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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
TODAY FOR:

STATE LEADERSHIP TRAINING
August 15, 2025 -- 8:30 to 3-ish

Mary’s Woods
Dunn Information Center

17520 Mesnard Street
Lake Oswego, OR 97034

ALONG WITH THE TRAIL, you received 
a first-time-ever Membership Edition of 
the Trail. (Separate attachment)

Check it out.  This new document reviews 
all the joys of new members from the 2024 
conference through the 2025 convention. It 
also features our sisters who joined  
Chapter Eternal this year.
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2023-2025  
Oregon President

Darlene Cook

 
A new biennium is on the horizon. A 
new state leadership team will soon 
take office. Activities for the coming 
year are beginning to take shape! 
These past few months have given 
me an opportunity to reflect on my 
second term as your State President. 
As I think back on the past two years, 
I sincerely thank you for the oppor-
tunity to once again have represented 
you and our Oregon State Organiza-
tion. I am humbled by the honor and 
privilege to have served as your 2023-
2025 State President.

I would like to thank our Chapter 
Presidents, Executive Board, Exec-
utive Committee, State Leadership 
Team, Alpha Rho (ARF) Foundation 
Board, and certainly all our Oregon 
members for your support, guidance, 
and grace. You were there when I 
needed you. You made it possible for 
me to represent you and to conduct 
the business of our state organization 
in a timely, efficient, and enjoyable 
manner. You are the best!

Thank you to our members across the 
state who welcomed me not only into 
your meetings and events, but into 
your hearts and homes as well. I so 
appreciate your hospitality! It is excit-
ing to meet new members and friends 
and to renew old acquaintances. It is 
so rewarding to see all the outstand-
ing programs, activities, and services 
that our chapters are providing to 
their members and their communities. 

Let’s celebrate our work by submit-
ting chapter and state projects to the 
International Educational Excellence 
Committee.  These great ideas could 
be featured on EEC’s chapter project 
database--Impact Spotlight. Oregon 
has gained much this past biennium 
that we can embrace and use in our 
coming endeavors. 

I encourage every Oregon member 
and chapter to: 

•	 Welcome and embrace the new 
biennium. Support our new leader-
ship team and continue to partic-
ipate at all levels of our Society. 
Discover the benefits of mem-
bership in Delta Kappa Gamma. 
Apply for scholarships, project 
grants, and DKG Ignite. Join or 
facilitate a Visionary Network 
affinity group. 

•	 Sign up for conferences, work-
shops, webinars, Prez-2-Prez, and 
the Inside International Zoom 
meetings. It is my hope that more 
of our Oregon members will expe-
rience growth by attending these 
many in-person and virtual events. 

•	 Continue to communicate within 
your chapter and with our state 
organization and International. 
Write articles and chapter chatter 
for The New Oregon Trail. Submit 
an article to an international publi-
cation or an exhibit in the Arts and 
Humanities Gallery. 

•	 Invite eligible women to join 
our Society so that they too can 
experience “A Journey for Life.” 
During this past biennium, we 
welcomed 34 new, transfer,  and 
reinstated members. We have 
room for many more! And hope-
fully a new chapter or two! 

•	 Consider stepping up to a lead-
ership position. Serving at the 
chapter, state, or international 
level is fulfilling, rewarding, and a 
lot of fun. 

•	 Come to the State Leadership 
Training on August 15th to learn 
about our many state commit-
tees. Find one that interests you. 

•	 Plan for and look forward to gath-

ering at Chinook Winds Casino 
Resort in Lincoln City May 1-3 
next year to relax, rejuvenate, 
enjoy the lovely ocean view, em-
brace each other, and learn from 
the myriad of workshops and 
takeaways. 

As I write this message, we are com-
ing to the end of the current bienni-
um. On July 1st, our new state officers 
and committee members will begin 
their term in office. As Immediate 
Past State President, I will move into 
another area of service to our state 
organization. Congratulations and 
welcome new DKG Oregon leaders! 
May your term be filled with smiles, 
warmth, friendship, fellowship, and 
successful, enriching projects and 
events. 

#SecondCenturyDKG&Beyond! 
Hold on to our Mission, our Vision, 
and our Seven Purposes. Celebrate 
our upcoming 100 years of DKG and 
look to the future. Our recent Prez-2-
Prez meeting honoring our founders 
highlighted the fun and importance 
of  exploring our past to enhance 
our future. Your leadership will lead 
our state organization into the next 
century! 

The past two years have been an 
exciting, awesome journey! Thank 
you for your friendship, support, and 
dedication to DKG Oregon. It has 
truly been an honor and a privilege to 
serve as your Oregon State Organiza-
tion President!

With warm regards, Darlene
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DATES TO USE

OREGON 
2025

•	 June 24:  Prez-2-Prez Zoom: 9 a.m.
•	 Aug. 15:  Fall Leadership Team Train-

ing, Mary’s Woods, 8:30 a.m.

OREGON 
2026

•	 May 1, 2, 3:  Oregon Spring 
Conference

Spend the day with your OSO sisters at beautiful Mary’s Woods. Kate 
and I are excited to share some of our vision with you and to hear 
from Oregon members who attended the International Conference in 
New Orleans.

All stakeholders will be involved in the restructuring by developing 
strategic objectives for their chapters and/or statewide changes. Four 
broad goals will be addressed in the realignment. 

1.	 Supporting, recruiting, and retaining members 
2.	 Providing local opportunities 
3.	 Developing leaders 
4.	 Building resources  

Friday, August 15, 2025, Agenda

8:30-9	 Registration. Meet and greet with continental breakfast            
9-9:20		  Keynote speaker (TBA)
9:20-9:50	 Vision. Dr. Wendy Hacke and Kate Kelleher
9:50-10	             Break
10 – 12	Breakout Sessions for Chapter Officers and 
             Committee Chairs:
	 Educational Excellence and Leadership Development  
                    Committee chairs
	 Membership and Expansion Committee chairs
	 Presidents and Co-Presidents
	 Treasurers 

12-12:30	 Lunch—provided
12:30-1:50	 Chapter Strategic Planning
1:50-2		  Break
2-2:30		  Presentation of Strategic Plans

Request:  To keep costs down, we are looking for DKG members 
who live near Lake Oswego who may have a spare bed to host an-
other member or two. Members from farther away may need to stay 
both Thursday and Friday nights. If you have room(s) available, let 
Kate Kelleher know:  Call (503) 913-8970 or email at katekelleher4@
gmailcom

If you feel you are parked too far away to walk, 
Grace has offered to shuttle you.  Call 503-709-2689 
if you need her help.

SAVE THE DATE
AUGUST 15, 2025--Friday

STATE LEADERSHIP TRAINING
at Mary’s Woods

The Dunn Community & Information Ctr.
17520 SW Menard St., Lake Oswego

August 15 meeting location:
See blue square

Parking:  AVOID our usu-
al parking at the Nathman 
Bldg. Instead, choose the 
LIGHT ORANGE areas that 
line several streets.
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2023-20252023-2025
OREGON STATE  
ORGANIZATION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President  Darlene Cook, Chi/6		
	 dcook.dkg@gmail.com 
	 (541) 331-3282

Vice President Dr. Wendy Hacke, BB/5 
	 wdhacke57dkg@gmail.com 
	 408-421-9860

Secretary Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2		
	 jbrimmer51@icloud.com 
	 541-891-3991

Administrative Secretary  
	 Bonita Fillmore, Alpha/2 
	 bfillmore55@gmail.com 
	 541-884-2374 
 
Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Sigma/3 
	 dandvjackson@gmail.com 
	 541-475-7252

Immediate Past-President  
	 Brenda Jensen, Alpha/2 
	 bcjdkg@gmail.com 
	 541-892-5243

Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, BB/5	  
	 nancyjolewis@gmail.com 
	 (503) 639-7050

Editor Marie Mueller, Alpha Eps/5 
	 cwmueller33@gmail.com 
	 503-990-7645

Webmaster Grace Pitzer, BB/5 
	 gcpitzer@comcast.net 
	 (503) 709-2689

DATES TO USE
INTERNATIONAL 

--------
See the main rotater at dkg.org.

•	 July 10-13  Canadian Forum, 
Brandon, Manitoba

•	 July 18-20  European Forum, 
Brighton, England 

•	 July 29-31 State Organization 
Leadership Training (SOLT) 

•	 July 31 - August 2--2025  
International Conference,  
New Orleans Sheraton

 
Inside International by Zoom

Tuesday, July 1, 10:30 a.m. PDT
Tuesday, August 5, 3:30 p.m. PDT
Tuesday, Sept. 2, 10:30 a.m. PDT

•	 Aug. 1: Collegial Exchange Sub-
missions Due

•	 Sept. 1:  DKGIEF Director Appli-
cations due.

•	 Sept. 15:  International Speakers 
Fund Speakers Applications due

•	 Sept. 15: Arts & Humanities 
Gallery Submissions due for fall 
gallery

•	 Sept. 15:  Nomination Recom-
mendations & Endorsement 
Forms for International Officers 
and Elected Committees due.

2025-2027 
OREGON STATE  
ORGANIZATION  

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE

President Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta/5 
	 wdhacke57dkg@gmail.com 
	 408-421-9860

Vice President Kate Kelleher, Beta Beta/5 
	 katekelleher4@gmail.com 
	 503-913-8970 
 
Secretary Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2		
	 jbrimmer51@icloud.com 
	 541-891-3991 
 
Administrative Secretary 
	 Heidi L. Gorka, Beta Beta/5 
	 anatomygorka@gmail.com 
	 (503) 263-3029

Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Sigma/3 
	 dandvjackson@gmail.com 
	 541-475-7252

Immediate Past President   
	 Darlene Cook, Chi/6		
	 dcook.dkg@gmail.com 
	 (541) 331-3282

Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, Beta Beta/5 
	 nancyjolewis@gmail.com 
	 (503) 639-7050

Editor Marie Mueller, Alpha Epsilon/5 
	 cwmueller33@gmail.com 
	 503-990-7645 or 503-931-8484

Webmaster Grace Pitzer, Beta Beta/5 
	 gcpitzer@comcast.net 
	 (503) 709-2689

Ideas? Questions?   
Call /Email Us!

PASSING
THE

GAVEL
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PREZ-2-PREZ? 
DO YOU EVER WONDER 

WHAT THEY DO? 
President Darlene Cook

May is a month of birthday celebra-
tions for DKG Oregon. Our DKG 
Society was founded on May 11, 1929, 
in Austin, Texas, by Dr. Annie Webb 
Blanton and 11 of her colleagues from 
around the state. The founding group 
of 12 women educators represented a 
cross-section of the teaching profes-
sion: a grade school teacher, a dean 
of women, 3 high school teachers, 3 
elementary school principals, and 4 
college professors. 

Twelve years later, on May 23, 1941, 
Dr. Annie Webb Blanton installed 
our Oregon State Organization (then 
known as Alpha Rho State) as the 
41st state organization of our Society. 
Sixteen of the 23 women who attended 
the installation ceremony became our 
state founders.

What do you know about these cou-
rageous, forward-thinking women? 
Members who attended the May Prez-
2-Prez meeting discovered a few facts 
by playing a bingo game centered 
around our 12 DKG Society founders. 
The activity sparked an interest in the 
founders, and some of our members 
are researching these dynamic ladies. 
Watch for a special issue of The New 
Oregon Trail with their findings!

The June Prez-2-Prez meeting featured 
reports by Dr. Teresa Cowan, DKG 
Visionary Network Ad hoc Committee 
Chair, and Oregon Vice President-elect 
Kate Kelleher. Teresa shared informa-
tion on the Visionary Network pro-
gram,  the current affinity groups, how 
to join or facilitate a group, and plans 
for the future. Kate summarized the 
work of the 83rd Oregon Legislative 
Assembly as the 2025 session draws to 
a close and is scheduled to adjourn on 
June 29th. 

President-elect Wendy and Vice Pres-
ident-elect Kate shared plans for the 
2025-2027 biennium, discussed how 
to get involved with the work of our 
state organization, and provided in-
formation on the statewide leadership 
training scheduled for August 15th at 

Committee.

I loved my profession and enjoyed a 
40-year career in public education, 
really retiring in 2020. I look forward 
to working with you – you who stand 
for the ideals we hold true—and to 
supporting women educators in public 
education.

Hoping August 15 is already on your 
calendar. See you at Mary’s Woods 
then!		  Kate

Mary’s Woods in Lake Oswego. ALL 
MEMBERS are invited to attend!

Be informed!  Stay in touch with 
upcoming DKG events and activities. 
Watch for future Prez-2-Prez meetings 
scheduled for the 2025-2027 bienni-
um. Join in!!

MEET YOUR  
NEW VP:   

KATE KELLEHER

Hello, Oregon DKG Members! I am 
excited to partner with Wendy and 
with all of you as we move together 
into the 2025-2027 biennium of DKG 
Oregon. As your Vice President-elect, 
I am leading the Membership Commit-
tee this time. I will need your support 
to reach out to those women educators 
who need our camaraderie, expertise, 
and FUN as they continue to work 
in the profession that we all love so 
dearly.

My background in DKG has been as 
a member of Beta Beta Chapter for 
about 25 years now. I have been an 
active member, serving on the Ed-
ucational Excellence, Literacy, and 
Financial Awards Committees. I am 
the lead hostess for the annual lasagna 
dinner in December and help with our 
fundraising events like the tea, garage 
sale, auction, and wine events. 

At the state level, I have served you 
as a liaison to the Oregon Legislature 
and attended the US  Forum’s Nat’l 
Legislative Seminar in the past eight 
years, which immersed me in the 
national political scene. Dana Murphy 
and I worked together to create a DKG 
Oregon Legislative Day a few years 
back. It was a real hit! I have also been 
Oregon Secretary and recently chaired 
the Technology and Communication 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
President Wendy Hacke

With the start of the new Oregon State 
DKG biennium, there are numerous 
opportunities to gain experience as a 
leader. 

Leadership at the state level is incred-
ibly rewarding, offering a chance to 
make significant impacts on education-
al initiatives and policies and collab-
orating with dedicated professionals. 
By stepping into these roles, members 
can drive meaningful projects, en-
hance their professional growth, and 
help steer the organization towards its 
goals, all the while fostering a support-
ive community for educators. 

Committees and positions well worth 
considering include those focused on 
District Coordination, Bylaws and 
Standing Rules, Communications and 
Technology, Educational Excellence, 
Leadership Development, Media, In-
ternational Projects, World Fellowship, 
The Arts, Professional Development, 
TEAM Involvement, Programs and 
Projects, Supporting Early Career Ed-
ucators (SEE), Conference Planning, 
General Awards and Scholarships, 
Membership and Expansion, . . . . 

In addition, support is sought for 
current leadership roles such as Web-
master, State Editor, Parliamentarian, 
Media Sales/Boutique, Music Support, 
and State Convention Coordinator, en-
suring these critical positions continue 
to thrive. 

Please email Dr. Wendy Hacke, 
State President-elect to let her know 
what position you would like to be 
considered for. wdhacke57dkg@
gmail.com  Committee appointments 
will be made by the end of July.



Page 6 The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of The Oregon State Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma (DKG) 
Society International for Key Women Educators.  Marie Mueller, editor.

BEAUTIFUL BASKETS! 
Priscilla Ing, Basket Project Chair

Chapters of the Oregon State Organization created 26 beautiful 
baskets for the 2025 Convention drawing. Tickets were sold as 
6 for $5, 12 for $10 and 24 for $20. The basket themes includ-
ed ‘Taking Time to Relax,’ ‘Summer Fun,’ ‘Arts & Crafts,’ 
‘Teatime,’ and ‘Summer BBQ,’ among many others. Several 
chapters contributed two baskets, and four beautiful handmade 
tote bags were also included. From Friday noon to 4:00 Sat-
urday, tickets were sold and placed in 30 little white bags. At 
4:15 tickets were drawn from each bag and names listed on the 
drawing poster board. Thank you to all who purchased tickets! 
We earned $740 that was added to the Unique Boutique 
funds to provide travel stipends.

Thank you to the District #3 DKG Sisters of Lambda, 
Kappa, and Sigma Chapters for your help with setting up the 
baskets and drawing bags on Friday, selling the tickets for two 
days running, and managing the drawing of names on Satur-
day. You are the best!

ACCEPTANCE SPEECH 
Dr. Wendy Hacke, President-elect (at right in photo) 

May 3, 2025, Lebanon, Oregon 

My election to the OSO DKG State President position was a highlight and an honor. Below is the 
print copy of my speech. It expresses my feelings and my deep appreciation for this opportunity. 
Thank you, Oregon Delta Kappa Gamma members, for your support during this trying year and 
for your faith in my ability to lead our state organization in the coming year.

I stand before you today with a profound sense of gratitude and humility as I accept the responsibility of President 
of the Oregon State Organization of DKG. I am deeply honored by the trust you have placed in me, and I am excited 
about the journey that lies ahead. First, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the nominating committee, 
as well as to all those who have supported and guided me throughout my DKG journey. Your belief in my abilities 
and potential has led me to this moment, and I am truly thankful.

This position is more than just a title to me; it is a responsibility and a privilege. It represents an opportunity to con-
tribute meaningfully to DKG. I am committed to upholding the values we cherish and will work diligently to achieve 
shared goals.

Looking forward, my vision is to use the Seven Purposes as a guide to support chapters as they seek to unite women 
educators, honor those who have distinguished themselves in education, advance the professional interests of women 
educators, support desirable legislation and initiatives, provide scholarships and fellowships, stimulate personal and 
professional growth, and inform members about relevant current issues. I believe that by working together, we can 
meet the goals of promoting and revitalizing our state organization to meet the needs of current and future members. 
Together, we can add and support members, add chapters in unrepresented areas, and build collegiate memberships.

Once again, I sincerely thank you all for the honor of being asked to serve alongside such a dedicated group of edu-
cators. I am excited to begin this new venture, and I look forward to the opportunity to grow with you as we continue 
to keep the joy of teaching alive by contributing to the success of the Oregon State Organization of Delta Kappa 
Gamma. Thank you for your confidence in me.

Thank You to  the sharp-eyed 
proofreaders who help to make this a 

better and more  
readable  document! 

Alice Hartness-Reichle
Darlene Cook 
Wendy Hacke
Jean Fairbairn
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Plan now!  
Save your pennies! 

for the

OREGON STATE 
SPRING 2026  

CONFERENCE 
May 1, 2, 3 

Chinook Winds Casino Resort
1777 NW 44th St.

Lincoln City, Oregon

HOT
OFF THE
PRESS!!

Per Brenda, photos are by permission from Chinook Winds’ website. 
 

Come for a fabulous conference next spring at a lovely casino resort, then 
walk down to enjoy the beach and an unobstructed view.  

Exercise your mind, then wiggle your bare toes in the sand.
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CONVENTION REVIEW & 
ELECTION RESULTS 

Dr. Wendy Hacke, President-elect

The 2025 Oregon State Organization convention in Leb-
anon, was a success thanks to Brenda Jenson, Bonita 
Fillmore, and the team that supported them as they worked 
to create an awesome experience. 

There were a few glitches, like guest speaker Lisa Olson 
attending by Zoom because her mother-in-law was grave-
ly ill – in fact, she passed on Sunday after the convention 
– and the White Rose Ceremony brochure needing to be 
printed by the hotel at the last minute. Overall, the experi-
ence was well received. 

The beautiful and relaxing setting at the Best Western 
Boulder Falls Inn in Lebanon, their wonderful service, 
and their great food all contributed to everyone’s enjoy-
ment during the two-day convention. Highlights included 
keynote presenters providing a wealth of information about 
artificial intelligence in the classroom, workshops that met 
or exceeded expectations of participants, and informative 
general sessions.  
 
As this was a convention, there was also business to be 
conducted, including some changes to Bylaws and voting 
for officers for the next biennium. 

Your elected officers are :
1.	 President Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta/5
2.	 Vice President Kate Kelleher, Beta Beta/5
3.	 Secretary Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2 

Finance Committee
District 1 – Laurie Graves, Zeta
District 2 – Brenda Jensen, Alpha  
District 3 – Teresa Shinn, Kappa  
 
Nominating Committee
District 1 – Sandy Rysdam, Zeta
District 2 – Bonita Fillmore, Alpha 
District 3 – Rebecca Marti, Kappa 

Appointed positions include:
•	 Treasurer Vicki Jackson, Sigma/3
•	 Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, Beta Beta/5
•	 Editor Marie Mueller, Alpha Epsilon/5
•	 Webmaster Grace Pitzer, Beta Beta/5
•	 Administrative Secretary Heidi Gorka, Beta Beta/5

Other Convention Business 
Marie Mueller 

Money
Treasurer Vickie Jackson presented the 2025-26 Budget 
Proposal (on the screen), answered questions, and ex-
plained the numbers..  Members of the Executive Board  
voted to accept the proposed budget.

 
Bylaws, Standing Rules, & a new Appendix
With the Proposed Changes to the Bylaws, Standing 
Rules, and the new Appendix to the Governing Docu-
ments displayed on the screen, Jean Fairbairn, chair of 
the Bylaws Committee, walked members through the 
proposed changes and their impacts, answered questions, 
and presented rationales.  After discussion, members 
attending the General Membership Meeting voted to 
accept the proposed changes in the documents. Copies 
have been printed for officers and for each chapter pres-
ident. The documents will soon be posted on the Oregon 
website.   

Jean also reminded us that International is working to up-
date the guiding documents on their end, so our Oregon 
documents will be affected by what International propos-
es, with changes to come!  Our next revision proposals 
are due to the Bylaws Committee chair by October 15, 
2026. Request for Proposal forms will be online.

Gifts
Kaye Jones and her helpers arranged for a plentiful 
number of door prizes that various members happily took 
home. These thoughtful gifts brightened up the business 
work of the convention. And it was fun to see the “wheel 
of fortune” on screen that made winners 100% objective.

President-elect Wendy was “gifted” with the DKG gavel 
and her state president’s pin.  She received many thank 
yous for being our new president.  

President Darlene received a beautiful, personalized quilt 
from Past-President Brenda Jensen--in red, with roses, 
and with DKG pictures. (see the collage photo)

From President-elect Wendy, Darlene received a gold 
DKG necklace.

Basket winners were gifted with marvelous goodies pre-
pared by our talented chapter members.
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CONVENTION 2025  
FACTOIDS & TIDBITS 

Darlene Cook, Oregon President 
 (2019-2021 and 2023-2025)

Numbers:  53 members representing 
13 of our 15 chapters registered for 
the 2025 Oregon State Convention. 
Participants included 13 working 
educators, 39 retired educators and 
1 collegiate member. Four members 
attended from District 1; 8 from 
District 2; 14 from District 3; 3 from 
District 4; 16 from District 5; and 7 
from District 6.

All 19 members of our State Lead-
ership Team attended, including all 
9 members of our State Executive 
Committee, all 6 District Coordi-
nators, and the chairs of our 8 State 
Elected and Appointed Committees. 
Also attending were 8 Past State 
Presidents and 12 members of State 
Committees. Representing chapters 
were 16 Chapter Presidents or Chap-
ter Co-Presidents, 14 officers oth-
er-than-President, and 6 of the 2024-
2025 scholarship recipients. Thank 
you all for your support during the 
last two years!

Nina McCoy, Lambda/3, was recog-
nized for attending her first conven-
tion and Samantha Blake, Zeta/1, 
received a stipend from the Unique 
Boutique to help cover convention 
expenses. We had 14 Red Roses rec-
ognized on our new member board, 
and the 8 members who had passed 
since May 2024 were remembered 
in a beautiful White Rose Ceremony. 
More information on these lovely 
ladies will be featured in a special 
Membership Edition of The New Ore-
gon Trail! 

Presentations:  Those attending 
enjoyed informative and inspiring 
keynote presentations and workshops. 
Jill Hollingsworth, from the Oregon 
Training Institute, and  Lesley  
Johnson, an AARP Oregon Volun-
teer, discussed the history and social 
impact of artificial intelligence; they 
helped members understand the po-
tential benefits and dangers of its use. 

Kaylee Chrystal, Community En-
gagement Coordinator for the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, shared 

information on the program and its 
impact on early Literacy in Oregon. 

Although she was not able to attend in 
person, Lisa Olson, our NW Regional 
Director joined us on Zoom for an 
update from international, a round 
table discussion, and a presentation on 
“Pathways to Member Engagement.”

Workshops: Nine enlightening work-
shops were presented by our Oregon 
DKG members! 

•	 Brenda Kirk: “Return to the 
Mission: Global Volunteers at the 
Texas Border”

•	 Nancy Lewis: “Easy, Enlighten-
ing, Entertaining Travel Opportu-
nities, Near and Far”

•	 Annette Lange Hildebrand: “Birds 
of a Feather”

•	 Kate Kelleher: “Connecting to 
Legislative Issues at the Oregon 
and National Levels”

•	 Shelly Gruver: “New Restraint 
& Seclusion Legislation: What 
Educators Need to Know”

•	 Cindy O’Mealy: “Everyone Is a 
Storyteller”

•	 Lynn Hughes and Kathy Martell: 
“What is a Sister Chapter?”

•	 Samantha Blake: “What’s New? 
Therapeutic Technologies Can 
Assist Our Students with Behavio-
rial Disorders”

•	 Dr. Wendy Hacke: “Unleashing 
Potential: International Supports 
You”

Wendy’s workshop (above) fea-
tured Zoom videos from Interna-
tional who shared ways that their 
work impacts that of the states and 
chapters:

1.	 Beverly Hall Maughan, Inter-
national President; 

2.	 Brenda Jensen, International 
Educational Excellence Com-
mittee NW Representative;

3.	 Sy Franco Stern, International 

Membership Director; 
4.	 Pat Bennett-Forman, US 

Forum Chair; 
5.	 Connie Rensink, Internation-

al Leadership Development 
Committee Chair; 

6.	 Dr. Teresa Cowan, DKG 
Visionary Network Ad hoc 
Committee Chair. 

Thank you, ladies, for your words 
of wisdom and encouragement!

Our Executive Board approved the 
budget and mileage rate for 2025-
2026 and voted to donate $10,000 to 
the scholarship endowment at Eastern 
Oregon University sponsored by Zeta 
Chapter. 

Dissolution requests from Iota and  
Alpha Phi chapters were accepted 
with sincere regrets. 

As you saw on the previous page, the 
Business Meetings accomplished a 
lot with good participation from all 
present. We have new officers and  
new elected committee members.. 
We have, approved Bylaws, Standing 
Rules and a new Appendix to the gov-
erning documents.

DKG  
PUBLICATIONS

Are you receiving copies of :

1.	 THE DKG News?  
2.	 The Collegial Exchange 

Magazine? 
3.	 The Journal?   

If not, sign in to dkg.org, 
then go to Publications.

Or ask your chapter president 
to assist you to have a copy  
mailed to your home.   

Stay in the “Know”!!
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CONVENTION
COLLAGES
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION
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Above:   
Jill Hollingsworth 
speaking on Artificial 
Intelligence.

Left:  Lisa Olson, via 
Zoom, provided an 
update on what’s new 
and interesting at In-
ternational--and what 
is planned.
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AWARDS & RECOGNTION

SERVICE TO  
       COMMUNITY	

Brenda Jensen,  
Alpha/2

SERVICE TO  
SOCIETY

Eloise Gibson,  
Beta Beta/5

SERVICE TO  
EDUCATION

Mary Jo Huisman, 
Lambda/3

We are all aware of this lady’s out-
standing commitment to DKG at 
the International, State and Chapter 
levels.  Many of us also know of 
her dedication to education.  But 
few realize her involvement in her 
community. 

•	 She has been a manager and/or 
board member of the Bedfield 
Cemetery for 20 years.  Who 
knew?

•	 She has been a board member 
of the Poe Valley Vector Con-
trol for 8 years.  Who knew?

•	 She has been a member and 
officer of her local grange for 30 
years.  Who knew? 

Because she has found time and en-
ergy to be involved to the max with 
education and DKG but also in her 
community, Oregon State Orga-
nization is proud to honor Alpha 
Chapter’s Brenda Jensen with the 
Service to Community Award.

This lady has been a dedicated DKG 
member since 2007.  The following 
biennium she was elected Record-
ing Secretary, followed by Chapter 
President, and then Corresponding 
Secretary for 2 biennia.  Her abil-
ities to lead and collaborate have 
been evident as she both chaired 
and served on several committees 
at the chapter and state levels.

•	 In her chapter and at our state 
level, she spearheaded the tran-
sition for newsletters from print 
to digital formats, reducing 
costs substantially.

•	 She co-founded Beta Beta’s very 
successful Spring Tea fundrais-
er. She continues to participate 
in as many activities and proj-
ects as possible.

 Oregon State Organization is 
pleased to present the Service to 
Society Award to a very deserving, 
Eloise Gibson.

This dedicated educator retired af-
ter teaching for 44 years; yet she has 
continued for the past 11 years as a 
substitute. She is one of those rare 
people who enjoy middle school 
students the most! 
 
She is a lover of literature and 
shared that love with her students. 
After retirement, she became active 
in her county’s literacy council, 
where she serves as co-president of 
the Board of Directors.  She pres-
ents BEAR books to the county 
rural libraries and sends library 
loaner sets of books to Lane County 
schools. 
 
Because of her consistent and 
long-time dedication to teaching, 
learning, and spreading the works 
of good literacy, Oregon State Orga-
nization is happy to present the Ser-
vice to Education Award to Lambda 
Chapter’s Mary Jo Huisman.
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ORDER OF THE ROSE

ROSETTE AWARD

LONGEVITY 
AWARDS

25 Years 

Angela T. Greenblatt,  
Alpha Phi

Camille Ronzio, Lambda
Christine Albright,  

Beta Gamma
Connie Slater, Zeta

Sharon Kabusreiter, Beta Beta
Gigi Gremmel, Lambda
Kathleen Hill, Omega

40 Years 

Evelyn Banko, Beta Beta
Delores Hulcheon, Beta Beta

Yvonne Fasold, Lambda
Pamela Damm, Beta Beta

Karen Olsen, Lambda
Darby Tracy, Lambda

50 Years
 

Joan Hladky, Lambda
Cari Hinesly, Omega

Charlotte Rice, Alphi Phi, 
Chapter Honorary Member

left to right
Alpha Omicron -- Linda McCoy

Beta Beta -- Dr. Wendy Hacke
Lambda -- Dr. Karren Timmermanns

Alpha -- Brenda Jensen
Omega -- Lynn Hughes & Lise Van Brunt

Chi -- Liz Simmons
Alpha Epsilon -- Marie Mueller

Sigma -- Vickie Jackson
Zeta -- Certificate mailed.
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AMBASSADOR Kathy Martell (L)
DOLLY PARTON IMAGINATION 

LIBRARY
 

SPECIAL SECRET AWARD 

I have been asked to present a Surprise 
Award to Ms. Kathy Martell. She is 
recognized for the time and energy she 
has put into working for the children 
of Oregon by ensuring them up to five 
years of cost- free, quality reading ma-
terials through Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library.

Kathy heard about the program 15 
years ago from Dr. Cindy Ryan, who 
had experience with the program while 
living in Minnesota.  Kathy set forth 
to further the spread of Dolly’s Library 
here in Oregon.  Kathy has and is 
serving on committees promoting this 
expansion and has presented to the 
state legislature the importance of early 
childhood reading experiences. Kathy 
has presented information about the 
Imagination Library to Oregon DKG 
at conferences and through workshops. 

Here’s to you, Kathy! Thank you for 
sharing your passion for learning! 
                               Sandy Watts (R)

THANK YOU, DKG, FOR  
40 YEARS! 

At May’s OSO Convention, I was honored to receive a 40-year member 
certificate. I have loved the support and friendship of my Lambda Chap-
ter sisters and of fellow DKG members throughout Oregon.  
 
DKG scholarships helped me complete my Ph.D., travel to Mayan sites 
in Central America, and invite Gabe and Izzy to be special guests for our 
“Teach Peace” convention in Eugene. The Golden Gift fund (now called 
DKG Ignite!) helped me develop leadership skills for all areas of my life 
and meet dynamic DKG women from throughout the U.S. and our Inter-
national member countries.  
 
Now it is MY turn to encourage YOU! Volunteer to lead or help, and you 
will enjoy learning and meeting others. Apply for a scholarship! Attend a 
conference or convention! Arrange or present a program! And remember 
to ask for help—because you are surrounded by women who care. 

With my love, Dr. Yvonne Fasold  
 
Past Lambda President 
Current active committee(s) member 
Past State Committees: Legislative, Leadership Chair, Educational Excel  
lence Chair, Membership, Nominations 
Past District 3 Coordinator

Membership Criteria Have Been Simplified! 

“Anyone who teaches anyone else anything at any time anywhere 
and is paid to do so is eligible for membership!”  When a member 
pays her dues, she is a full member. There is no need to wait un-
til spring to do an induction, as no induction ceremony is required.  
Chapters may still choose to do an induction ceremony at any point 
during a year and may do so after members have paid their dues.

 
DON’T MISS OUT! 

BETA BETA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION’S WOMEN 
WHO WINE FOR EDUCATION (and men!) 

still has tickets available.

June 26, 5 to 7 p.m., at the Nathman Building at Mary’s 
Woods-- Only $50 for a good cause; $20 is tax deductible.

Call 804-349-4114 for reservations today!!
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UPDATE on our World War II ROSIES
Our own DKG member Ardeth Woods and Clarice LeFreniere have been busy! You met Rosie Clarice at the 
2023 OSO Convention in Independence. At age 103, she is still inspiring us all, representing Rosies at spe-
cial events. In December she was one of four Rosies who participated in the Pearl Harbor Commemoration 
Ceremony in Hawaii. 

On March 21, Ardeth, with Clarice and her granddaughter Barbara, travelled to New Orleans, joining ten oth-
er Rosies to be honored on National Rosie the Riveter Day at the National World War II Museum. The Gary 
Sinese Foundation, which honors Veterans and Rosies, sponsored this trip for our Rosies. 

Both Ardeth and Clarice rode in the Portland Rose Festival Grand Floral Parade on June 7,  following the 
IBEW #48 (International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) entry of “Tribute Rosie” marchers. If you’d like 
to see more photos of these inspiring young women, go to https://www.ibew48.com/

Left:  Riding in the Rose Parade:  Ardeth Woods
Right:  This time, it’s Clarice LaFreniere

Left:  Clarice again with a group of 
IBEW Tribute Rosies

Below:  Ardeth with a different 
group of Tribute Rosies

Many thanks to the IBEW women 
who participated in this parade, gave 
permission to use the photos they 
took, and provided a special shpport 
to our Rosies by being “Tribute Ros-
ies” for a day in their honor.
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SAVE $$ AND HELP OTHERS
PUT YOUR RMD TO WORK

What is an RMD?  It’s that “Required Minimum  
Distribution”!

•	 Do you give to your favorite charities? 

•	 Do you want to support DKG through the Alpha Rho 
Foundation or International Funds (DKGIEF)? 

Remember, if you are 70½ or older, you can make a QCD 
(qualified charitable donation) directly from your IRA or 401K 
and you will owe no taxes on the amount donated. 

You save taxes, and your charity receives more money! Your 
donations must go to qualified charities with 501(c )3 or (c )6 
status. You can even divide it up. Last year, I designated RMD 
money to my church, to a University of Oregon Foundation 
scholarship, to Food for Lane County, and to ARF. I love hav-
ing my money go further to help others!

Ask Vickie Jackson about the ARF process and your financial 
advisor about the QCD process.  
                                                           Dr. Yvonne Fasold

UPDATE:  The Dolly Parton Imagina-
tion Library – Oregon 

Kathy Martell, DPIL Ambassador

•	 We are officially statewide! Every zip code in 
Oregon is covered.

•	 The state has its own website for The Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library

              https://imaginationlibrary.com/oregon/
•	 About 1/3 of Oregon’s children under 5 are 

currently enrolled. (66,890 as of 5/30/25) 
•	 A special thank-you to the chapters who have 

accepted the challenge and contacted their local 
affiliate to ask how they can help get the other 
2/3 registered! 

•	 As of June 1, 2025, all registered children can 
select what kind of books they want to receive 
each month:  all English books or bilingual with 
Spanish/English.

•	 Plans are underway to welcome Dolly to Or-
egon in 2026 to help us celebrate being state-
wide. FYI: Dolly will be 80 years old in January 
2026.

•	 HB 2811, the Imagination Library funding bill, 
is still waiting for the Ways & Means Commit-
tee to review it. The legislature is supposed to 
be done by the end of June, so watch for it to 
come up soon. 

•	 Kaylee and Laurie, the two ladies hired by the 
Dolly Parton Foundation, are also working 
closely with the Department of Early Learning 
to ensure their bill—SB 5514— and its funding 
make it through the final stage. Although DPIL 
is separate funding, the funds are dispersed 
through the Department of Early Learning & 
Care..

•	 The current advice from Kaylee is to keep high-
lighting the significance and impact of DPIL in 
Oregon. Laurie and Kaylee have been meeting 
with legislators to keep DPIL top of mind as the 
legislative session nears its end. 

 
CATCH UP W/ CHRIS 

Dr. Yvonne Fasold
Yvonne delivered three personal 
photo albums to Chris Luehring. 
They had mistakenly been deliv-
ered with the scholarship materials 
given to Marie Mueller to sort. Her 
report:

“Today (5/30/25) I returned the 
photo albums to Chris, and she was 
very pleased to have them.  I took 
her a DQ lunch, and we had a real-
ly nice visit while we ate. Her sister takes her to appointments, 
and she has a former student who comes Monday and Thursday 
to help her shower, clean her house, and buy groceries.

Her house is very convenient now that she has the wood floors 
for her walker and wheelchair, and she has a beautiful view 
of the mountains from her east window. In the photo, Chris is 
holding an autographed novel written 2025 by one of her stu-
dents, a Pleasant Hill High School grad, Class of 1981!”

For those of you who didn’t know Christine Luehring, she was 
a long time English teacher at Pleasant Hill High School, not 
far from Eugene, and was a strong DKG member who served in 
numerous DKG offices (chapter and state), including as Schol-
arship Chair for a decade or so! Chris was a superb proofreader 
for the Trail until a stroke caused major vision difficulty. We 
miss you, Chris!
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SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS  
ADVANCED STUDIES FOR  

LAMBDA MEMBER

I would like to extend my gratitude 
to the Oregon State’s Organization 
for awarding me the Emma Henkle 
Scholarship to attend an AI Confer-
ence in Porto, Portugal. Porto sits at 
the mouth of the Douro River, the 
largest river in the Iberian Peninsula. 
With a long, rich history, dating back 
to the 2nd century BCE as a Roman 
outpost, Porto was proclaimed a 
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1996. 
Grapes for port wine, named for Porto, 
are grown along the Douro River, 
positioning Porto for bottling, export, 
and local consumption.

The International Conference on Com-
puter Supported Education provided 
a space for teachers and scholars to 
share and discuss the newest educa-
tional tools and environments, and 
innovative technology-based teaching 
and learning strategies. The five con-
ference areas included: 

1.	 Artificial Intelligence in Education

2.	 Information Technologies Sup-
porting Learning 

3.	 Learning/Teaching Methodologies 
and Assessment

4.	 Social Context and Learning  
Environments

5.	 Ubiquitous Learning

The conference addressed the growing 
role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in 
K-12 education, particularly in the 
planning and teaching activities of 
classroom teachers and the learning 
experiences of students. Following 
the conference, I hope to more deeply 
address the importance for teacher ed-
ucators to stay informed about techno-
logical trends, specifically focusing on 
the integration of AI tools as thought 
partners in teaching and learning. 

Despite acknowledging that AI cannot 
replace the unique qualities of a class-
room teacher, we can help to ensure 
that teacher candidates develop the 
skills needed to effectively utilize AI. 
AI is already contributing to teaching 
and learning by assisting with vari-
ous tasks such as refining arguments, 
preparing materials, developing 
assessments, supporting multilingual 
students, and enhancing problem-solv-
ing and creative thinking skills. 

Recommendations from educational 
professionals suggest embracing AI 
to enhance learning, improve produc-
tivity, generate and organize content, 
rethink issues like cheating and plagia-
rism, and address learning gaps.

Karren Timmermans, PhD

and rewards of entrepreneurship and 
encourages an “entrepreneurial mind-
set.”  This scholarship amount will 
cover my living expenses for the two 
weeks in Prague. 

My focus will be on learning new 
ideas to enhance the learning experi-
ence for my students, who come with 
different majors, and would like to see 
convergence of technology subjects 
with other domains like commerce, 
music, gaming, art, and fashion. 

I have often found that by stepping 
out of my zone, I am able to meet new 
people and get new ideas. I would 
also explore the feasibility of taking 
my technology class in a study abroad 
model in 2026. 

Program Highlights

•	 Learn more about the Czech 
industry within which the business 
operates, including what it takes 
to start and run the enterprise and 
how they built their team

•	 Engage with industry leaders on 
how to find funding, how to pro-
mote diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion in a small business, and how 
to organize short activities; e.g.,  
prototyping or a Business Model 
Canvas.

•	 Attend guest lectures from 

WINNING WOMEN 
OREGON SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS

ISABELLE HUSTON  
COMMEMORATIVE  

SCHOLARSHIP 
My name is Manjula Bhatia. I have 
been part-time faculty at Portland 
Community College in Computer 
Science for the last two years.  

Thank you so much for awarding me 
the Isabelle Huston Commemorative 
Scholarship for a PCC Study Abroad 
program this summer. The program 
is a 9-week Introduction to Entre-
preneurship, including two weeks in 
Prague. It introduces the challenges 
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business faculty and meet with 
business students at the Prague 
University of Economics and 
Business.

•	 Explore the city of Prague and 
meet local historians to understand 
how Czech culture influences 
business practices.

Dates: This course starts with orienta-
tion and training at PCC in Portland, 
prior to program travel dates which are 
July 15 - 31, 2025. 

FUTURE OREGON 
TEACHERS RECEIVE  

CASH AWARDS from the 
Beta Beta Educational 

Foundation 
Kate Kelleher, Financial Award 

 Committee Member

In May 2025, four outstanding fu-
ture women Oregon educators were 
selected to share the $10,000 Beta 
Beta Education Foundation’s Mar-
garet Nielsen Financial Award. This 
competitive award is given to seniors 
and graduate level students enrolled in 
Oregon teacher preparation programs 
who can demonstrate financial need. 
Our recipients plan to teach in Oregon 
schools. They are:

1.	 Madilyn Brubaker, a senior at 
the University of Portland, who 
was awarded $3,500 to use for her 
educational and living expenses. 
She will also use the award to 
purchase classroom supplies. 

2.	 Alexis Hernandez, a senior at 
Pacific University, received a 
$3,500 award. Alexis plans to use 
the scholarship to cover living 
expenses. That will help provide 
the security of a stable and consis-
tent place to live while paying off 
college debt.

3.	 Eyerusalem “Juice” Dinkins is 
from Southern Oregon Universi-
ty where she is a graduate stu-
dent. She will use the $1,500 she 

received to cover childcare and 
living expenses.

4.	 Hannah Morris is a graduate stu-
dent at Eastern Oregon University. 
Hannah plans to use her $1,500 
award toward tuition and educa-
tion-related expenses. 

Last year, Ashley Hall, a graduate 
student from Eastern, asked to have 
her award deferred due to her miliary 
deployment. The BBEF Board agreed 
with Ashley’s request. She will be 
receiving her $2,500 award to use on 
educational expenses. 

The Beta Beta Education Foundation 
(the philanthropic arm of Beta Beta 
Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International) has awarded 
more than $136,000 to prospective 
women educators over the past 27 
years. 

Providing financial support to the next 
generation of outstanding Oregon 
teachers is just one of the many ways 
that the Beta Beta Chapter fulfills the 
DKG Mission Statement to “promote 
professional and personal growth of 
women educators and excellence in 
education.” To read more about us, 
check us out on this website:  Beta 
Beta Education Foundation

PERSONAL  
ENRICHMENT  

WINNER
Beta Beta member Deb Starr received 
a Personal Enrichment Grant which 
will help her in her work with being 
the SEL Coach/School Support Spe-
cialist. (Stay tuned for a write-up from 
the Scholarship Committee next time.)

 

DKG COLLEGIATE 
MEMBERSHIP 

As part of the OSO Membership 
Committee, Kelly McIntyre and 
Priscilla Ing have been making 
inroads at Pacific University, both at 
the Forest Grove main campus and at 

the Eugene satellite campus housed at 
Lane Community College. Barb Clau-
sen, former DKG Northwest Regional 
Director and successful Washington 
State DKG collegiate member organiz-
er, is advising this ad hoc committee. 

The goal is to get the word out to col-
legiate women about the positives of 
becoming a DKG member. The most 
obvious membership advantage for 
these women is the grant and schol-
arship possibilities. Another positive, 
especially in this day of Zoom, tex-
ting, and online classes, is the face-
to-face possibility of genuine fellow-
ship through chapter meetings. Barb 
communicated with the committee the 
importance of giving collegiate mem-
bers a safe space to share classroom 
successes, questions on both academic 
and student management topics, and 
preparing for the hiring process. 

As members of existing Oregon DKG 
chapters, please consider collaborating 
with a higher education institution 
near you. After connecting with a local 
institution, invite collegiate members 
to a meeting /class where experi-
enced educators can share information 
on topics such as student discipline, 
assessments, subject matter, hiring 
practices and job interview approach-
es. Barb also pointed out the benefit 
to traditional chapters where she 
has seen both active and retired ed-
ucators feel needed and reinvigorat-
ed as educators. YOU can help!

As Oregon ventures into colle-
giate membership, please be thinking 
how you can help. If anyone has con-
nections with a higher ed institution, 
please contact:

•	 Wendy Hacke at wdhacke57dkg@
gmail.com

•	 Kelly McIntyre at  kellymci@
hotmail.com 

•	 Priscilla Ing at priscilla.a.ing@
gmail.com  

We would like to begin working 
with student educators in Fall 2025 
and establish collegiate chapters 
during the 2025-26 academic year. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE &  
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE CORNER 

The International  Educational Excellence Committee has been very 
busy organizing several projects. A project dear to our hearts is the 
Impact Spotlight. This webpage gives chapters and states an opportu-
nity to spotlight their projects and programs for all to see. Any pro-
gram could inspire and impact others. Our own Kathy Martell (Alpha 
Epsilon) submitted the Dolly Parton project that she has worked so 
hard in developing for Oregon children. It is now featured on the web-
site. Lambda submitted their “Sweatsuits for Head Start Children.” It 
is in the process of approval, waiting for one more step, and will be 
posted soon. 

It’s okay if you have submitted your project  or program and you don’t 
see it right away. Once submitted, projects must go through a rigor-
ous approval process, beginning with being approved by committee 
members. They may give you a suggestion or ask for more informa-
tion. It then goes to International to be  approved by the EEC Liaison 
and International President Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan. We encourage 
you to add pictures in your submission. 

Use this link to see submissions that have been posted. Applications 
are available on the website if you would like to submit your proj-
ect. https://www.dkg.org/DKGSI/DKG-Impact 

On a personal note, I have enjoyed chairing the Oregon EEC Commit-
tee and am ready and available to help the newly appointed chair of 
Oregon’s EEC Committee. I want to thank my committee members:

Brenda Kirk (State Member) 
Dana Murphy (Beta Beta/5) 
Dr. Karren Timmermans (Lambda/3) 
Kate Kelleher (Beta Beta/5) 
Robbie Porter (Alpha/2) 
Samantha Blake (Zeta/1)

I will continue as the Northwest Representative on the International 
EEC Committee until June 30, 2026. 

MEDIA PERMISSION  
UPDATE

At state convention May 2-3, 2025, 
chapters were given the task of 
ensuring that their members have 
signed the permission form. The 
form allows the chapter and the state 
to put your name, photo, and com-
ments into articles, both digital and in 
print. 

CHAPTERS:  At convention, Bonita 
Fillmore gave each chapter president 
or her representative a packet of Media 
Permission Forms of members who 
have signed from that chapter.  

Presidents:  Please compare your 
membership list with the forms. Check 
off the names that Bonita Fillmore pro-
vided, then “harass” your other mem-
bers to be sure everyone has signed 
that Media Permission Form. Going 
forward, put a copy of the Media 
Permission Form with Form 81 New 
Member Form and you’ll be good.

Finding the Form:  

1.	 Go to www.dkgoregon.com
2.	 Click on Resources (far right of 

the top banner)
3.	 Click on State and Chapter Forms
4.	 Scroll down the left column to 

“Media Permission Form” (It’s 
just above State Awards.)

5.	 Print or forward in an email to 
members who have not yet signed.

6.	 Say “Return to 
____________________, (your 
chapter Secretary), at her email  
___________________ or mail 
to ___________________ (secre-
tary’s physical address).
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HOW IS PURPOSE #5 HELPING YOU?

Scholarships for Members 
 
Purpose Five of the DKG International Society is “To endow scholarships to aid outstanding women edu-
cators in pursuing graduate study, personal enrichment, seminars, etc.” at the State and International levels. 
In 2024-25 Oregon State Organization gave away a total of $21,664 in scholarship and grants-in-aid. This 
year—2025-2026—is the time to apply for a scholarship because our investments have created 5% earn-
ings, and we are able to give scholarships three times a year. Note: Your lifetime limit is three scholarships 
or grants-in-aid. 

Q & A?:  For information and a link to the current application form for scholarships, contact Lise Van 
Brunt, lisebvanbrunt@gmail.com or by phone at 541-660-6236.

Grants for Nonmembers 
 
To support the purpose of the DKG International Educators Foundation (DKGIEF)--“Giving to Educate the 
World,” the Oregon State Organization established the 501(c)(3) Alpha Rho Foundation, using our old state 
name from when DKG first came to Oregon. From the 1940s until after 2000, we were Alpha Rho State. 
The Foundation has an eight-member board meeting four times a year by Zoom to accommodate members 
from around Oregon. This Foundation does not take anything away from our Society’s scholarships or 
grants-in-aid. It is designed to allow nonmembers to receive a grant for an educational project.

Q & A?:  If you have questions, please contact Vickie Jackson by phone 541-475-7252 or email dandv-
jackson@gmail.com  Thank you for your help in helping the Alpha Rho Foundation to flourish through 
your volunteerism and tax-deductible donations.

RECOMMENDED READING 
Marie Mueller, Alpha Epsilon 

Antonek, Janis and Riebeling, Becky. DKG Visionary Networks:  Connecting Members and Adding Value to Mem-
bership,” [Personal Reflection/Anecdote] in The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin:  Collegial Exchange. (2025).  
91: 2, pp. 22-29. 

More about those new Visionary Networks and what they can provide.

Hacke, Dr. Wendy. “DKG Ignite:  Leaders Empowering Leaders 2024,” [Personal Reflection/Anecdote] in The Del-
ta Kappa Gamma Bulletin:  Collegial Exchange. (2025). 91: 2, pp. 32-33.

Hacke, Dr. Wendy. “DKG International Convention:  Perspectives from a First Timer.” [Personal Reflection/An-
ecdote] in The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin: (2025). 91: 4.  

	 Have you considered Ignite? Read Dr. Hacke’s personal reactions and how she benefitted.

Reid, T.R. “Social Security and Medicare,” in AARP Bulletin. (2025) 66:3 (May-June), pp. 6-16.

	 Social Security turns 90 this year; Medicare, 60.  Read the history, challenges, and how these programs affect 
America—and how we can continue them.

Wanchek, Kathy. “My Hakken Journey,” [DKG Practice/Program] in The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin:  Collegial 
Exchange. (2025). 91:4, pp. 45-47.

Nice item regarding international connections with Japan State Organization’s Beta Chapter. Just by 
chance, the article has a lovely photo which shows members that Alpha Epsilon has met on our sister chapter 
Zoom calls.
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CONGRATULATIONS,  WENDY!
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OREGON LEGISLATURE  & FEDERAL CONGRESS UPDATE
Kate Kelleher, Educational Excellence & Leadership Development Committee

A few general facts about our 
Oregon Legislature: One party is 
currently dominant, but it hasn’t 
always been. Short-term solutions 
occur due to our 2-year budget 
cycle. Legislative Work Groups 
(Committees) are where stake-
holders work together for a shared 
purpose. 

Oregon is called a “Citizenship 
Legislature,” meaning our leg-
islators have “real jobs.” Only 9 
other states have that structure. 
The House (60 members elected 
for 2-year terms) and Senate (30 
members who serve 4-year terms). 
Voting occurs on the even-num-
bered years. Currently, the Senate 
has 18 Democrats and 12 Re-
publicans, and the House has 36 
Democrats and 24 Republicans. 
They are in the final days of this 
long session. Local news features 
topics like transportation, building 
housing, and bump-stocks for guns; 
however, DKG focuses on students, 
women, and education, and we take 
a nonpartisan stance.

House Bill 2589 is the State School 
Funding bill that has agreed to 
$11.4 billion into the K-12 bud-
get, an increase of 11% from the 
previous biennium. Along with 
that money came Senate Bill 141, 
which established firmer account-
ability measures (gives more 
authority to the state rather than 
individual districts). The focus is 
on four areas: (1) reading outcomes 
at 3rd grade, (2) math outcomes at 
8th grade, (3) graduation rates, and 
(4) chronic absenteeism. Ensuring 
equitable access to education state-
wide is a hot topic. 

Senate Bill 5514 creates a 2% 
cut to all programs offered by the 
EDLC and a 10% cut to four spe-
cific programs:  Preschool Promise, 
Healthy Families Oregon, Early 

Childhood Equity fund and Parent-
ing Education. This is a big differ-
ence from Senate Bill 5506 in 2023 
that allocated $1.7 billion to the 
Department of Early Learning and 
Care. As a result, the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library was able to 
find partners in every county. We 
celebrated STATEWIDE EXPAN-
SION DAY on May 8. Will it stand 
with these cuts? Not sure. These 
decreases, coupled with the current 
Head Start budget cuts from the 
Federal government, could cause 
further cuts in this area where wag-
es are low and needs are high. 

Nationally, our country continues 
to be divided. Congress.gov is the 
best website to follow. Contact 
your Senators and Representatives 
as your passions dictate. Continue 
to seek your news from a variety 
of sources to enhance your point of 
view.

Regarding women, children, and 
education, DKG’s core issues, the 
current administration continues 
to decimate programs of support, 
as we have known them since the 
1970s. Regarding funding, only 
13.7% of funding for public educa-
tion comes from federal sources, or 
$1 in every $7 dollars. States fund 
public education with state and 
local funds. School boards oversee 
the spending. 

Facts about the 119th Congress:  
It is the most racially and ethnically 
diverse in history and includes the 
first openly transgender legislator 
at the federal level. 533 members 
were seated on January 3, 2025. 

Generation Xers (born between 
1965-1980) outnumber Boomers 
(born 1946-1964) in the House 
for the first time! 139 identify as 
Black, Hispanic, Asian, or Native 
American (26%). This population 

is 42% of the US. Women make 
up 28%  of Congress (29% in the 
House and 25% in the Senate) 
but we are 51% of the popula-
tion! LGBTQ members are 2.4% in 
Congress, and 9.3% in the US. 

The median age in the House 
is 57.5; the Senate is 64.7.  The 
Boomers have a slight majority in 
the Senate at 61%, the narrowest it 
has been in years. Only 100 Veter-
ans are serving in Congress with 
19% (9) women. 
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April 13, 2025

Dear Brenda Jensen-

The Arts and Humanities jury members and International DKG personnel are adjusting the size of submis-
sions for the Fall Gallery. We took a second look at the spring gallery and your submission falls under the new 
range. We are very happy to let you know that your Spring submission will appear on the Spring 2025 
gallery opening later this week.

Congratulations! The DKG International Arts and Humanities Jury thanks you for being among the DKG 
Gallery of Fine Arts entrants of the January 15 – February 15, 2025, submission period. Your photographs, 
Shipboard Visitor, and Butterfly Dreams have been accepted into the DKG Fine Arts Gallery.

An announcement will be sent to your State President, Webmaster, and Newsletter Editor. Please inform your 
Chapter President and Arts & Humanities liaison (if you have one). There is also a press release attached for 
your use in your local newspaper.

We are greatly interested in the Art Gallery and consider it a significant venture for the Society. We are con-
tinually impressed by the caliber of work submitted and the creativity of our members! Thank you for being 
so supportive! Again, congratulations on your accomplishment.

Sincerely,

DKG International Arts & Humanities Jury

CONGRATULATIONS,  

BRENDA! 
 

These photos were displayed  

at Spring Convention!
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CHAPTER CHATTER JUNE 2025

District 1

Iota (Umatilla & Morrow Cos.): 
OSO has, with sorrow, accepted the dissolution of Iota 
Chapter.

Nikii Murtaugh and Brenda Kirk, former Iota members and 
both now State members, attended the May 19 Zeta Chap-
ter meeting near LaGrande, meaning that they drove across 
the Blue Mountains to get there. This inspired the following 
musical tribute:

Over the Blues  
(Tune:  Over the River) 

 
Across the Blue Mountains,  

along the Grande Ronde, 
to ZETA Chapter we go. 

In Nikii’s RAV 4 while a double rainbow  
put on quite a show.

The hospitality was gracious,  
the food a delight, 

The company most divine. 
We shared the good news on scholarship use, 

and reports on the May conference so fine.

What would we tell our 18-year-old self? 
Introspection so sublime. 

But teachers know, as careers go, 
Ours stands the test of time.

District 2

Alpha (Klamath Co.):  Alpha’s last meeting was held at 
Brenda Jensen’s home with a taco & salad bar luncheon on 
May 31, 2025. We welcomed new members! 

Our induction ceremony included these women:

 
L to R:  Lita, Randi, Girlie, Allison, Annika

1.	 Leyieta (Lita) Noland, who works as a classroom coach 
for Klamath Family Head Start.

2.	 Randi Robertson, first grade teacher at Peterson 
Elementary, who just joined Alpha in May.

3.	 Girlie Faith Twyeffort, first grade teacher at Fer-
guson Elementary. She joined Alpha a year ago and 
we decided she needed to be inducted too.

4.	 Allison Willrett, classroom teacher at Klamath 
Family Head Start.

5.	 Annika Swisher, substitute teacher for both 
Klamath County and Klamath Falls City Schools. 

6.	 Ashley Doty, our collegiate member, could not 
attend our  luncheon as she was celebrating her 
graduation from Southern Oregon University. She 
was inducted via Zoom. Ashley has accepted a 3rd 
grade position at Joseph Conger Elementary School 
in Klamath Falls. She is now an active member of 
Alpha.

Those who attended this unusual (SO MANY induct-
ees!!) and fun day included Brenda Jensen, Lita Noland, 
Randi Robertson, Joanne Skinner, Girlie Faith Twyef-
fort, Randi Robertson, Judy Brimmer, Annika Swisher, 
and State President Darlene Cook, who traveled to 
Klamath Falls to participate in the induction,

Girlie Faith Twyeffort, Bonita Fillmore, Judy Brimmer, 
and Brenda Jensen attended the 2025 Oregon State 
Organization convention May 1-3 in Lebanon, Oregon, 
See their photo in the earlier collage.

District 3: Thank you, District 3, for spearheading the 
Hospitality Room and reception for everyone! Your 
work is much appreciated.

Lambda (Lane Co.): Lambda Chapter has had a busy 
spring! In February we met at the Maude Kerns Art 
Center in Eugene. We learned that Maude Kerns, 1899 
UO graduate, was a woman ahead of her time, inter-
nationally known as a leader in the Non-Objective Art 
Movement. The Maude Kerns Center presents exhibits 
and hosts classes for all ages. 

In March we expanded our horizons with a presentation 
by Dr. Scott Fisher, UO professor and director of the Pine 
Mountain Observatory. He shared his enthusiasm for 
space and his desire to awaken curiosity and wonder in his 
students. In doing so, he reminded each of our Lambda 
members to share our own curiosity and awe. 

In April we welcomed new members Carol Yahnar and 
Maria Rosa Fabian Alvizo. Membership chair Priscilla 
Ing, with the help of officers and members, conducted the 
beautiful induction ceremony.

Six Lambda members enjoyed the OSO Convention in 
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Lebanon. We helped sell tickets for the fund-raising baskets, 
learned from the interesting speakers and workshops, and 
were surprised by the beautiful gardens at the Boulder Falls 
Best Western. 

Our May brunch at the home of Guadalupe Jones was a 
delightful mix of social time, honoring our members, and 
planning for next year’s Lambda programs. 

Sigma (Bend, Redmond, Central Oregon):

Off Season Work for Mrs. Santa

 
Did you ever wonder what the Claus family does when 
it isn’t Christmas? Well, Mrs. Santa, alias Tina Deamon, 
Sigma Chapter, joined a non-profit community play pro-
duction to being laughter to Jefferson County, Oregon.

Easter Rock Hunt on the Madras Trail:  Sigma Chapter 
collects flat rocks, paints them, and then sets them along 
the trail for hikers, riders, etc., to pick up.

 

Sigma was well represented at the state convention, with 
Annette Lange Hildebrand and her husband providing 
music and Vickie working with finances.

District 4

Alpha Omicron (Columbia Co.): Alpha Omicron fin-
ished the season with style and smiles. Three members of 
the chapter attended and actively participated in the OSO 
Convention. They assisted with the election of new offi-
cers as a member of the Nominating Committee, accepted 
The Order of the Rose Award for their chapter, and as an 

Awards Committee chairman, helped in recognizing 
many deserving members throughout the state. Thank 
you,Linda McCoy, Sandy Watts, and Debbie Wells (L 

to R)  for representing our 
chapter. 

One week after the con-
vention, Alpha Omicron 
held its main fundraiser - 
Bunco de Mayo. This year, 
the weather cooperated, so 
a good number of people 
attended the Mexican din-
ner and Bunco games. 

We were pleased to 
welcome our OSO state president, Darlene Cook, and 
her smiling chauffer. Some members and their former 
students recognized each other and 
enjoyed reminiscing. Members 
dressed in look-alike Mexican 
shirts for the occasion. Prizes and 
drawings kept the giggles and 
smiles coming.

                         			        President Darlene &		
			                              Sandy Watts 

Selling tickets:  Kellee Malnasi and Nancy Lessard

District 5

Alpha Epsilon (Salem & Polk Co.): We’ve been busy! 
Planning is well underway for 2025-26, with some 
months’ plans in place and others still in the works. 
Three of our members attended the state convention in 
Lebanon. Kathy received recognition for her literacy 
work. Shirley House won a door prize!

We voted to continue our “Sister Chapter” relationship 
by Zoom with Alpha and Beta Chapters of the Japan 
State Organization. Scheduling is most challenging as 
we are dealing with the International dateline as well as 
time differences—and Japanese holidays are not when 
ours are.

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library project is going 
well statewide, so Alpha Epsilon is working to reach out 
to parents who have small children, ages 0 to 5, who are 
eligible to enroll.

Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sherwood):  In May 
Nancy Lewis hosted a quick introductory class for our 
members in Parliamentary Procedure. 
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•	 Deb Starr received a Personal Enrichment Grant which will help her in her work with being the SEL Coach/School 
Support Specialist.

•	 Manju Bhatia received the Isabelle Huston Commemorative Scholarship which she will use towards a Study Abroad 
program that encourages entrepreneurial mindset. 

Our Educational Excellence committee awarded funds to two schools:

Tualatin High School:

•	 Success Coaching System for chronic absenteeism - $4,420 (partial for request for $5,000)

•	 Blood Splatter Chamber - $350

•	 Materials (Basketballs and jerseys) for students with functional needs - $1058.68 (partial for request of $2,000)

Twality Middle School:

•	 Curriculum for students with functional needs - $130 

•	 Phonics and reading materials - $480 

•	 Curriculum for students with disabilities - $116.07

•	 Materials for “Thinking Math” curriculum - $356.25  
 
Plans are underway for our summer gathering at Cook Park on Monday, August 11th. It’s always good to get  
together!!

District 6

Chi (Clackamas):  Fifteen Chi members and sev-
eral guests enjoyed an evening at Eldon’s Bar and 
Grill at the last spring meeting in May. There were 
those who brushed up on their line dancing, some 
who learned a new card game or two, and those 
who just enjoyed friendship and getting to know 
each other. Since our last meeting was dedicated 
to the fellowship of DKG, we felt that we did an 
excellent job in completing this purpose.  
Happy summer to all from Chi Chapter. >>>>

Alpha Phi (Multnomah Co.):  OSO has, with sorrow, accepted the dissolution of Alpha Phi Chapter. 

Our chapter met for the last time in April. We ended with a 
small ceremony and each of us received long stem red roses. 
We came in as initiates with a red rose, and left with one, while 
acknowledging our continued devotion to each other for over 
40 years. 

At convention, a surprise from her members brought Alice 
to tears, as she received a certificate of recognition from the 
members of her chapter for her multiple decades of dedica-
tion to DKG at the chapter, state, and International levels. 
Alice Hartness-Reichle has transferred her membership to 
Chi Chapter to maintain her connections to and support for 
DKG of Oregon.                      Alpha Phi’s Rose Goodbye>>>



 
RETURN ADDRESS 

The New Oregon Trail is an offical 
publication of the Oregon State  

Organization of The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International.

c/o
Vickie Jackson, OSO Treasurer

235 S.E. C St.
Madras, OR 97741-1732

Wendy’s Summer Travels.
June 24 Prez-2-Prez Zoom
Jun 26 Beta Beta Women Who Wine Lake Oswego
Jul 29 -  
Aug 2 International Conference New Orleans,  

Louisiana

Aug 15 State Leadership Training 
All members are welcome!

Lake Oswego 
Mary’s Woods


