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President’s Corner 

“Be The Change” 

During this first half of the biennium, my 
focus has been on helping chapters and 
members reach out—each to one new 
member and one new leader—as a way 
to strengthen membership, encourage 
leadership, and spark a renewed energy  

for DKG in Oregon. From the Leadership Training at Mary’s 
Woods last fall, where strategic plans were developed for 
both membership and leadership, to Leadership and Prez-
2-Prez meetings, Trail articles, and visits with chapters, I 
have continued to focus on how we can come together to 
make our organization meaningful, necessary, and valuable 
throughout Oregon. 

Dr. Wendy Hacke 

One exciting result of this work is the plan for our fall conference to be offered in a hybrid format. This 
will allow more members to participate, learn more about reaching their full potential as Oregon DKG 
members, and hear from professionals who are actively working in education about how 
organizations like ours can support the needs of educational communities across the state. For 
chapters that would otherwise need to travel a long distance to Mary’s Woods, the hybrid option will 
make it possible to gather in a member’s home, view the Zoom link on a television screen, and take 
part in an interactive meeting experience. 

The conference planning committee has developed a working title for the October 3, 2026, Fall 
Conference: “Passing the Chalk: Veterans to Visionaries.” This title beautifully reflects the connection 
that was interrupted by Covid-19 and reminds us of an important part of DKG’s Mission and Purposes. 
Members of both the Leadership and Prez-2-Prez committees have agreed to reach out to school, 
district, or university leaders and invite them to present on the topic, “What is Happening Currently in 
Oregon Education and What Can an Organization Like Ours Do to Help?” 

As always, I would be delighted to visit your chapter. Please keep visits to your chapter and the 
October Hybrid Conference in mind as you plan your programs for the coming year. I look forward 

Continue on Page 3, President’s Corner - 
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#DKGIMPACT 
YOUR EEC / LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AT WORK! 

Programs! Projects! SEE: Supporting Early Career Educators! Legislation! Advocacy! Professional Growth! 
Personal Growth! Global Involvement! The Arts! Leadership! And More! 

EEC is a means to keep members engaged!    EEC reinforces our Seven Purposes! 

EEC provides an opportunity to assist working educators and improve education! 

EEC promotes leadership training for members and chapters!    EEC supports the arts! 

EEC supports desirable legislation in the interests of women, children and education! 

EEC recognizes the many accomplishments of our members! 

EEC works to provide projects and programs, presenters and activities to engage members and/or serve 
the community!   

Congratulations to our members and chapters that were recognized on international platforms this past 
year! Way to go ladies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Spotlight 

Alpha Epsilon, the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library 

Lambda, sweatsuits for Head 
Start children 

Lambda, gifts for teen shelter 
Hosea House 

 

DKG Ignite 2026 

Julie Voelker-Morris, 
Lambda 

 

Visionary Network Facilitator 

Dr. Wende Hacke, Beta Beta - 
“Special Education Challenges 
and Successes” 

 

International Committee Members - 2024-2026 

Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta - Membership 

Brenda Jensen, Alpha - Educational Excellence 

Darlene Cook, Chi - Scholarship 

 

Spring Art Gallery Submissions 

Grace Pitzer, Beta Beta - video “Have a Seat: At 
the Desert Meadow Park” 

https://www.pitzeradventures.com/have-a-
seat.html 

Emma Hartman, Chi - charcoal piece “Listen 
Up” (see page 3) 

Emma Hartman, Chi - watercolor piece 
“Trouble Ahead” (see page 3) 

 

Check out the many EEC opportunities available 
to members and chapters! 

Darlene Cook 
Educational Excellence / Leadership Development 
Committee Chair 

 

https://www.pitzeradventures.com/have-a-seat.html
https://www.pitzeradventures.com/have-a-seat.html
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Continued from Page 1, President’s Corner: 

to meeting your new officer teams as they step into their 
roles this summer and begin attending Leadership and 
Prez-2-Prez meetings via Zoom in August. 

To all Oregon DKG members: please continue to “Be the 
Change” and invite others to join us in this important and 
rewarding work of Each One Reaching One! 

FROM YOUR NOMINATION COMMITTEE: 

At the Oregon DKG Conference in May, your State Nominating 
 Committee reached out to members and encouraged Sisters 
 to "Step Up & Lead" with DKG.  

DKG Oregon is encouraging chapter members to step into new 
 executive and committee leadership roles. We are looking for  
key women educators to be a part of this great future in 
education. The DKG Society is here to help you discover all  
kinds of leadership opportunities. 

At this time we continue to build our slate of nominees for the next biennium of Executive offices of 
President,  Vice President, and Secretary. There will be members needed to serve on the 
OSO Nominating and Finance Committees for the term of 2027-31 from Districts 4, 5, and 6. If you 
would like to serve your State DKG, please get in touch with Co-Chair Debbie Wells at 
wdjwells@aol.com or 503-9131349 (text/phone) 

More information will be sent to chapters throughout Oregon in the Fall. But NOW is the time to let 
the Nominating Committee know you are willing to be nominated for these leadership positions. 
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First of all, I want to say that when I was working, July was my month off.  It always rejuvenated my 
educational drive.  I hope you can all take the month off too and come back strong in August. 

Speaking of August-Our monthly meetings will resume in late August.  We meet on the 4th Wednesday 
at 4:00 on Zoom.  That means our first meeting will be on August 26 at 4:00.  Please plan to have a 
chapter member join us.    

Be sure to celebrate your new members before you "take a break from meeting" for the summer.  13 new 
members this year- Hoorah for OSO!  

I had emailed the postcard and flyer and DKG brochure to the membership committee at the end of 
May.  Please reach out to me if you need a copy.  Your Chapter may want to copy these to share along with 
a personal contact as you think about "Each One Reach One."  Maybe you want to plan to host an event at 
the beginning of the school year at one of the schools or attend a community event to talk with 
participants about membership (like a garage sale).  Of course, making an appointment with the 
superintendent or school principal before the year ends could also be a possibility! 

The DKG website has numerous tools in the tool kit under membership.  You must login first.  We have 
shared some wonderful ideas of what worked for our chapters this past year- especially looking "outside 
the box." "Annie Calling" is a tool in the DKG toolkit that can be tweaked to fit your Chapter to help 
reinstate members.  Doesn't everyone want to hear the words, "We miss you!" 

• See if someone in your Chapter is willing to post events/meetings/membership information on 
social media.  This has been helping Omega- it could help you, too. 

• Brag about the scholarship money we have available- even to nonmembers!  Include the ARF 
funds...applications are on the OSO website. 

• Partner with another group in your community and gather to talk about DKG... 

• Talk about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library in your community.  Connect with your county 
affiliate to see what they need. 

• Is there a college nearby?  Connect with those educational leaders during the summer to see 
about membership or starting a collegial chapter. 

Chapter Programs are attractive to new members, as well as keeping your existing members. My links to 
the NLS slide show are in that article.  That might be a handy meeting topic for the fall.  If I can "Zoom" into 
your meeting, let me know.  The video link on the last slide was created by a member who attended the 
National Legislative Seminar.  It is 7 minutes long and well worth it to understand this legislative arm of 
DKG.  

Thanks for all you do to share the benefits of membership in OSO of DKG. 

Kate Kelleher, Membership Chair               Darlene Cook, EEC 

 

Membership/ EEC Thoughts as we flow into the summer months. 
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Together by the Coast: A Rich Journey of Fellowship and Renewal   Dr. Wendy Hacke 

It has been a few weeks since the Spring Convention at Chinook Winds Casino and Resort in Lincoln City, 
yet the warmth and energy of our gathering still linger vividly in my mind. With the ocean nearby and the 
spirit of fellowship all around us, 61 members and guests came together, representing 12 different 
chapters. Everywhere I looked, people were greeting one another with bright smiles, sharing stories of 
trials and triumphs, and celebrating the deep sense of togetherness that filled the weekend. Our hostesses 
helped set that welcoming tone from the very beginning. At registration and in the hospitality room, they 
greeted members and guests with kindness, care, and cheerful enthusiasm. That same spirit of hospitality 
shone through in the generous array of raffle baskets, along with the food and drink items provided for the 
hospitality room. The art and Unique Boutique area was thoughtfully arranged, inviting visitors to browse, 
admire, and enjoy the creativity on display. 

A special guest this year was International Speakers Fund Committee presenter Vianney Campos. 
Additional guest speakers included Teri King and Barbara Clausen from Washington State; Marvin Kaiser 
from SAGE Parkrose Intergenerational Mentoring; Kaylee and Chrystal from Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library; and Elizabeth Doll, Director of Braver Politics. As DKG members arrived on Friday, the convention 
quickly came alive with learning, conversation, and connection. Participants explored topics such as 
Bivalves for Clean Water, EEC: #DKGImpact! Your EEC Committee at Work, and What’s New and 
Upcoming at International. Saturday morning began with fresh coastal air and discovery during an Ocean 
Walk/Tide Pools Bonus activity led by Grace Pitzer, Elaine, and Kate Kelleher.  Vianney recruited several 
Oregon members for a lively skit about the past, present, and future of DKG, bringing laughter, reflection, 
and shared appreciation for our Society’s journey. Saturday workshops offered meaningful choices, 
including Applying for State Scholarships, A Love of Reading: Backed by Data—Insights from the 
Imagination Library Global, Yoga, US Forum Update and Oregon Legislature Short Session Update, and 
SAGE Parkrose Intergenerational Mentoring. The luncheon became a joyful celebration of 85 years of DKG 
Oregon, offering a beautiful opportunity for camaraderie as we honored our organization’s birthday 
together. The celebration continued with a moving Celebration of Life ceremony, coordinated by our 
Membership Committee, to honor Oregon State members who have joined the eternal Society. Catie 
Thurber-Brown led us in singing “Enter Our Company,” written by Sally McBride, and the ceremony also 
included the poem “Benediction” and the song “Through the Seasons,” written by Arlene Ydstie. The 
keynote address, “A Rich Journey When Navigating DKG,” invited us to reflect on our own paths within the 
organization. The afternoon included an Executive Board meeting and the White Rose Ceremony, where 
Beta Beta member Margaret “Peggy” Jeans, Alpha Chapter member Irma Wauchope, Kappa Chapter 
member Sally McBride, and Alpha Omega member Arlene Ydstie were honored for their service and 
dedication to both education and the Society. Saturday evening celebrated the achievements of DKG 
Oregon State and its chapters during the 2025–2026 year, filling the room with pride and gratitude. The 
weekend concluded on Sunday with leadership training for incoming chapter officers. From beginning to 
end, it was a weekend rich with learning, remembrance, laughter, fellowship, and renewed commitment to 
DKG. 
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Sixty-three members from 23 states attended the 2026 U.S. Forum National Legislative Seminar held 
March 8-11 in Alexandria. VA. Oregon was represented by four members: Kate Kelleher, Elaine Harris and 
Dana Murphy, Beta Beta, and Darlene Cook, Chi. 

Issues and speakers at this year’s seminar reflected members’ concerns as expressed in a survey of U.S. 
members, and the four resolutions passed by the Forum membership: Regarding the Proposed 
Elimination of the Department of Education; Regarding the Passage of the Educational Choice for 
Children Act (2025); Regarding Mental Health Issues for Educational Staff and Promoting Support 
Services; and Protecting Educators’ Retirement Security. 

Speakers and presentations included the following; “Voting Challenges and Legislation” (Kristen Kern, 
League of Women Voters); “Grant Cuts, Funding Increases, Staffing Changes: What’s Next for the U.S. 
Department of Education” (Mark Lieberman, reporter covering school finance for Education Weekly); 
and “A.I. in Education: Supporting Teachers, Safeguarding Schools and Shaping Smart Policy” (Natalie 
Dean, American Federation of Teachers).  

Micaela Pond, WE of Action VA, opened the session with a motivating presentation on “Courageous 
Advocacy in Uncertain Times”. Inspired by her teacher and neighbor Christa McAuliffe, Ms. Pond is known 
for bringing heart, humor and strategic vision to grassroots organizing. DKG California member Susan 
Dixon, co-chair of the WEP/GPO Task Force for passage of the Social Security Fairness Act, detailed the 
committee’s work to ensure retirement security in her presentation “The Long Road to Repeal: Building 
Advocacy That Endures”. DKG member Connie Rensink spoke on “CTAUN/DKG at the UN: Advocating 
Worldwide” and Dr. Liz Tarner reported on the work of the Unity and Belonging International Committee. A 
panel of DKG members also discussed “School Choice: What Does Choice Mean for Public Schools and 
What Opportunities Might It Present" in response to passage of the Educational Choice for Children Act 
(2025). 

The U.S. Forum is dedicated to being an advocate for women, children and education. Many seminar 
activities, as well as several pre-conference zoom webinars, were dedicated to teaching advocacy skills 
in preparation for the day on “the Hill.” Tuesday began with a briefing on current education legislation 
presented by a staffer of the House Education Subcommittee. After the briefing, DKG members were 
encouraged to meet with their Members of Congress to advocate for their key issues. Oregon members 
met with staff members from the offices of Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley and Congressional 
Representatives Suzanne Bonamici (OR-01), Cliff Bentz (OR-2) and Val Hoyle (OR-4). 

 The National Legislative Seminar has been held every other year since 1998 in the Washington, D.C. 
area. U.S. Forum sessions are also held at international conferences and conventions. Every DKG 
member living in the United States is a member of the U.S. Forum. Since you are already a member, why 

U.S. Forum: the 2026 National Legislative Seminar 
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not use your voice. Plan to attend the next NLS, a session held at a conference or convention, or join a 
webinar sponsored by the U.S. Forum Steering Committee. Explore the Forum website, dkgusforum.org, 
and the Forum Connection newsletter. Get involved!  We are “Women Advocating for Legislative 
Action!” 

For more information check out the slide presentation on NLS 2026 and the short Oregon Legislative 
Session prepared by Kate Kelleher, and a short video on the NLS experience by DKG Georgia member 
Lienne Hill. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1msgOu_gkz8JoE3EUBG-C_8S28nc2nDBIWHZWiuaYrtM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdkgusforum.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cddc5a06c7f75465cda2708decf17849b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639175897065706513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8ef3hOpaxfuE5lcBAQJFCXyfzGzCP8gmkF839LHZpgA%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1msgOu_gkz8JoE3EUBG-C_8S28nc2nDBIWHZWiuaYrtM
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THANK YOU OREGON DKG! 

We enjoyed our visit to your 2026 Oregon 
Conference. As we reflect, these highlights 
come to mind: 

 The Brave Angels workshop was just 
what we need AND she has been invited 
to join our WA DKG as she lives in 
Bainbridge Island! 

 Teri King’s workshop enlightening study 
of our ocean creatures; 

 Vianney had breakfast with us and 
shared comparisons to her DKG state; 

 Risa McCann agreed to chair the Ad Hoc 
Collegiate committee with Barb 
Clausen as a liaison; 

 Wendy Hacke inspired us with her 
insights on leadership! 

 Barb Clausen enjoyed connecting with 
many friends she made during the 
International Portland Conference! 

 Jane Gerdon from WA won at the 
casino! 

 Chair Yoga stretched us out and 
motivated us to move! 

 Dinner with Oregon state leaders at 
Kyllo’s was very special—thank you! 

We would love to have a bi-state convention at 
the Vancouver Hilton with you! 

Thank you, Oregon women, for your great 
welcome—the memories are warm and 
lingering. 

Teri King, WSO President        
Barb Clausen, WSO Parliamentarian     
Jane Gerdon, WSO Finance 

 



9 
 

 

Oregon State Conference 2026 
 

Against the breathtaking backdrop of the Pacific Coast, surrounded by the 

sea and the forest, the 2026 Oregon State Conference was held from May 

1–3. The event brought together members from across the state in an 

atmosphere of friendship, inspiration, and collaboration. Participants 

enjoyed meaningful conversations, scenic walks along the beach, and a 

warm spirit of fellowship that strengthened the bonds among chapters 

and state committees.  

The conference also provided an excellent opportunity for growth and 

leadership development. Each chapter and the executive committee 

demonstrated remarkable enthusiasm and dedication, working diligently 

to ensure the event's success. For some members, this was their very first 

state conference, while for others it was an opportunity to share their 

valuable experiences and knowledge with the organization’s emerging 

leaders.  

In addition, attendees benefited from engaging presentations focused on 

personal and professional growth, innovative ideas, and effective 

leadership practices. These sessions encouraged collaboration and 

reinforced connections among members throughout the state.  

The presence and support of members from the state of Washington 

further enriched the conference experience, strengthening existing 

relationships between the two state organizations and promoting 

continued unity, friendship, and cooperation for the future.  

As the conference came to a close, members departed with renewed 

motivation, lasting memories, and a stronger commitment to the 

organization's mission and vision. We look forward to continuing to build 

meaningful connections and celebrating future opportunities to learn, 

lead, and serve together.  

Congratulations to the state executive committee for the great planning 

and success of this event.  

Vianney C. Campos Reyes Latin America Area Representative 2024-2026 
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        PERSONAL ENRICHMENT IN THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

Lambda Chapter members, Mary Jo Huisman and Priscilla Ing, were fortunate 
to each receive an Oregon State Organization Personal Enrichment 
Scholarship toward their adventure in the Western Mediterranean. Memories 
from youthful studies and television programs as well as an adult growing 
interest after reading about or teaching units on ancient civilizations, helped 
them select the tours/excursions. Rome was selected as the starting point 
with tours involving the ancient city, the Vatican, and tourist sites of current 
Rome. Italian food topped off by Gelato was also enjoyed! 

An eight-day Western Mediterranean cruise on The Allure, from the Royal 
Caribbean Fleet, gave Mary Jo and Priscilla a base of operation from which 
they participated in five excursions. Pompeii and the Amalfi Coast was first 
with Mary Jo and Priscilla both remembering books and programs about the 
city buried in time. They saw with their own eyes the excavated city and 
objects in the Pompeii Museum that had been in books. The Amalfi Coast was 
next with views from the sheer coastal cliffs and the cities built on them. The 

best lemon sorbet, ever, was found in Sorrento! 

Barcellona, Spain was visited with attention to the architecture of Gaudi from city buildings to the Güill 
Park. But the highlight was the Sagrada Familia, still not finished after 100 years of work. The color of the 
windows, the sculpture both inside and outside, and the enormity of the building could only be fully 
appreciated in person.  

A Taste of Palma on the Island of Mallorca was a tasty excursion. The guide led Mary Jo and Priscilla 
through town stopping for appetizers at a small business, a main course in a modern indoor marketplace, 
and dessert in a three-hundred-year-old family store that shared its specially of almond ice milk and a 
light pasty. The copper containers that brought ice and snow from mountains before modern refrigeration 
were on display.  

Marseille, France was the next port with a guide sharing the history of an 1800 30-year drought resulting in 
the majestic Water Tower monument which also doubles as a museum of fine art and natural history. 
Along the rugged coastline was a monument to the Allies that freed France from the WW I occupation. 
The Basilica Notre-Dame de la Garde was also visited on the highest point above Marseille. The last thing 
learned was that Marseille lemonade is without sugar and ice cubes come at a price! 

The final port of call was La Spezia, where a two-hour bus ride took Mary Jo and Priscilla to Florence, Italy. 
The Accademia Gallery Museum houses The David, which was the tour focus along with fascinating 
information about the life of Michaelangelo. The freeway to and from Florence was along the foothills of 
the Italian Alps and one could see the white gashes in the mountains where Carrara Marble has been 
extracted for centuries. Environmentalists are currently questioning whether this practice should be 
continued. If marble countertops are of interest, order your Carrara Marble now! 

Relaxing in Güill Park, 
Barcelona, Spain                                        
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This adventure was enriching beyond Mary Jo’s and Priscilla’s hopes. Besides the sights 
and history, they learned about arranging transportation, hotel accommodations, cruises, 
and tours. The following are tips for the next time you have an opportunity of a lifetime for 
personal enrichment! 

Mary Jo & Priscilla Travel Tips:  

Copy of Passport for yourself and travel partner 

Check and/or upgrade mobile phone plan for international use 

Exchange $$$ for currency of places of travel 

Have medications labeled and with you when traveling overnight 

Have comfortable, broken-in walking shoes 

Use front crossbody pouch to carry valuables. 

Have a light-weight sling / backpack for items like jacket, sunscreen, water bottle… 

Set up ‘Tap to Pay’ on phone                         Leave ‘fine’ jewelry at home 

Research tour sites ahead of trip                             Download maps of cities to be visited 

Make copies of travel and tour destinations  

Before leaving hotel for an excursion, print the name and address of the tour meeting place on an index 
card. Easy to show to taxi or bus driver. 

Bring writing materials and journal daily…  Brain overload is a real thing! 

 

 

 

USE OF COPYRIGHTED MUSIC        Dr. Wendy Hacke 

As chapters plan events and activities, it is important to be thoughtful about the use of copyrighted 
music. Even when music is used for a private gathering, permission is generally needed before 
making copies or playing copied music at an event. 

 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has shared this reminder with states and chapters to 
help everyone plan responsibly and respectfully. 

 
DKG encourages state and chapter organizations to review this guidance as they prepare for meetings 
and events. If copyrighted music will be copied or used, please contact the publisher in advance to 
request permission and keep a record of that permission with the music. This guidance does not 
apply to The Delta Kappa Gamma Song unless it is used by another organization. 
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Zeta Chapter: 

It’s been a busy spring in the Grande Ronde Valley of 
Eastern Oregon, including activities of Zeta Chapter. 

Several recipients of our scholarships attended a 
meeting, giving members an opportunity to meet 
them to learn about their plans and goals.  Not only 
were we able to learn about the EOU scholarship 
students, but they were able to understand a bit 
about DKG, who we are, and why we choose to give 
scholarships to students in Education.  

Neesha Turner, Eastern Oregon Director of Friends 
of the Children came to explain the program new to Eastern Oregon. It is very inspiring, especially the 

long-term commitment on the part of the mentor.  They agree to spend 
two hours a week in a school setting and two hours a week outside of 
school with their students until they graduate from high school.  Mentors 
are a paid position, and most are responsible for eight students. 

The officers for the 2026-2028 biennium were installed. Audrey Cant and 
Laurie Graves will serve as co-presidents.  Judy Martin will be vice 
president, and Lynn Duncan continues as treasurer.  Monica Boucher and 
Charlene Counsell will be co-secretaries.  Sharon Hohstadt will act as 
parliamentarian. 

Upcoming events for summer include the Zeta Yard Sale at the end of 
June and our annual family picnic sometime in August. 

 

  2026-2028 Zeta Officers 

Sigma Chapter:  

Sigma chapter 
meeting making 
cards for 
Jefferson County 
new hires. Great 
time, great 
creative to share. 

 

Chapter 
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More from Sigma Chapter:  

June 19th through the 21st, 2026 was a garage 
sale to make money for a scholarship for a 
community college student in early 
childhood education. The sale created great 
conversations between Sigma and the 
community. 

 

Lambda Chapter:  

Guadalupe Jones welcomed us to her lovely plant-filled home on May 16. It was a time of fellowship, 
food, and productive planning for 2026-2027. Members gave suggestions and volunteered to give and/or 
coordinate a year of varied and interesting programs.  Lambda chapter members look forward to WWII 
Rosies, voting issues affecting education, learning from our own members, celebrating scholarship and 
grant recipients, being amazed at the political awareness of young Girl Scouts, and enjoying the U of O 
Art Museum (JSMA).   

We thanked our outgoing officers and welcomed our new officers:  Priscilla Ing knitted washcloths for 
thank-you gifts and prepared a special Installation for Co-Presidents Marj Maxwell and Priscilla Ing, Vice-
President Clair Wiles, Co-Secretaries Nina McCoy and Sue Colvin, Treasurer Mary Jo Huisman and 
assistant Guadalupe Jones, Nominations Chair Dorothy Syfert.  We thanked them for being willing to 
serve as leaders and assured them that we will help!  

We shared that our May 1-3 OSO Conference at the Chinook Winds in Lincoln City was packed with 
fellowship and information. Lambda was well represented by 8 attendees. Lambda members Dr. Barbara 
Mossberg presented workshop “Chaos Theory: Why I Don’t Leave Home Without It” and Dr. Yvonne 
Fasold gave polished local beach stones to remind us of “The Gift of Leadership”.  

A few highlights from our OSO Conference “Navigating Our Future”: 

• International Guest Vianney Colombia Campos Reyes, a biochemical food engineer from 
Durango, Mexico, invites us to travel and to support women worldwide.  

• Washington’s Barb Clausen, past Northwest Regional Director, asks, “Are you better because of 
DKG?” Hands flew up across the room as she asked us to respond to specific items. Yes, we are 
better! Are you? 

• OSO President Dr. Wendy Hacke is a role model for DKG membership: On the spot, she asked a 
presenter to consider joining DKG. “You are a woman, you receive pay for educating, you are 
outstanding in your field—we would love to have you as a member.” 

• Braver Angels” is a group founded in 2016 in response to the negative political climate in the U.S. 
Their goal, to provide better skills for disagreeing.  Learn more at https://braverangels.org/oregon/ 

https://braverangels.org/oregon/
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• Scholarships are available at both the state and international levels. DKG IEF (International 
Educator Fund) invites you to give a tax-deductible gift and gives awards for training and projects, 
for both class and community.  

• For activity, the Mobility for Longevity workshop invited us to join gentle yoga, and Kate Kelleher 
invited us to early morning beach walks.  

Chi Chapter: 

Chi Chapter celebrated four historic, happy, and meaningful events at their May meeting.  The night 
began with a social and a light buffet.  Members then joined Colleen Curtis in her Induction ceremony led 
by President Liz Simmons.  Retiring officers and newly elected 2026-28 officers then exchanged their 
promises to serve and carry out the goals of Chi Chapter. Past State President Alice Hartness-Reichle 
officiated at the installation. 

It was at this point that the Engineer of the OEO Award Express arrived lead by Sandy Watts and Jean 
Fairbairnn.  As the train made its way through the house it picked up new award winners Darlene Cook 
and Jo Lane.  Awards Chair Sandy presented Darlene with her OSO State Award for Service to the Society 
and Jo Lane with her OSO State Award for Service to the Community. Great laughter, joy and pride were 
shared by all.  It was indeed an historic meeting for Chi members. 

Alpha Epsilon Chapter: 

Alpha Epsilon Chapter welcomed summer by a special gathering at Eola Hills Legacy Estate Vineyard. Ten 
of our eleven members were present along with four special guests from other chapters.  Member Marie 
Mueller was attending from home by sending pictures to her as they 
were taken. It was a time for catching up and celebrating the start of 
summer! 

Present for the celebration going left around the table: 
Emily Tarbell, Taking the selfie. Charlotte Rieder-Bolton, Kathy 
Martell, Shirley House, Lark Abrahamson, Kate Kelleher (Beta Beta), 
Sandy Watts (Alpha Omicron), Sue Nelson, Cindy Ryan, Jill Snyder, 
Florence Carter, Kelly McIntyre (Psi), Kathie Hill (Omega) and Marie 
Mueller. 

Alpha Chapter: 

   

 

 

Allison counting one 
piggy to see who won 
the prediction game: 
Bonita Fillmore was 
closest and received a 
Dutch gift card. $247 
was raised in the 
“Jiggle Less, Donate 
More” project. 

 

 

New officers for 
2026­27  
Secretary: Bonita 
Fillmore 
Treasurer: Allison 
Willett 
Vice President: 
Ashley Doty 
President: Judy 
Brimmer 
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Beta Beta Chapter: 

2026 Beta Beta Spring Tea A Success! 

Our Beta Beta Spring Tea, held on May 9th this year, was a grand 
success. Our members and one "friend of the Chapter", Sharon 
Bystran, set 14 beautiful tables with lovely china, silver, and crystal. 
All 112 tickets were sold. Chapter President Wendy Hacke welcomed 
guests and introduced guests from DKG Oregon State who were in 
attendance. 

Our guests enjoyed a varied and tasty high tea; guests learned more 
about all the Beta Beta Education Foundation does to support our 
local schools and future teachers from BBEF Board Chair Tina Reddy. Our own Jo Brinkman's Equinox group 
entertained throughout the tea with wonderful music and Jo's lively vocals. 

More than 45 of our active members took some part in making the tea happen ­ from designing, printing and 
selling tickets, to loaning serving items, securing and arranging the lovely flowers, setting all the beautiful 
tables, planning and preparing the wonderful scones, savory items, tea sandwiches and desserts, brewing the 
various teas, serving everything and working behind the scenes in the kitchen ­ thanks to each and every Beta 
Beta sister (also several husbands and other family members) who helped. Special thanks go to Trudi and James 
Sang for sponsoring us and for all their work behind the scenes at Northwest Christian Church in Tigard. 

Thanks to the hard work of the Spring Tea Committee this year's tea, our 10th tea, was a great success This 
committee is chaired by Barbara Mills and Eloise Gibson. Including ticket sales and donations on the day of the 
tea, BBEF Treasurer Pam Damm estimates we will net close to $6,000 for the Foundation's coffers after 
expenses have been paid. 

We are grateful for the many guests who return every other year to enjoy this lovely event with us. We welcome 
everyone who attends for the first time and hope to see each of them again in 2028! 

Beta Beta has a music and arts grants programs for local schools. Here are some pictures of benches that were 
funded by Beta Beta and decorated by the students at a local elementary school. 
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Have you explored “Bursting the Bubble?” This international program, currently featured on the DKG 
website, highlights the benefits of membership through seven keyword “bubbles”: Advocacy, 
Discounts, Financial Assistance, Leadership, Publishing, Recognition, and Travel and Networking. I 
find the number especially meaningful because DKG also has seven purposes—a connection I believe 
is more than coincidence. 

Advocacy – DKG maintains relationships with UNICEF and the United Nations. Each member belongs 
to a geographic Forum that supports projects, professional reports, and, when appropriate, 
information about proposed legislation affecting educators, women, and children. 

Discounts – DKG members qualify for discounts on insurance, hearing aids and other medical devices, 
rental cars, and waived fees at select higher education institutions. Additional discounts are listed on 
the DKG website. 

Financial Assistance – DKG members may apply for scholarships at the international, state 
organization, and possibly chapter levels. International scholarships provide $6,000 for master’s 
degrees and $10,000 for doctoral degrees. Members may also benefit from DKGIEF grants, 
professional development awards, educational project funding, and $500 in Emergency Fund 
assistance after natural disasters. 

Leadership – DKG members are leaders, and the Society offers support at every level. Opportunities 
include chapter and state organization roles, international seminars, professional learning workshops, 
conference and convention speakers, and idea-sharing through DKG Communities and the Discovery 
Learning Centre. 

Publishing – Publications are included as a membership benefit, and members are encouraged to 
submit articles to The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin Journal, the Bulletin Collegial Exchange Magazine, 
and DKG News. Members may also contribute artwork to the Fine Arts Gallery. 

Recognition – DKG honors members for their achievements. Doctoral degree recipients are recognized 
at international conventions, one member is selected annually by peers for the International 
Achievement Award, and the Educator Book Award committee presents $2,500 to a female author 
whose work influences education. 

Travel and Networking – DKG members can attend international and state organization conventions 
and conferences, creating opportunities to connect locally and globally and build lifelong friendships. 
Members may also share their expertise by presenting speeches or workshops in their home country or 
as selected international speakers. 

I encourage each of you to explore these “bubbles” and discover what DKG can offer in each of these 
seven areas. This brief overview only begins to show the opportunities available to members. 
Remember, the Society is here for you—professionally and personally. When we take advantage of 
these opportunities, keep learning, and give back, we continue the cycle of DKG excellence. 

 

Taking Advantage of All DKG Has to Offer By OSO President Dr. Wendy Hacke 
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And Finally – Meet your new State Editor 

Dear Oregon DKG Members, 

It is both an honor and a privilege to introduce myself as the new editor of The New Oregon Trail, 

the official publication of Oregon State DKG. I am grateful for the confidence that has been placed 

in me, and I look forward to serving our members by helping tell the stories that celebrate who 

we are and the work we do. 

I joined DKG four years ago as a member of Alpha Omicron Chapter in St. Helens and am 

currently serving my second term as Chapter Correspondence Secretary. Although I am relatively 

new to DKG, I have quickly discovered that this organization is built upon something truly 

special—a community of remarkable women who inspire, encourage, and support one another 

while advancing excellence in education. 

Education has been my life's work. I spent 33 years with the Beaverton School District before 

retiring in 2024. During that time, I served as an elementary classroom teacher, Student 

Achievement Specialist, and K–5 Math and Reading Staff Development Specialist. Those 

experiences strengthened my belief that every individual has a story worth telling and that 

sharing ideas helps us all grow. 

When I'm not writing or volunteering, you'll usually find me exploring another corner of the 

world or digging in my garden here in beautiful Oregon. I currently serve as Second Vice 

President of the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs and was recently appointed editor of 

one of its regional publications, The Pioneer Press. Whether I'm cultivating plants, friendships, or 

publications, I enjoy helping people connect with one another through shared experiences and 

common purpose. 

As editor of The New Oregon Trail, my goal is to create a publication that is informative, engaging, 

and representative of our members across the state. I hope each issue will celebrate the 

accomplishments of our chapters, highlight the service and leadership of our members, share 

ideas that inspire, and strengthen the bonds that unite us as Oregon DKG. 

This publication belongs to all of us. I encourage you to share your chapter news, photographs, 

accomplishments, and ideas. Together, we can create a newsletter that reflects the vitality, 

generosity, and excellence of Oregon DKG. 

I look forward to getting to know many of you in the months ahead. Your chapter has a story to 

tell, and I'd love to hear from you! 

Warmly, 

Amy Nalle 

Editor, The Oregon Trail 

Alpha Omicron Chapter 
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https://forms.gle/8RRNV3hnCsFRhztw8
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