supports and other resources

4. To engage in a wide range of 
activities that demonstrate emo-
tional support for educators

Other issues for the biennium were 
determined by a survey sent to our 
US members last fall. 2754 members 
from all four US regions completed 
the on-line survey. Rising to the top of 
member concerns were the following:

• Safety from Gun Violence in 
Schools and Communities

• Poverty/Homelessness/Food 
Insecurity

• Working Conditions/Recruitment 
and Retention of Staff

• Censorship of Speech/Material/
Books 

• Bullying and Cyberbullying

• Social Media and Its Impacts on 
Mental Health

The mission of the US Forum is to 
serve the interests and concerns of 
its members through sharing ideas 
and exploring solutions to the specif-
ic issues identified by its members. 
All members residing in the United 
States are members of the US Fo-
rum. Take action and get involved! 
Make plans to join upcoming Forum 
webinars and a Forum Session at one 
of the International Conferences this 
summer! Save the date and attend the 
National Legislative Seminar in Wash-
ington, DC, area March 10-13, 2024!

CHECK OUT  
US FORUM RESOURCES            

• The Website:    
https://dkgusforum.org/home

• The US Forum Group Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2269724846587657 

• The US Forum Business Page:    
https://www.facebook.com/
DKG.US.Forum  

National Legislative Seminar (NLS)

March 10-13, 2024
Washington D.C.

Save the Date!

Did you know?

The Forum offers webinars and 
other training opportunities.  
Check their webpages for details 
and items of particular interest to 
you and your chapter.

NLS
in

2024!
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LAMBDA MEMBER WINS IN BEST TEACHER CATEGORY

Submitted by Christine Luehring

This was posted on the Eugene Schools, Dst. 4J,  
Facebook page.

Congratulations to Clair Wiles—second place winner in Eugene Weekly’s Best 
of Eugene / Best Teacher category! Clair teaches social studies and AVID at North Eugene 
High School.  Comments from students and friends follow. 

• Anthony Grossnicklaus: Congrats, Clair!!! But you deserved first. I have never met a 
more giving educator. You give to your students, your country, and at home. You truly are special. Keep up the 
good work.

• Alexis Foster: Truly the best teacher ever. I’m unsure if she remembers me but I’ll never forget her. My freshmen 
or sophomore year she told our entire class she was setting us all up for success— so that we didn’t have to ever 
go down the street (at the time) to the Aaron’s rent to own furniture store and pay 5x the amount for something 
over the time due to the interest/payments. It’ll never leave my brain. She was a wonderful teacher. Very kind, 
caring but also stern and to the point. She truly cares about her students and wants nothing but the best for them 
and for them to set themselves up to live a comfortable life. She deserves this!

• Amanda Harris: Wow! She was my social studies teacher 15 years ago. She had gone over seas (serving in Iraq) 
during my time there. She was also the one who assigned me the first book I fell in love with Night by Elie  
Wiesel.

ARF GRANT SUPPORTS LITERACY & HISTORY PROJECT 

The Pilcrow Foundation, run by Dr. Karren Timmermans, Lambda Co-President, will use the funds to 
purchase hardcover copies of R is for Rosie. The Rosies, who supported the World War II effort, are 
aging, and it is important for their legacy and work to be a part of children’s literacy. Who did industri-
al jobs when the men were at war around the world? Women did. Long before “STEM” became part of 
educational jargon, thousands of able women work in skilled positions in construction and welding and, of 
course, riveting.  Know as “Rosie the Riveters,” these women were  vital to the war effort.

These books will be ‘bonus’ books for the rural public libraries and be-
come a part of each library’s permanent collection. Each book will have 
a bookplate and include a line acknowledging the Alpha Rho Founda-
tion. 

As Dr. Timmermanns wrote:  “I am requesting $1,000. At the retail 
price, this will allow me to purchase 50 books to send to libraries across 
the country. I will contact the publisher for a bulk purchase discount. 
If a discount is offered, I will purchase up to $1,000 worth of books. In 
my report to ARF upon conclusion of the grant, I will include details 
about libraries that received the books and how many were distributed. I 
expect the project this grant will fund to conclude by June 2023.”

 
LAMBDA

MEMBER

CELEBRATED

 
LAMBDA
MEMBERCELEBRATED
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CHI MEMBER HEADED 
TO FINLAND!

The final 2022 scholarship was 
awarded to Jo Strom Lane, 

Chi, for her 
planned atten-
dance at the 
International 
Conference in 
Tampere, Fin-
land, this July. 
She received 
$2,500 from the 
Personal En-

richment Commemorative Fund. Jo 
teaches theater arts at Roosevelt High 
School in Portland and has been an 
active member of Chi Chapter since 
2017. In 2001, she organized some of 
her high school students to provide 
entertainment for the International 
Conference in Portland. She continues 
to take an active role in programs and 
leadership in Chi Chapter. 

Jo explained clearly what she hopes 
to gain from this trip: “The Finnish 
school system is one of the most 
revered in the world. I’ve longed to 
travel to Finland for decades, visit at 
least one school, and absorb knowl-
edge about the approach to education 
that has transformed the country and 
impacted the world. I have so many 
questions to ask! 
• In what ways has Finland invested 

in education unprecedented in oth-
er countries? 

• How has the framework impacted 
other facets of Finnish life? 

• What lessons have been learned? 
• What unintended consequences 

have surfaced in the years of im-
plementation? 

• How have the arts, in particular 
theatre, played a role in this trans-
formation?”

She pointed out, “This DKG confer-
ence takes place in one of the incredi-
ble cultural gems of Finland, the city 

of Tampere. I can’t imagine a better 
opportunity to learn about, experience, 
and immerse myself in educational 
change than in Finland, and this con-
ference provides the perfect oppor-
tunity. To witness the scale in which 
Finland created an intentional educa-
tional revolution would be remarkable 
and I would savor every moment.” Jo 
has “. . . already made contact with 
several individuals who live and work 
in Finland, so that I might secure ad-
ditional time outside of the conference 
to meet with educators in the area both 
in an urban setting (Tampere) and 
rural setting (Esse).”

How will Jo use this experience?  
“It is my hope that what I learn will 
empower me, and I can apply this 
knowledge within my school district 
where I sit on the Curriculum Adop-
tion Committee, Master of Arts Edu-
cation Planning Committee, and work 
with both school and district levels, 
hoping to influence change for the 
benefit of students. And, of course, I 
plan to use my new knowledge in my 
own theatre arts classroom!”

BETA BETA ANNOUNCES 
NEILSEN SCHOLARSHIP  

RECIPIENTS 
At the January 9, 2023, meeting, 
the Beta Beta Educational Foun-
dation announced recipients of 
the Margaret Nielsen Financial 
awards: 

Karli Bedard from EOU (Eastern 
Oregon University) received an 
award of $2,000. She is majoring 
in Multidisciplinary Studies with 
a minor in ESOL and, after grad-
uation, plans to earn a master’s 
degree in Elementary Education.

Isabelle (Izzy) Rice, a senior from 
the University of Oregon, received 
an award of $2,000. She enrolled 
in the UOTeach program and will 
complete her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees there. 

Continued on next page >>



Page 7The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of the  
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for Key Women Educators.  Marie Mueller, editor

Lindsey Smith, a student at Lewis 
and Clark College, received an 
award of $2,000. As valedictorian 
from Crescent Valley High School 
in Corvallis, she received a schol-
arship to Macalester College in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where she 
focused on global citizenship, and 
enjoyed a semester in Granada, 
Spain, and grew immensely as a 
critical thinker, writer, and leader. 

 

Paulette Bohan, a junior at Lin-
field College, received an award 
of $1,500. She will graduate in 
May 2023 with an initial teaching 
license and a B.S. in Mathematics 
and Secondary Education. Paulette 
is a first-generation college student 
whose parents immigrated from 
Guatemala to Corvallis.

Cambree Scott, a senior from 
Eastern Oregon University, also 
received an award of $1,500. She 
is a dual major in Multidisciplinary 
Studies in Early Childhood Educa-
tion and has completed coursework 
for the ESOL (English to Speakers 
of Other Languages) certificate. 
She will finish her Master of Arts 
in Teaching (MAT) program at 
Eastern Oregon University and 
plans to graduate in spring 2023.

 
From International DKG

Here’s an opportunity to share your artistic skills  
with viewers around the world.  

Next deadline:  February  15, 2023.

Consider submitting YOUR work this year.
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CHAPTER CHATTER 

District 1

Zeta (Union County): The past few 
months have been a time of joy and  
of sorrow for Zeta Chapter.

Dana Musgrove hold the many string 
that show connections made by CASA 
kids. The wall decorations are from 

members Monica Boucher’s 5th Grade 
class.

We have had some terrific programs. 
These include Sharon Hohstadt shar-
ing some Zeta Chapter history and 
a delightful visit by OSO President 
Brenda Jensen. We had an interactive 
program presented by CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates for 
children) showing what connections 
a child in crisis might make and how 
easily they can be or are broken. In 
December, a local family came to our 
meeting and sang Christmas carols. 
We all participated in singing “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas.”  Mem-
bers donated items used to make 
Christmas baskets to an assisted 
living facility as part of a community 
service project.

Sorrow came from the loss of two 
long-time DKG members, Nancy 

Garrett and Karen Spencer. In addi-
tion, the husband of a Zeta member 
passed away. 

Recruitment, especially of younger 
women is one of Zeta’s areas of re-
vitalization. We anticipate inducting 
four new members in February. Two 
of these are collegiate  members and 
two are experienced teachers. Zeta is 
looking forward to a “revitalizing”  
2023!

 Iota (Umatilla & Morrow Cos.):

Pictured above. Karen Spencer (née 
Kerr), MEd., was born on November 
13, 1945, in Medford, Oregon, grad-
uating from Oregon State University 
in 1967 in Education. She preferred 
1stgrade (Bend,  23 years) and later 
served as a Youth Development 
consultant for the Oregon Dept. of 
Education. Joined Sigma 1980, Beta 
Theta (President), Signa, then Zeta 
in 2021.  OR Exapnsison comm. OR 
Leadership Comm, OR Nominations 
Comm  Karen was a gifted teacher, 
well-loved by her students, families, 
and colleagues. 

District 2

Alpha (Klamath Co.):  In Septem-
ber, Jennifer Cole, an Alpha member, 
discussed mentoring new teachers 
within the Klamath County School 
District. October celebrations for 
Halloween were at Brenda Jensen’s 
new home, and in November, Alpha 
celebrated its 81st birthday with 
cupcakes.

In December, Judy Brimmer hosted 
our Christmas energizer in her beau-
tiful home. With a good breakfast in 
our tummies, we certainly energized 
ourselves with expert dance instruc-
tors. They danced us through various 

country style dances. Hee Haw!

 
Omega (Josephine/Jackson Cos.): 

OMEGA LEARNS ABOUT  
LOCAL FOUNDATION  
 
The Redwood Foundation for Educa-
tion (RFE) provides scholarships and 
grants to students in schools through-
out Southern Oregon. Awards are 
based on demonstrated leadership, 
co-curricular activities, academics, 
and need. They are funded by dona-
tions from individuals, businesses, 
service clubs, and school alumni. 
Students from Josephine, Jackson, 
and Douglas Counties are within 
the service area. Omega members 
were interested in what services are 
provided to students and what area 
was served.

Sylvia Marr (photo above), RFE 
administrative assistant from Grants 
Pass, presented to Omega at our  
Nov. 15, meeting. Founded in 1964 
as the “Josephine County Education-
al Fund, Inc. (JCEF),” after more 
than five decades of growth, JCEF 
changed its name this year to better 
recognize its expanded service area 
and scope. Today, the newly named 
Redwood Foundation for Education 
manages 250 individual funds and 
more than $8 million in assets. In 
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2020, they awarded $574,050 in 
scholarships, $86,000 in grants and 
invested $37,000 in projects through-
out Josephine County and Southern 
Oregon. 

District 3

Lambda (Lane Co.):  See our  
article under Recognizing  
Members, page 10,

Fifteen Lambda members celebrat-
ed the winter holidays together by 
having a party with several games on 
Dec. 10. It was organized by Cecelia 
Brands at Camelot Village. Fun and 
fellowship were the goals for the day. 
Cecelia came up with a variety of 
activities that inspired participation 
by all in attendance.

Jodi Emmons, Bev Emmons, and Gua-
dalupe Jones wait for instructions for 
the next game at the holiday party.

Clair Wiles, Karren Timmermans,, and 
Marj Maxwell listen as Cecelia Brands 
explains one of the games. 

Members donated clothing, blankets, 
personal hygiene items, gift cards 
(for prescriptions), and more for Ho-
sea Youth Services (HYS) in Eugene. 
HYS seeks to provide a safe place 
to meet basic needs of homeless and 
at-risk youth ages 16 - 24 and offers 
hope, friendship, referral services, 

encouragement, some financial sup-
port, and spiritual encouragement for 
those interested.

Our January Zoom program will fea-
ture Ben Brock, Programs & Commu-
nications Director for TransPonder, 
a nonprofit organization in Eugene 
which provides support, resources, 
and education for the trans-gender-di-
verse community and allies. We will 
learn about their mission, programs, 
resources, and demographics. Basic 
terminology and definitions, language 
usage and overall awareness will help 
us be supportive of our trans and other 
LGBTQAI2+ identifying students and 
colleagues. 

February we meet in person again, 
with a program about Scams, Identity 
Theft, and Fraud. Steven Chambers 
from the Eugene Police Department’s 
Community Engagement Team will 
speak. He will give us direction on 
how to prevent being victims of these 
crimes. Residents of Camelot Village 
(where we will meet) will be invited 
to join us for this program. 
 
Sigma (Bend, Redmond, Central 
Oregon):  In December, Sigma 
members activated their creative side. 
Laurie Sensibaugh brought a vari-
ety of rocks. Members selected their 
favorite size and shape, then added 
holiday-oriented designs.

   District 5

Alpha Epsilon (Salem area): No-
vember was fun! We met at Salem for 
Refugees to tour their new facility, 
meet new staff, and hear a presenta-
tion on how this group coordinates 
with others to help the official (gov-
ernment-determined) refugees who 

are assigned to this area. In case you 
are unaware, Salem has a large Slavic 
population, so many fleeing the chaos 
in Ukraine find sponsors and friends 
here. Our chapter is deciding the level 
of support and participation we can 
provide to our newest residents.

Our Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
project in cooperation with the Mari-
on/Polk Early Learning Hub has 867 
students registered (1/2/23) out of an 
anticipated 900 goal by August. Think 
we might make that goal

In literacy news, Salem Health’s Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit sent a lovely 
thank you for our contribution of 70+ 
books that parents can read to their ba-
bies. Research has shown that reading 
to a child while holding the child on 
the parent’s chest will help to make 
up for not hearing the parent’s voice 
during the last trimester before birth—
and it also assists with parent-child 
bonding. 

Chapter members are also donating 
books to the third-grade class of an 
early-career educator at Yoshikai Ele-
mentary. Our first contributions were 
gathered at the Christmas dinner. Our 
goal is 70 books suitable for a variety 
of reading levels within the third-
grade class. The new literacy project 
is in honor of Mary Lynn Morgan, a 
former member who died last summer 
at age 70.

Psi (Hillsboro, Beaverton & Wash-
ington Co.):  Psi is starting 2023 by 
preparing for our first meet & greet 
with working educators. On January 
21 from 9:30-11:30 we will host a 
brunch for active teachers, chapter 
presidents and state officers. A Time 
for You is designed to recognize 
the burnout our teachers are experi-
encing and provide a relaxing morn-
ing of food and fun, while making 
connections with potential candidates. 
Three local schools have been invited 
(seats are limited). Our guest speaker 
is Darolyn Wiley from Villages With-
out Walls. She will present on Empow-
ering Independence as We Age in our 
Homes. It centers on how families can 
join and /or volunteer to help adults 
age in their homes and give support to 
families to reduce stress while enrich-
ing lives of aging loved ones. Door 
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prizes and make & take foot scrubs 
will add to the fun. 

Chapter presidents who wish to 
reserve a seat, please email judy_
forsberg@yahoo.com Co-President 
Judy Forsberg.

Psi is plans to send the new DKG 
postcards to candidates this month. 
We thank all who contributed to the 
design and information to put the 
highlights of our Society, all the great 
benefits, and work we do right at our 
fingertips for easy reference.

Please circle Saturday, March 4, 
2023, on your calendars! The annual 
Taste of Tanzania will be held at the 
Spirit of Grace Community Center in 
Beaverton, Oregon.. See the flyer on 
page 12 with all the details!

Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sher-
wood): See articles, pages 11-12 
and page 18.

District 6

Chi (Clackamas):  Chi Chapter 
celebrated the holiday season with 
their annual dinner/donation event. 
Members brought cookies and as-
sembled seven gift boxes of cookies 
for those members who were not able 
to attend. Cards were also sent. The 
food was good, and the sharing of a 
family tradition caused us to realize 
what diversity there was during our 
growing up years. 

A true highlight of the evening’s 
events was the gathering of the 
donations for the Wichita Family 
Center. Wichita is an old school that 
was converted into a family center. It 
is open to any family with students 
enrolled in the North Clackamas 
School District who need services of 
about any description. Chi gathered 
winter coats, personal hygiene items 
and cash which were delivered to the 
center. It was truly a time of sharing 
and fellowship.

Hi from Chi Chapter!

Beta Gamma’s OKTOBER FEST Participants (below)

Beta Gamma (Canby/Molalla):     
Beta Gamma Chapter met October 
20th at the  beautiful home of Sharon 
Schneider. The menu was “Oktober-
fest” with sausages (both chicken and 
regular bratwurst), Ardeth’s crockpot 
sauerkraut, Sharon’s  German pota-
to salad, Doris’ homemade schnit-
zel, plus delicious sides of salads and 
desserts .

A special presenter visited us – Mar-
tha Washington (aka Kay Huston) who 
shared the history of George and Mar-
tha Washington. Very interesting...

George was a tall man—6-foot-plus, 
and it was a prearranged marriage af-
ter the death of Martha’s first husband.

We had an interesting and short 
meeting. We welcomed some spe-
cial guests:  State President, Brenda 
Jensen, State Vice President, Bonita 
Fillmore, plus immediate Past State 
President, Darlene Cook, along with 
ten Beta Gamma sisters. It was a 
lovely fall meeting enjoyed by all! Uff 
Da!!! 
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Alpha Pi (Clackamas Co.): In Octo-
ber, our Scholarship Support Commit-
tee planned our first in-home meeting 
since 2020 at Theresa Taylor’s beauti-
ful home where we gathered to renew 
our friendships and celebrate being to-
gether again in person! Again, each of 
us we took time to “catch up” as well 
as discuss how we are supporting the 
two active teachers and a superinten-
dent in our chapter. We voted to give 
each one money to go toward their 
classrooms and teaching materials/
books/special projects. Theresa, who 
volunteered again to be our trusted 
treasurer for the next two years, made 
these funds possible, on behalf of her 
aunt ( a DKG member), who designat-
ed money from her will to go to our 
scholarship fund. 

Another way we have been support-
ing our active teachers and superin-
tendent (Tracy, Sandy, Cathy) is to 
deliver “treat baskets” three or four 
times a year to them at their respective 
schools. Sue Swanson, chairperson of 
the Membership Committee, has vol-
unteered yet another year to do these 
deliveries, and our working members 
have been delighted and grateful for 
these surprise treats and the support!

Our next meeting, planned by our Ed-
ucation Support Committee, will be in 
late January, when we’ll meet at The 
Spaghetti Factory for dinner. In ad-
vance, we have been asked to think of 
a memorable teaching experience/mo-
ment to share with our fellow-mem-
bers at this gathering. Between us all, 
we ought to have some interesting and 
humorous stories to tell!! Our Global 
Support and Arts and Creativity com-
mittees are planning programs for our 
spring meetings.

District 5 
 continued from previous page

Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sher-
wood): 
 FILLING LOCAL NEEDS

In November, Beta Beta Chapter held 
their annual auctions—silent and oral. 
Thanks to overwhelming chapter and 

community support ,the chapter was able to raise 
$7,500 to put back into our local schools. 
Nancy Lewis (below) served as our auctioneer and 
co-hosted the luncheon.  

Auction committee chair Barb Becker (right) kept  
bid data in order.

In December we held our yearly lasagna dinner 
fundraiser combined with “charity bingo” to col-
lect food and personal hygiene items for Bethle-
hem House of Bread (BHOB). It was a deliciously 
fun evening, playing bingo with the donated 
items. Our sister elves ran around handing out 
candy canes to the Bingo winners. We packed 
the BHOB truck with our donations! Our holiday 
festivities continued with the Bartniks’ Christ-
mas Open House. 
They decorate their 
home, with every 
room decorated to 
perfection, then 
open their doors to 
the public for dona-
tions to Beta Beta. 
This year they 
raised $2,980 for 
Beta Beta. Over the 
eight years that the 
Bartniks have been 
holding their open 
house, they have raised a total of $16,000! A giant 

Beta Beta “Thank you!!” to Sandy and 
Wayne Bartnik!

Auction in action!
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BRENDA’S JOURNEYS 
2023

1/14 President-to-President 9 – 11 a.m. 
Zoom

1/15 Convention Planning 9 a.m. Zoom
1/17 Alpha Epsilon 6:30 p.m. Zoom
1/19 Lambda Chapter Zoom
2/?? OSO Executive Com-

mittee
Zoom

2/21 Omega Chapter In-person
3/13 California DKG friends Zoom
3/18 President-to-President 9 – 11 a.m. 

Zoom
3/21 Alpha Chapter Klamath Falls
4/27--
30

OSO Convention Independence

6/20 ARF Meeting Zoom


