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LEARN WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN OREGON  

Read the Committee and District 
Coordinator reports on the web-
site. Grace has done a wonderful 
job of making sure the info is avail-
able for you. 

 
2024-2025  

DUES ARE DUE BY 

JUNE 30  
If you haven’t yet sent your 
payment to your chapter  

treasurer, please do so  
before the 30th.   

Next due date for The New 
Oregon Trail is  

August 20.  

Learn all about the Fall Con-
ference at Jefferson--and tell us 
what your chapter is doing this 
coming year.

WE HAVE DATES!
UPCOMING OREGON STATE DKG 

EVENTS

Thursday, June 27, 2024
 9:00 am on Zoom
Training for 2024-26 incoming chapter officers

Saturday, October 19, 2024
Time TBD
2024 Fall Conference
Place:  Jefferson School District
1328 North 2nd St.
 Jefferson, OR 97352

Friday/Saturday, May 2-3, 2025
DKG Oregon State Organization Convention
Best Western Boulder Falls Inn (photo below)
505 Mullins Dr.
Lebanon, Oregon 97355
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2023-2025  
Oregon President

Darlene Cook

Left:  International Guest  
Dr. Lyn Schmid &   

Right: Oregon President  
Darlene Cook.

School is out, and summer is official-
ly here! Oregon members enjoy the 
warm weather and are busy making 
plans for the coming year!

Our state conference at the Run-
ning Y Resort in Klamath Falls was 
awesome! A special thank you to our 
Steering Committee, led by Immedi-
ate Past President and EEC / Leader-
ship Chair Brenda Jensen, for putting 
together such a wonderful event! An 
art gallery of member masterpiec-
es, shopping for lovely items at the 
Unique Boutique, and buying tickets 
in hopes of taking home a beautiful 
basket were only a few of the op-
portunities available to conference 
attendees. Funds raised from sales at 
the Unique Boutique and the basket 
auction will help support members 
traveling to state and international 
events. Fourteen workshops on a 
variety of topics were informative, en-
couraging and motivating. Thank you 
to the many workshop presenters who 
shared with us. We had an opportunity 
to fellowship and to network not only 
with members from around the state, 
but also from California and New 
Hampshire as well. Welcome ladies! 
It was great to have you share the 
weekend with us. Since some of you 
are in the Northern California area, 
we hope to see you again! 

The vitality, relevance. and sustain-
ability of DKG was evident not only 
in our theme “95 Years of Sisters 
Building Sustainability,” but through-

out the conference. From the trolley 
and museum tour, the presentation 
on one-room schools in the Klamath 
area, and the keynote address “DKG: 
Relevant, Then and Now” presented 
by our Society Representative Dr. 
Lyn Schmid, DKG Oregon is not only 
celebrating our history as a state orga-
nization but is looking forward to the 
future! At this conference we celebrat-
ed our 83rd birthday! In 1929, DKG 
International will be 100 years old!

To be viable, relevant, and sustain-
able, DKG must recruit and retain 
members. Our state organization 
celebrated the success of the chapter 
SMART goals designed to increase 
member recruitment, retention, and 
revitalization. Guided by Dr. Wen-
dy Hacke, State Vice President and 
Membership/Expansion Chair, the 
plan led to the induction and reinstate-
ment of 20 new members! A special 
welcome to our new and returning 
members! And for those who retained 
their membership in DKG over the 
years, we recognized and honored 
them. A beautiful White Rose Cere-
mony recognized the 11 Oregon mem-
bers who had passed since our 2023 
convention.

Welcome, new chapter officers! 
Thank you for stepping up to serve 
your chapter! May your term be filled 
with smiles, warmth, friendship, 
fellowship, and successful, enriching 
projects and events. You and the work 
that you do at the chapter level are 
the backbone of our Society! To help 
you better understand your responsi-
bilities, the Executive Committee has 
scheduled a Zoom training for chapter 
officers from 9 -11 a.m. on Thursday, 
June 27th. All Oregon members are 
invited to attend, so watch for a Zoom 
invitation in the next few days.

I encourage you to welcome and 
embrace the new biennium of chapter 
leaders. Support our new leadership 
teams and continue to participate at 
all levels of our Society. Discover 
the benefits of membership in Delta 

Kappa Gamma. Apply for scholarships 
and grants. Sign up for conferences, 
workshops, and webinars. In just a few 
weeks, five of our Oregon members 
will head to National Harbor, MD,  for 
the 2024 International Convention. I 
am pleased to be participating in the 
convention with Dr. Wendy Hacke, 
Vickie Jackson, Kaye Jones, and Nan-
cy Lewis. Our votes on the amend-
ments to the International Constitution 
will determine the direction of our 
Society in the future, so please share 
your comments and opinions with us.

Looking forward….Our Fall Con-
ference is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 19, at the Jefferson School 
District facilities in Jefferson, OR, and 
our 2025 Convention will be held on 
Friday and Saturday May 2 - 3 in Leb-
anon at the Best Western Boulder Falls 
Inn. Mark your calendars. You will not 
want to miss these two events!

I look forward to working with our 
Oregon DKG members in the coming 
year. Please invite me to visit your 
chapter and to attend your special 
events. With warm regards,

Darlene
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Special Thanks  

to our proofreaders for  
The New Oregon Trail

Darlene Cook
Kathie Hill

Alpha			   4
Alpha Epsilon		  4
Alpha Omicron		 3
Alpha Phi		  1
Beta Beta		  10
Beta Gamma		  1
Alpha Eta, CA		  1
Gamma Nu, CA		 3
Chi			   4
Iota			   2
Kappa			   3
Lambda		  5
Omega			   4
Psi			   4
Sigma			   3
Zeta			   2
Total 	         55 

including
Dr. Lyn Schmid, PA, our  

International Guest 

Saturday dinner:            64 --with 
friends, husbands, and members

Two NEW members attended:  Girlie 
Faith Twyeffort (Alpha) and Melanie 
Mobley (Psi)

Five “first-timers” (including the two 
new members above)  

Lark Abrahamson, Alpha Epsilon
Rebecca Marti, Kappa

Diane Lindeleaf, Sgima        
 
Ann Gaffney, Omega/2  from New 
Hampshire and now from Ashland!

Who attended in 
Klamath Falls?

Awards Updates
Due Aug. 1

A Reminder to Chapter  
Presidents

Please take time at your next chap-
ter meeting to discuss the Award 
Forms sent to you via email the 
first week of June. The Awards 
Committee would like your input 
by August 1, so we can revise the 
forms, if needed, before our Fall 
Conference.  

Send your comments to Kathy 
Martell at kkm4dkg@gmail.com. 

 
Form 110 Reporting

Due June 30  
2024-2026 Chapter Officers

Form 110 is due to OSO President 
Darlene Cook via email or mail as 
soon as possible. 

Form 110 is due to DKG International 
via email or mail by June 30, 2024. 
See the form for details. 

Even if you have the same officers as 
the last two years, you must complete 
and submit the form for both OSO 
and DKG International. International 
wipes the slate clean every two years 
after June 30 every biennium.  
  Find the Form:  www.dkgoregon.
com Choose Resources. Select 
Forms. Choose Form 110.

ATTENTION 2024-2026 
CHAPTER OFFICERS!

 
Join us for the chapter officer training 
session on Zoom, June 27, from 9-11 
a.m. During this session you will:

•	 Learn about the responsibilities of 
your position.

•	 Become familiar with Oregon 
Bylaws and Standing Rules; learn 
about proposed amendments to the 
International Constitution.

•	 Discover communication tools and 
opportunities. 

•	 Become familiar with updates 
from membership and with the 
responsibilities of chapter treaurers.

•	 Network with chapter officers from 
around the state

Plan to attend. Watch for the Zoom 
invitation arriving soon! Comments and 
suggestions gladly accepted!   
		  Darlene Cook

DATES TO USE
OREGON 

June 27, 2024--Zoom--9 a.m.
OSO Leadership Training

June 30, 2024 
Members:  Send your member dues to 

your  chapter treasurer.

July 15, 2024 
Chapter Treasurers:  Annual Report due  

to Vickie Jackson, Oregon Treasurer

August 20 
Deadline for next Trail: 

October 19
Fall Conference, Jefferson

October 31, 2024
Chapter Webmasters:  Website compli-

ance renewals due to Internatiional

November 15, 2024
Chapter treasurers:  IRS Form 990 due

May 2-3, 2025 
Oregon State Convention, Lebanon
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CONFERENCE
REVIEW
THANK YOU,  

CONFERENCE  
PRESENTERS!

Our keynoters, Mr. Todd Kepple, 
Director of the Klamath County Mu-
seum, and Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, our 
International guest from Pennsylva-
nia, both provided entertainment and 
ideas to take away.

Todd Kepple guided our tours to 
the Kamath Count Museum and the 
Baldwin Hotel Museum, personally 
driving us there in the replica trolley. 
He made us think during his lunch-
time discussion of early education in 
the Klamath Basin. We saw photos of 
old schools for both white and Native 
American students. Students pictured 
looked much different from those 
we see today. The main variation 
between white and Native American 
kids seemed to be that more (but not 
all) white children wore shoes. Even 
on “picture day,” most kids were 
poorly dressed by today’s standards, 
but otherwise looked like regular 
kids. The schools were typical—no 
indoor plumbing, no electricity, hand-
pumped water—but they still educat-
ed the children. Be grateful for more 
accessible buildings, heat (without 
chopping wood), and even AC—and 
janitors!!

Dr. Lyn Schmid was warmly wel-
comed back to Oregon! I can safely 
say that she didn’t look a day older 
than on her last visit—and this was 
after a non-relaxing night spent in 
the Phoenix, Arizona, airport on her 
way here! In her presentation at the 
President’s Banquet Buffet Satur-
day evening, Lyn spoke on “DKG:  
Relevant—Then and Now!” She 
pointed out that the Seven Purposes 
of the Society still resonate in today’s 
educational climate, as witness 
the recent teacher strikes for better 
working conditions, better pay, equi-
table treatment—and a sign of these 
times—safety for school staff and all 
students. Purpose 6 reads “To stim-
ulate the personal and professional 

THANKS TO OUR 
SPECIAL GUESTS

Oregon State Organization DKG 
extends a heartfelt thank you to all 
our guests:  Sheila Gaiser, Dr. Glee 
Brooks, Cathie Lynch, and Daphne 
Cagle from California, and Dr. Ann  
Gaffney from New Hampshire 
as well as Barbara Clausen who 
participated from Washington via 
ZOOM for attending the 2024 Ore-
gon State Conference at the Running 
Y Ranch in Klamath Falls in May. 
Their presence and participation 
helped to make it a memorable and 
engaging experience. We hope that 
they gained valuable insights and 
connections from the event.

Oregon State Organization DKG 
especially wants to thank both 
Barbara and Daphne for their time 
and attention in co-presenting at 
the conference. Their participation 
in the development and presen-
tation of the Ment“her”ship: The 
Bridge to Membership and Leader-
ship workshop is truly appreciated. 
As is Daphne›s co-presentation of 
the Self-care for Special Education 
Staff workshop. Both workshops 
were well attended and received 
positive feedback. We hope that 
they found the event informative 
and enjoyable, and that their experi-
ences will be shared with members 
in their home states. We value their 
support and look forward to seeing 
them at future events.

A warm thank you, too, for the 
husbands and family members 
who accompanied our ladies to this 
meeting. Your support means a lot to 
all of us.

growth of members and to encourage 
their participation in appropriate 
programs of action.”  Lyn spoke of 
the effects of DKG Awards and Lead-
ership programs:  Purpose 2:  “To 
honor women who have given or who 
evidence a potential for distinctive 
service in any field of education.”  
And Purpose 3:  “To advance the 
professional interest and position of 
women in education.”

Certainly, help was needed back in 
the 1930s with the Great Depression 
devastating living conditions and 
threatening the ability to live at all, 
while events leading to World War II 
were evident to those who looked. 

Is help needed today? How are 
we doing in 2024? High inflation. 
Housing insecurity. School closures. 
Teacher strikes. Mental illnesses. A 
new physical threat—drug abuse. 
Unrest in the Middle East. Russia 
v. Ukraine. School shootings. Wag-
es that don’t keep up with the cost 
of living. Global warming and its 
threats---Hmmm. That resonates with 
Purpose 4:  “To initiate, endorse, and 
support desirable legislation or other 
suitable endeavors in the interests of 
education and women educators.” 

We could quote the rest, but Lyn’s 
speeches—both her presentation on 
what’s happening at the International 
office and what changes may occur 
during the 2024 National Harbor 
DKG Convention—showed those of 
us in Klamath Falls that the purposes 
of DKG are alive, DKG is still need-
ed, and DKG members are currently 
working to show the worldwide 
Society how valuable teachers in all 
fields of endeavor are and to remind 
us all that we are stronger together 
because we understand and support 
one another. 

So? Invite your colleagues to join us. 
They need the fellowship, friendship, 
support, recognition, and understand-
ing that come from being with others 
in the same line of work.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE 
 KLAMATH FALLS  
CONVENTION:  A  

CALIFORNIA 
PERSPECTIVE 

Daphne Cagle, CA  Alpha Eta

Glee Brooks, CA Gamma Nu 
Cathie Lynch, CA Gamma Nu 
Daphne Cagle, CA Alpha Eta 
Sheila Gaiser, CA Gamma Nu

Four California DKG members 
attended the Oregon State Conven-
tion on May 17-18, 2024, in Klam-
ath Falls, Oregon. Daphne flew to 
Portland and came to the convention 
site with Wendy Hacke. DKG Oregon 
Vice-President. The others live in the 
Mount Shasta area and came by car 
for Saturday only. 

For Daphne, a highlight was talking 
to Oregon members about DKG and 
membership. She has been working 
with Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta Chap-
ter, and with Oregon chapter mem-
bership chairs throughout the year. 
Daphne wants to thank Wendy and 
all Oregon Membership Chairs and 
members for working to recruit fan-
tastic educators for DKG Oregon. It 
was a privilege to share membership 
ideas with Oregon. Many of these 
ideas were passed on to the Interna-
tional Membership and Expansion 
Committee after the conference.

The Mount Shasta members noted 
that they learned from the sessions 
they attended. They enjoyed the 
membership and mentorship sessions 
and plan to bring ideas presented in 
Oregon to their California chapter. 
Cathie Lynch, CA Gamma Nu Chap-
ter, noted that the northern California 
chapter plans to maintain ties with 
their Oregon sisters in Klamath Falls. 

The California members wish to 
thank Darlene Cook, Oregon State 
President, and the Oregon members 
for the warm welcome they received.  

THANK YOU! 
To our wonderful workshop presenters!

Andra Hollenbeck: 	 NAMI Family and Friends

Stephanie Potter: 	 Conscious Discipline

Kaye Jones:		  Seeking Leaders—Why the Nominating  
			   Committee?	

Tanya Ward:		  Essential Ingredients for PLC’s (Professional  
			   Learning Communities)

Brenda Kirk:		  Global Volunteers’ Service Mission to the Texas  
			   Border

Kate Kelleher:		  Legislative Updates at the State & National Level

Bonita Fillmore:	 Czech Settlement of Malin

Diane Lindeleaf:	 Rain Forests of the Ocean: Sustainability of Our  
			   Planet

Girlie F. Twyeffort:	 How a Little “What If?” Turned into a Dream

Dr. Wendy Hacke & Daphne Cagle & Barbara Clausen:	

			   Ment “her” ship:  The Bridge to Membership and 	
  `			   Leadership

Debbie Plummer:  	 Creative Writing Done Right

Dr. Wendy Hacke & Daphne Cagle:	   	  
			   Self-Care for Special Ed Educators

Nancy Lewis:	 How to Run an Efficient Meeting (This was not Par-
liamentary Procedure 101!)

Lori Ross:	 Mentoring Early Educators

Out of State DKG Members:  Sheila Gaiser, CA; Dr. Ann Gaffney, New 
Hampshire; Dr. Glee Brooks, CA; Cathie Lynch, CA;  Daphne Cagle, CA; 

and--not pictured--Dr. Lyn Schmid, Pennsylvania!
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THANK YOU!   
To our outgoing, staying on, and incoming presidents! Your hard work and dedication 

is the inspiration keeping our chapters thriving and our members interested.

Your Executive Team and Board of Directors

District Chapter 2022-2024 (outgoing) 2024-2026 (incoming)
1 Zeta Sandy Rysdam Audrey Cant
1 Iota Allison Van Ocher --
2 Alpha Bonita Fillmore Brenda Jensen

2 Omega Lise VanBrunt 
Lynn Hughes

Lise VanBrunt 
Lynn Hughes

3 Kappa Mariann Jones Kaye Jones 
Shelly Gruver

3 Lambda Dr. Yvonne Fasold 
Dr. Karren Timmermans

Dr. Karren Timmermans 
Marj Maxwell

3 Sigma Vickie Jackson Vickie Jackson
4 Alpha Omega Judy Mattson Judy Mattson
4 Alpha Omicron Sandy Watts Sandy Watts

5 Psi Judy Forsberg 
Sue Pass Dr. Kelly McIntyre

5 Alpha Epsilon Kathy Martell 
Marie Mueller

Kathy Martell 
Marie Mueller

5 Beta Beta Kim Brown 
Heidi Gorka

Dr. Wendy Hacke 
Eloise Gibson

6 Alpha Phi Alice Hartness-Reichle Elaine Drakulich 
Angela Greenblatt

6 Chi Liz Simmons Liz Simmons 
Cindy O’Mealy

6 Beta Gamma Linda Fuellas 
Ardeth Woods

Linda Fuellas 
Ardeth Woods

n/a State Vickie Jackson Vickie Jackson

‘Way to go, Oregon!

Did you read your Collegial Exchange? If not, check out the spring edition.  
Oregon is represented or mentioned in two articles: 

1.	 “Leading Together with Logic Model Plans:  Planning for a vibrant Fu-
ture,” by Debbie LeBlanc, Beverly Hall-Maughan, and Connie Rensink, 
pp. 5-9.  

2.	 “The Cat’s Meow:  Alternative B,” by Brenda Kirk (Iota/1) and Casano-
va, Brenda’s cat; pp. 23-24.
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AWARDS 2024 
 

Pam Boston (left) 
Omega Chapter 

2024 Service to Community 
Award

This Omega member has been a wom-
an-of-all-trades in the solid support of 
Episcopal churches and their Sunday 
school programs in both Medford and 
Grants Pass. She has served as Direc-
tor of Christian Education, has written 
curriculum, trained new teachers, and 
taught preschool. For five years, she 
visited inmates and volunteered at 
the Rogue Valley Youth Correctional 
Facility. 

She is an advocate for developmental-
ly disabled and delayed people. She 
volunteered and facilitated a weekly 
bowling league for developmentally 
delayed folks. She has been a board 
member for ARC of Josephine County 
and was a board member for Southern 
Oregon Aspire – supporting the devel-
opmentally delayed adult population 
with securing housing and jobs. She 
volunteers with, plans, and coordinates 
Special Olympics in Josephine Coun-
ty. She is generous and giving of her 
time and talents to their 180 athletes 
and their families.

 Omega Chapter and Oregon State 
Organization are proud of Pam Boston 
and happy to recognize her with the 
Service to Community Award.

 
Barbara Mills 

Beta Beta Chapter  
2024 Service to Society 

Award
It has been said that without the lead-
ership, talents, and organization of 
this member, Beta Beta would not be 
the successful chapter that it is today. 
She has served as chapter secretary, 
treasurer, vice president, and presi-
dent. She has attended four Interna-
tional Conventions and Conferences. 
She has served on almost all of Beta 
Beta’s committees. Her direction and 
organization skills have been essential 
to Beta Beta’s Spring Tea, Lasagna 
Dinner, and November Auction. She 
plays a huge part in the success of Beta 
Beta’s fundraisers.

Barbara epitomizes DKG cooperation 
and sisterhood. She knows everyone in 
the chapter, and everyone knows her. 
Beta Beta Chapter is grateful to Barba-
ra Mills for her leadership, friendship, 
and commitment to the goals of DKG. 
Oregon State Organization is happy 
to recognize Barbara Mills with the 
Service to Society Award.

2024 Longevity Awards
1999 – 25 years -	 Judy Brimmer – Alpha
			   Theresa Taylor – Alpha Phi
			   Marilyn J. Olson – Beta Beta
			   Judith A. Forsberg – Phi

1974 – 50 years -	 Ardeth T. Woods – Beta Gamma
			   Charleen Brown – State Member

1969 – 55 years -	 Cheryle Baker – Alpha Omega

 
Order of the Rose 

Awards
 

Alpha
Alpha Epsilon
Alpha Omicron

Beta Beta
Omega

Psi
Zeta

 
2024 Service to Education 

Award
No candidates were submitted by 

chapters this year.
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2024  
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

With challenges due to personnel and 
health, the committee responded to 
applications received by the March 
1 deadline. Committee members are 
Lise Van Brunt, Interim Chair, Ome-
ga/2; Nikii Murtaugh, Iota/1; Julie 
Voelker Morris, Lambda/3. Scholar-
ship Awards for 2024 are:

1.	 Vickie Jackson, Sigma/3, will 
receive a Personal Enrichment 
Commemorative Scholarship of 
$2,600. 

2.	 Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta/5, will 
receive a Personal Enrichment 
Commemorative Scholarship of 
$2,600. 

Vickie and Wendy are both using their 
funds to attend the DKG International 
Conference this summer. 

3.	 Emily Tarbell, Alpha Epsilon/5, 
will receive a Personal Enrichment 
Commemorative Scholarship of 
$3,500. It will help her go with a 
group of adults and students from 
her school community who will 
be traveling to Kawagoe City in 
Japan. It is a great honor for Emily 
to be going as a teaching repre-
sentative for her school. There 
is already a connection between 
Emily’s chapter and this city 
through the Sister City program. 
They have been considering how 
to help establish a DKG Chapter 
in Kawagoe City. 

4.	 Melanie Mobley, Psi/5 applied 
for the Isabelle Houston Scholar-
ship. She has been very active in 
her community and her schools 
as both teacher and administrator. 
She recently decided to return to 
the classroom as a teacher and 
is pursuing an endorsement as a 
Reading Specialist. She is eager to 
use the knowledge to help her stu-
dents become successful readers. 
Melanie will receive an Isabelle 
Houston Scholarship for $2,300.

OSO + DKG + OR + DPIL
WORKING TOGETHER FOR YOUNG CHILDREN AND FAMILIES!

Did you know that  Oregon has over 123,838 infants and toddlers 
which represents 2.9% of its population?

I challenge you, Oregon State Organization (OSO) of Delta Kap-
pa Gamma (DKG), to help Oregon (OR) get every child in the state 
under five enrolled in The Dolly Parton Imagination Library (DPIL)! If 
your chapter is up to the challenge, follow the steps below and let our 
state know DKG is working hard to support our children and families!

1.	 Click on the QR

2.	 Type in a zip code for the area(s) your chapter 
covers to see if there is already an affiliate for 
the DPIL program.

3.	 If Yes is the answer – Call that affiliate and ask 
what you can do to help register students in that zip code.

4.	 If No is the answer— Go to The Dolly Parton Imagination Library’s  
website https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/start-a-program/ to find 
out about starting a program. The affiliate MUST be a 501(c)3!  
Small chapters cannot do this alone but can be a real help to who-
ever the affiliate is.  Alpha Epsilon Chapter is very involved with 
the affiliate Marion and Polk County Early Learning Hub and now 
all but one town—Dallas— has the program, and we are hoping to 
have Dallas soon join in.

5.	 Contact your local library or your county’s Early Learning 
Hub https://www.oregon.gov/delc/programs/pages/hubs.
aspx to see if they might be willing to be the affiliate for your zip 
code and ask what you can do to help them get it started. 

6.	 Remind the library or learning hub that the state now offers 50% 
matching funds.  Once a group decides they want to be an affiliate 
and fills out the appropriate form online, they will be contacted 
by Rachel King from the Dolly Parton Foundation who is the NW 
Regional Director. She handles the 50% matching funds with the 
state. The affiliate just has to figure out how they will raise their 
50%. You can call Margie Lowe at the Marion and Polk Early 
Learning Hub 503-559-9610 or email her at mlowe@earlylearning-
hub.org to find out how to connect with the state funds.

Members can go to youtube.com to watch the Dolly Parton Imagina-
tion Library announcement from May 7, 2024, to see Dolly Parton wel-
come Oregon as a statewide program and to hear what else Oregon 
is doing to support Early Childhood Education

As of the writing of this article June 6, there are 55,144 chil-
dren under 5 enrolled in the program in Oregon. (FYI That number 
rises and falls slightly when children who have a fifth birthday are 
removed as their birthday arrives.)
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   MONEY MATTERS	                
BASKET MONEY 

Thank you for buying tickets! The $871 
raised by the beautiful baskets will 
contribute to the Gamma Fund that 
helps member and officers travel to 
state and International functions.

BIRTHDAY LUNCH DONATION

The ad hoc collection of $600 at lunch 
gathered funds to assist Girlie Faith 
Twyeffort, Alpha/2, and her project 
of shipping book donations to the 
Phillipines.

$$$$$

YEAR-END REPORT FOR OREGON’S  
UNIQUE BOUTIQUE 
Catie Thurber-Brown, Chair  --  cthurberbrown@gmail.com 
 
The Boutique did well at the Running Y Conference, bringing in $525. We had 
a few card sales, so we paid $3.73 in fees to the Square, resulting in net sales of 
$521.27.

This year we awarded $1,400 in Boutique Treasure Stipends to these first-time 
attendees:  

•	 Tara Heikila (Alpha Epsilon) $500 to attend the National Legislative 
Seminar in Washington, DC.

•	 Dr. Wendy Hacke (Beta Beta) $500 to attend DKG Ignite! 
•	 Girlie Faith Twyeffort (Alpha) $100 to attend OSO Convention at Run-

ning Y. (To reimburse chapter for expenses already incurred.)
•	 Nancy Jo Lewis (Beta Beta) $300 to attend DKG International Conven-

tion

We are proud to have awarded a total of $15,450 since 2007!

As one can see, we have distributed much more money than we’ve brought in 
this year. Since COVID, our sales opportunities have greatly decreased. Where 
we used to be invited to four or five events a year, we now only have one or 
two. Having the 2021 DKG International Convention in Portland really helped 
our bottom line. We have been able to award several stipends because of those 
profits, but we have now exhausted those. 

The past two years our only on-site sales have been the OSO State Convention/
Conference. Due to scheduling conflicts, we were not able to participate in the 
Fall Conferences, but we do plan on being at the Fall  2024 event; however, we 
have had a few email and website sales. I am hopeful more events/meetings will 
be available during this upcoming year. We would love for chapters to invite the 
Boutique to a meeting or event.

For 2024-2025, our goals are:

•	 Promote the Boutique Treasure Stipend for first-time attendees.
•	 Update the Boutique website, https://the-unique-boutique-100675.weebly-

site.com/
•	 Promote the website by placing ads in other state’s newsletters.
•	 Continue to find new merchandise.
•	 Encourage members to join our committee and to share the work and fun. 
•	 Take the Boutique to more events/meetings.

Thank you for your continued support of the Unique Boutique. Would you like 
to join our committee? I would love to have more members on our committee 
who could help us expand our sales and meet our goals. Just email me!

Catie & a customer 
at the Running Y 

Conference

THANK YOU, TODD!!
BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON 

SPEAKER

What a great time we had at the 
OSO conference, held in the beau-
tiful Running Y in Klamath Falls. 
We had a special treat during the 
birthday luncheon with the histor-
ical presentation of the schools in 
the Klamath Basin.  

Todd Kepple has been a Klam-
ath Basin resident since 1990 and 
has been manager of the Klamath 
County Museum since 2005. He 
enjoys volunteering at Crater Lake 
National Park, the OC&E Woods 
Line State Trail, and the Pacific 
Crest Trail. Todd included a  
PowerPoint presentation of Klam-
ath Basin schools of the past. 
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ADVENTURES 
WITH  

OREGON’S ROSIE 
THE RIVERTERS

CHOOSE TO LEAD! 

NOMINATIONS  
FOR 2025-27!

Eloise Gibson for the  
 Nominating Committee

Is someone in your DKG Chapter a 
wonderful leader? One who is enthusi-
astic about mentoring others, further-
ing the profession, or more? Do you 
have a DKG sister who is ready to step 
up to be leader in DKG Oregon?  

Now is the time to start thinking about 
nominating people for the leadership 
positions and for committees in our 
Oregon State Organization. Nomina-
tions to elect our new President, Vice 
President, and Secretary at the 2025 
Spring Convention are due to the State 
Nominations Committee by December 
15, 2024. Be sure to get permission to 
nominate her from each person that 
you suggest. Remember, you can also 
nominate yourself!

In addition to state officers, we will 
elect three members for the Finance 
Committee and three members for 
the Nominating Committee to replace 
the members who are rotating off 
those committees in June 2025. The 
members of these two committees are 
elected by the membership in their 
districts.. 

You can find State Officer Nomination 
Forms at:  https://www.dkgoregon.
com/uploads/8/4/3/3/84337872/state_
nomination_for_office_form_2021.
pdf. Please send nomination forms and 
any supporting letters for state officers 
and members of these two committees 
to Kaye Jones, Nominating Committee 
Chair. Her address is:  
	 Kaye Jones
	 PO Box 1136
	 Jefferson, OR 97352
Nominations must be postmarked 
by December 15, 2024. 

Several state committees whose mem-

bers are appointed by the Leadership 
Team will also be welcoming new 
members for the next biennium. These 
committees are:
•	 Bylaws/Standing Rules 
•	 Communications/Technology 
•	 Educational Excellence/Leader-

ship Development 
•	 Membership/Expansion
•	 General Awards
•	 Financial Awards 
•	 Alpha Rho Foundation Board 

If you are interested in being a part of 
any of these committees, please con-
tact the committee chair. Find more 
information about State Committees 
at:  https://www.dkgoregon.com/lead-
ership.html. 

the Congressional Gold Medal cer-
emony, then the celebratory dinner, 
with the other Rosies. It was an addi-
tional treat to go to the White House 
the next day! It was all a whirlwind, 
but I came away with great memories! 
Thank you to all who helped make this 
whole experience happen.”

April 10, 2024 – The Congressional 
Gold Medal was awarded to all World 
War II Rosies, those living and those 
deceased. The Congressional Gold 
Medal is the highest civilian award in 
the United States. It was my honor to 
be present at the ceremony, honoring 
my mother, my Rosie inspirational 
role models, and the legacy of these 
remarkable women and their service to 
our country. 

Present were 27 original Rosies, ages 
89 to 106, at the US Capitol to repre-
sent the 6 million women who worked 
on the Home Front to help win World 
War II, including Oregon’s Clarice 
Lefreniere (age 102) of Indepen-
dence and Dolly Marshall (age 94) 
of Springfield.
 
The ceremony was a joyous occasion, 
beginning with a welcome that includ-
ed a flurry of TV cameras and Rosie 
interviews, photographers, family pho-
tos, people talking, and selfies with the 
Rosies. Each Rosie was able to view the 
medal, designed by two Rosies in col-
laboration with the U.S. Mint. One of 
the Rosie medal designers, Mae Krier 

What a joyous five days we had! 
Washington DC, The House of Repre-
sentatives, American Rosie the Riveter 
Association, Rosie the Riveter Trust, 
the Gary Sinese Foundation, the Boe-
ing Company, and other donors rolled 
out the Red Carpet for the Rosies. We 
viewed historical sites, monuments, 
and museums; attended a welcome 
reception; cheered as each Rosie was 
introduced, with her biography, at a 
dinner of honor; had a special tour of 
the White House. Wherever Rosies 
went, people thanked them for their 
service. 

Clarice Lefreniere felt honored:  “I 
am pretty good at dreaming, but a trip 
to Washington DC didn’t even seem 
possible. The American Rosie the Riv-
eter Association, donors, and sponsors 
made it happen! We flew to DC, met 
with a great group of Rosies and their 
companions in a wonderful welcome 
reception. It was special to experience Dolly Marshall (L) and Yvonne at the  

honor dinner.
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of Pennsylvania, accepted the award on 
behalf of all Rosies, with thanks to the 
US Congress and with special thanks 
to the women who played a vital role 
in our Allied Victory. 

Clarice’s granddaughter, Barbara 
Robertson appreciated the ceremo-
nies, too:  It was an epic experience to 
be witness to the honor given to my 
grandmother, Clarice, and all the other 
Rosies - both those present and those 
unable to be there. Most of them, in-
cluding my grandmother, are quick to 
dismiss the importance of their service 
during WWII. 

Barbara, Clarice, & Yvone Sightseeing

“It was heartwarming to see so much 
recognition given to the Rosies. The 
welcome reception, the medal cere-
mony, the celebratory dinner, and the 
White House tour, were all highlights 
we won’t forget. I am deeply grateful to 
the Rosies who successfully pressed for 
this recognition, and to the sponsors 
and donors who made it possible for 
my grandmother and me to be
there.” ~~Barbara

Yvonne summed it us for us:  
“Thank you for your support,  both 
financial and enthusiastic interest.”
 
With gratitude, humility, and love, 

Dr. Yvonne Fasold 
Lambda Chapter Past Co-President 
American Rosie the Riveter Past National 
President  

2023-20252023-2025
OREGON STATE  
ORGANIZATION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ideas? Questions? Contact us!

President  Darlene Cook, Chi/6		
	 dcook.dkg@gmail.com 
	 (541) 331-3282

Vice President Dr. Wendy Hacke, BB/5 
	 wdhacke57dkg@gmail.com 
	 408-421-9860

Secretary Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2		
	 jbrimmer51@icloud.com 
	 541-891-3991

Administrative Secretary  
	 Bonita Fillmore, Alpha/2 
	 bfillmore55@gmail.com 
	 541-884-2374 
 
Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Sigma/3 
	 dandvjackson@gmail.com 
	 541-475-7252

Immediate Past-President  
	 Brenda Jensen, Alpha/2 
	 bcjdkg@gmail.com 
	 541-892-5243

Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, BB/5	  
	 nancyjolewis@gmail.com 
	 (503) 639-7050

Editor Marie Mueller, Alpha Eps/5 
	 cwmueller33@gmail.com 
	 503-990-7645

Webmaster Grace Pitzer, BB 5 
	 gcpitzer@comcast.net 
	 (503) 709-2689

DATES TO USE
INTERNATIONAL 

June 30, 2024 
Member dues due to chapter treasurers

July 9 - 13, 2024
International Convention

Gaylord National
National Harbor, Maryland

July 15, 2024 
Chapter Treasurers:  Annual Report due  

August 1, October 1, December 15
Submissions for The Bulletin due

August 15, 2024
Submissions due for Fall Arts and  

Humanities Gallery

October 31, 2024
Website compliance renewals due

November 15, 2024
IRS Form 990 due

CHAPTER CHATTER 

Alpha (Klamath Falls area): Re-
ceived late, so I couldn’t fit it in 
with the other chapters).  Alpha 
Chapter awarded Melinda Gomez 
their annual Excellence in Education 
Award. Melinda serves as the Early 
Head Start Director at the Klamath 
Head Start Program. She directs the 
home visitors and in-center staff. She 
has built the Early Head Start program 
from the ground up to the success it is 
now. She instigated expansions locally, 
and the program serves children and  
families in five locations in the follow-
ing communities: Lakeview, Bonanza, 
Merrill, with two locations in Klamath 
Falls. She has been instrumental in 
providing education to the youngest 
children:  birth to 3-year-olds.

Bonita Fillmore (L), Alpha President, with 
Melinda Gomez, award winner.



Page 12 The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International for Key Women Educators.  Marie Mueller, editor.

CONFERENCE COLLAGE
 

Crowd Scene!

<<Longevity Awards >>

Bonita in her mother’s Czech tradi-
tional dress

Todd Kepple, Klamath Co.  
Museum Director & Keynote

Dr. Schmid

Music:  Debbie & Jeff Plummer with 
Ray, the Wandering Cowboy

Judy Brimmer & Wendy Hacke

<<Ardeth 
Woods

Kathy Martell  L>
&

Vickie Jackson R>

 
President Darlene at work

Sisters from California (4) and one 
from New Hampshire (Ann Gaffney in 
red) who is joining Omega
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The set up for White Roses. Far right:  Each person 
shown on a screen.  At left, speaker with white roses 
at left and red at right. Center: Brenda is advancing 
the PowerPoint to coordinate with presentations.

Award & Scholarship Presentations

Nominating Committee Workshop

Brenda gave Dr. Schmid a pine nee-
dle basket in the style of the Klamath  

tribes of Native Americans

G.F. Twyeffort Workshop

Lovely smiles were in style all day.

Mentoring Workshop: Lori Ross (r) 
with Judy Brimmer (l)

Table decor: tiny horses and cattle, 
horse shoes, horse cut outs, sparkly 
light in the jar, slim slice of a pine.

Sandy Rysdam & Debbie Wells

Darlene, Wendy, and Girlie 

Hope you visited the Hospitality 
Suite, “womaned” beautifully by 
Brenda Kirk and Nikii Mur-
taugh, with goodies provided by 
District 3.  This shows just a few 
of the Saturday night reception 
treats.
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Tour #1 and transportation, the 
trolley below.  

Baskets & more baskets to 
suit any fancy.

A few of the many art exhibits.  
Oregon has talented members!

Unique Boutique goodies--Catie and 
a customer enjoy the sun

Fellowship in the Hospitality Room

Patriotic Program by the Kitchen Band 
set our toes to tapping!

Committees featured display boards that explained 
their duties and accomplishments
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CELEBRATING OUR SISTERS WHO JOINED CHAPTER ETERNAL

					   
Rose Behind the Wall

                                 ~~Author unknown

A rose once grew where all could see,
Sheltered beside a garden wall.

And, as the days passed swiftly by,
It spread its branches, straight and tall.

One day, a beam of light shone
through a crevice that had opened wide.
The rose bent gently toward its warmth
Then passed beyond to the other side.

Now, you who deeply feel its loss,
Be comforted. The rose blooms there.

Its beauty is even greater now,
Nurtured by God's own loving care.

Eleven Oregon Delta Kappa Gamma sisters joined Chapter Eternal since the 2023 convention. They were our teach-
ers, our mentors, our sisters, our friends—and we all feel their loss. But, as the poem says, we can be comforted that 
our “White Roses” bloom behind the walls of the eternal chapter and that their beauty is even greater now. Just as they 
enriched the lives of those that they taught and those with whom they worked, now their lives will enrich our sisters 
through remembering their accomplishments which will ever be reflected in our hearts.

White 

Roses
2024

Janice Anderson - Psi 
     Tribute by Sue Pass, Psi

Judy Kieser - Beta Beta 
     Tribute by Pam Damm, Beta Beta

Sheila Kleinheinz - Beta Beta 
    Tribute by Eloise Gibson, Beta Beta

District 6

Pat Gibson - Chi  
      Chapter President 
      Tribute by Liz Simmons, Chi

Patricia Howard – Chi 
      Chapter president 
      Oregon State President 93-95 
      Tribute by Jean Fairbairn, Chi

Doris Robertson - Beta Gamma 

Chapter President 
Tribute by Ardeth Woods, Beta 

Gamma

Maxine Ciappini – Phi 

      State Member 
      Tribute by Jean Fairbairn, Chi

Honorary Member

Nancie Peacocke Fadeley – Honorary 
Member

•	 Tribute by Dr. Yvonne Fasold, 
Lambda

District 3

Beverly (Bev) Emmons – Lambda

Chapter President -1988-90 
District Coordinator 1989-91 
Tribute by Prisilla Ing, Lambda, 
Dst. 3 Coordinator

Edith (Edie) S. Orner –Kappa 

Chapter President 
Chapter Vice President 
Tribute by Mariann Jones, Kappa

District 5

Dr. Edythe Leupp – Beta Beta 

Active in DKG Idaho 
Oregon State President 85-87 
Chapter President 
Tribute by Jean Fairbairn, Chi;   

A new White Rose has 
transferred membership  to 

Chapter Eternal:

5/22/2024
Pauletta Robertson

Beta Beta/5
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REMEMBRANCES
 
Nancie Peacocke Fadeley, Honorary 
Member:  July 11, 1930-April 7, 2024

Her 4/14/24 obituary shows what a 
remarkable woman she was! “Nancie 
Peacocke Fadeley lived her life in 
service to her community and to her 
state.” She served in the Oregon State 
Legislature for 10 years, she helped 
create the bottle bill, bicycle lanes, 
Willamette Greenway, and exploration 
of clean energy sources. She worked 
for KWAX and the UO provost. 
Throughout her life, Nancie received 
many awards for her volunteer work. 
No wonder she was selected as an 
Honorary DKG member!

Doris Robertson, Beta Gamma/6

Doris was our chapter President from 
1992-1994. She was parliamentarian 
for many years and always attended 
meetings.

Doris taught elementary grades in 
Canby Oregon school district for over 
30 years. She was active in Oregon 
Education Association and the Canby 
Education Association.

Maxine Ciappini, State Member, 
Phi/6 
Maxine taught primary grades her 
entire career in the Portland Public 
Schools. She participated in chapter 
committees of Phi Chapter until it 
dissolved in 2017. She then became a 
State Member to support the organi-
zation. She and her husband enjoyed 
boating during their retirement years. 
Maxine also enjoyed attending live 
theatre.

Beverly (Bev) Emmons, Lambda/3

Beverly (Bev) Emmons passed away 
July 3 in Eugene, less than two weeks 
after being diagnosed with cancer. Bev 
had been a member of DKG  for 59 
years, having been initiated in Anchor-
age, AK, in 1964. She transferred to 
Lambda in 1977. Her DKG involve-
ment ranged from chapter president 

(1988-90) to being a member of 
multiple committees at local and State 
levels. Her first recorded state-level 
Oregon position was as District Coor-
dinator (1989-91). Bev’s organization-
al skills and attention to detail helped 
when she was Convention Coordinator 
(‘91-93). She served on the Leadership 
Development Committee for several 
biennia and providing mentorship and 
encouragement to members all over 
the state.

A lovely Celebration of Life was held 
Aug. 20 for Bev. Bev received the 
OSO Service to the Society award in 
2013. She had been a devoted, inspir-
ing, hard-working leader for many 
years, and her passing has deeply 
affected all who knew her. Among 
Bev’s greatest traits was her concern 
for others. She became enthusiastic 
about World Fellowship, spearhead-
ing Lambda fundraising, resulting in 
yearly donations to the World Fellow-
ship Fund. She encouraged members 
to apply for scholarships. When an 
award was received by a member, Bev 
was one of the first to congratulate and 
help celebrate that activity.  

Edith (Edie) S. Orner, Kappa/3

Edith Orner was born and grew up in 
Portland, Oregon. She earned her BA 
at Linfield College. She earned her 
MA in Education and teaching certif-
icate at Oregon State University. Edie 
began to teach social studies, English, 
and drama in Corvallis in 1959, di-
recting annual school plays and taking 
student groups to Ashland for Shake-
spearean plays. She became a school 
counselor. She was active in local and 
state Oregon Education Associations 
for 20 years and represented teachers’ 
point of view to the State board of 
Education at monthly meetings for 2 
years.

Edie joined DKG in 1968, remaining 
an active member until her passing. 
She served as chapter president for 
two biennia, as first vice president, 
and as recording secretary. She hosted 

many chapter meetings at her home. 
She served on the State Legislative 
Committee from 1997-1999, gather-
ing information about candidates and 
ballot measures to share with others.

.Edie’s greatest passion was to see 
universal, single-payer health care for 
all. She joined the Health Care Board 
of Oregon in 1987. She chaired meet-
ings, lobbied legislators, distributed 
information, and participated in public 
events to promote health care for 
all. Edie was a spiritual woman who 
served on the vestry and as librarian 
at her church. She served as president 
and secretary in the local American 
Association of University Women. 
She was in a book club and in a group 
called “Great Discussions.” Edie loved 
activity and the outdoors. She went 
camping and hiking with her family 
into her seventies and took yoga class-
es into her nineties. 

Patricia Howard, Chi/6

Past State President Patricia (Pat) 
Howard passed away Aug. 24 after 
having a fall in June. She was in a 
rehab facility at the time of her death. 
Pat’s first state position was that of 
Alpha Rho (Oregon) State Secretary 
from 1991-93. She became State Pres-
ident in 1993-95. She dealt with some 
controversy regarding the location of 
state convention in 1995 remaining 
calm and dedicated to providing the 
responsible leadership to keep the 
State unified and moving forward. 
Following her term as President, Pat 
served not only as Immediate Past 
President, but also as a member of 
the State Bylaws Committee. She 
remained on that committee until her 
death, serving as chairman from 2003-
05. From 1999-2001, she also served 
as International Projects chair for the 
State. From 2008-2017, she was State 
Parliamentarian, after being co-parlia-
mentarian from 2005-08. Pat received 
the Service to Alpha Rho (Oregon) 
State award in 2009, in recognition 
of her many contributions to Oregon 
DKG. Pat displayed dedication and 
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commitment to DKG since becoming 
a member of Theta Chapter in 1986.

Pat transferred to Phi Chapter after 
Theta dissolved and later served as 
president from 2010-12. Upon the 
dissolution of Phi, she joined Chi 
Chapter. Whether in a leadership role 
or as a “regular member,” Pat repre-
sented OSO many times at regional 
conferences and International conven-
tions, including being on the Interna-
tional Executive Board when she was 
Oregon DKG President. She attended 
many workshops, business sessions, 
and social activities, fully participating 
in each event

Pat Gibson, Chi/6

Patricia Ann Gibson began her 30-year 
professional career as a home econom-
ics teacher in Eastern Oregon. When 
she moved to the Portland area, she 
earned a degree as a librarian. She was 
hired by the Lake Oswego School Dis-
trict and spent her career as a librarian. 
Pat was never idle. She was energetic 
and liked creating things, e.g., building 
a waterfall in her backyard with a koi 
pond. She was an expert quilter and 
enjoyed many forms of crafts. Pat was 
always ready to help her friends by 
including them in her many projects 
or helping them with what they were 
doing.

Pat enjoyed adventure by traveling to 
other countries and riding her Harley 
trike with her husband Mark all over 
Oregon. They also made

four trips to Sturgis, SD, for the annual 
motorcycle rally. She was an active 
member in Delta Kappa Gamma 
for 40 years, serving as Chi chapter 
president for two terms, volunteering 
for many other positions and attended 
most meetings. Pat was the “go to “ 
girl when things were needed.

Dr. Edythe Leupp, Beta Beta/5

Edythe wanted to be a teacher from 
a very early age and earned a 2-year 
teaching credential from Northwest 
Nazarene in Nampa, Idaho, by the 

age of 19. She began teaching at 
White Cross School in Boise where 
she taught grades 1-4. Her contract 
for $810 a year included cleaning the 
school. It was during WWII, so she 
rode her bike to school and headed up 
scrap rubber tire drives at the school to 
help with the war effort. While still in 
Idaho, she taught various high school 
classes during WWII and was the 
Director of Elementary Education at 
Northwest Nazarene University.  
 
In 1958 Edythe joined DKG in Idaho 
when she was 37. She was a member 
of three chapters, was Oregon’s State 
President from 1985-87, and remained 
active in the organization for 63 years! 
In 2008 when Beta Delta Chapter 
dissolved, Edythe and her daughter 
Patrice both transferred to Beta Beta 
Chapter where she was a member until 
her passing on October 26, 2023 - just 
shy of her 102nd birthday. She is fondly 
remembered and greatly missed. She 
was a DKG sister for 65 years!

Dr. Janice Anderson, Psi/5

Janice Anderson passed away on Nov. 
21, 2023. Janice was born in Sandy 
and spent her childhood on a small 
farm in that community. She graduated 
from Oregon State University and be-
gan her teaching career in West Linn. 
She married Charles Storey in 1973 
and had 4 children. She resided in 
Forest Grove where she concentrated 
on raising her children. She returned 
to substitute teaching in Forest Grove 
when the children  entered grade 
school and full-time teaching at Echo 
Shaw School a few years later. She 
taught the English side in a bilingual 
school. Finally, she ended her career 
as a Title I Reading Specialist. She 
earned multiple degrees and endorse-
ments from Lewis and Clark College. 
Her soft speech and

her calm mannerisms created a nur-
turing and safe environment for her 
students. Her school was visited by 
President Bush, and Janice was able 
to speak with him regarding bilingual 

education. In 2015 she married Clyde 
Anderson and moved to the Garden 
Home area of Portland. She was active 
in her church during most of her life. 
Ms. Anderson became a member of 
Psi Chapter in 2008 where she served 
the chapter in many supportive roles 
including Chapter Secretary. She could 
be relied upon to support chapter 
projects. We miss her ready smile, her 
dry wit, and her calm manner. She 
just stepped in without fanfare and did 
the work willingly. She is survived by 
her 4 children, their spouses, and 7 
grandchildren. Her family remembers 
her for her loving support and for her 
cooking.

Judy Kieser, Beta Beta/5

Judith Ellen Pratt grew up and lived 
most of her life on the San Francisco 
Bay area. Judith received her BS in 
Home Economics at California State 
Polytechnic University in San Luis 
Obispo and graduated in 1964. It was 
there that she met her husband Bruce, 
and they were married soon after 
graduation. In 1968 Judy received her 
Master’s in Education from Califor-
nia State Polytechnic University and 
received a Master’s in Psychology 
from Lewis and Clark in 1985. Judy 
enjoyed her 26 years in education and 
taught at several schools in the Taco-
ma and Portland school districts. Judy 
joined the Beta Beta Chapter in 2009 
and helped with most of the activities 
and fundraisers as well as serving as 
hostess each year and taking part in 
various committees. Judy passed away 
on July 22, 2023

Sheila Kleinheinz, Beta Beta/5

Sheila enjoyed teaching primary chil-
dren how to read and served 12 years 
as Vice Principal at Our Lady of the 
Lake in Lake Oswego. Sheila enjoyed 
walks, gardening, knitting, and swim-
ming. Her first post-retirement project 
was completion of a 10-room doll-
house! Sheila passed away peacefully 
on June 22, 2023.
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RED ROSES 2023-2024

 
 
A warm welcome to our new members, our lovely Red Roses! Congratulations and welcome! You have now be-
come part of 319 key women educators in Oregon and are part of a Society of 50,000 sisters in 17 member coun-
tries throughout the world. The organization strives to advance the personal interests and professional growth 
of its members so we hope you will take advantage of all the opportunities available to you as active members of 
your chapter, the Oregon State Organization DKG, and DKG international. You can find these resources at dkg.
org (International) and dkgoregon.com (Oregon).

We are honored that you decided to join us. We value each of you and the talents and skills you bring to Ore-
gon chapters, the state organization, and the Society. We know that our new members will find our Society to 
be outstanding, too, and that they will take pride in their membership in DKG. New members who attended 
the Oregon Spring Conference were recognized and received a welcome gift. We were also excited that one new 
Alpha member, Girlie Faith C. Twyeffort, presented a workshop called How a Little “What If ” Turned Into a 
Dream. Oregon DKG members will offer our newest members full cooperation, encouragement, and friendship 
to help you feel comfortable as you learn the purposes and programs of the Society.

Through member efforts, Oregon DKG made progress this biennium to revitalize our organization with in-
creased membership. We  look forward welcoming more Red Roses in 2024-25. Current members, reach out. 
Bring in one new member and Oregon DKG can reach 1000 and improve the sustainability of  Oregon DKG.
A special “Thank you!” to current members who found such excellent women to invite into DKG.  

Chapter Name Joined/Reinstated
Alpha Epsilon Tara Heikila 9/23
Lambda          Arvella Kokkeler 12/23

Vicki Swanson 10/23
Omega Tanya Ward 12/23
Psi Jordyn Krake 7/23

Melanie Mobley 1/24
Omega Zandra Jansma 2/24
Sigma Tina Deamon 2/24
Omega Karreen Ghena 7/10/23

Bea DeFoe 2/7/24
Alpha Omicron Amy Corris 11/23

Heidi Green 11/23
Erika Kunders 12/23

Alpha Girlie Faith C. Twyeffort
Lambda Nina McCoy
Beta Beta Janet Bechtold 4/24

Vicki Chambers 4/24
Sandra Grezeskowiak 4/24
Poornima (Tina) Reddy 4/24
Miriam Rohrbaugh

5/24
4/24

4/24
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CHAPTER CHATTER, RECOGNITIONS, AND CELEBRATIONS
District 1

Zeta (Union County): Zeta Chapter 
has set goals to help build a stron-
ger chapter. Membership chair Kate 
Bottger led us in an activity where we 
determined our “Glows” or strengths, 
and then we determined what we 
needed to “Grow.” Included in our 
Glows were traditions, friendships, 
leadership, informative and interesting 
programs, Alpha Rho Foundation, and 
scholarships. The Grow part resulted 
in a specific goal set by the group: 
“We will grow our membership by two 
or more members by May 2025.”

One “Glow” was our inspirational 
program, Field of Hope. In partnership 
with the training group Vivayic Inc., 
this supports an agricultural program 
in Uganda, Africa. The goal is to teach 
students how to provide food for their 
families. Students learn about best 
practices growing food in their area, 
develop their skills, and then teach 
others how to grow food to sustain 
their community.

Zeta has new officers for 2024-2026 
that were installed in May. Mary Jo 
Lemon was the Installing Officer. This 
was special because of the connection 
between Mary Jo, 2nd Past President, 
and the President-elect, Audrey Cant. 
Mary Jo had sponsored Audrey’s 
membership in 2020, but more im-
portantly, she had been Audrey’s first 
grade teacher. Other officers installed 
were Lynn Duncan, Treasurer, and 
Betty Hyde, Parliamentarian. 

Mary Jo Lemon  Audrey Cant  Sandy Rysdam

Kate Bottiger, serving again as Vice 
President, was absent, as was Saman-
tha Blake, secretary.

Summer includes a couple of fun 

events: Zeta’s fund-raiser this year 
will be a yard sale on June 29. Mem-
bers are to donate “things just sitting 
around needing a new home.” Instead 
of us pricing the items, buyers will pay 
what the item is worth to them. Not 
only will Zeta be earning money for 
the scholarship fund, but this will be 
an opportunity for members to spend 
time enjoying each other’s company. 
The second event will be Zeta’s annual 
family picnic held at Mary and Russ 
West’s home in Imbler. Special guests 
will be the Oregon State FFA Officers.

Zeta will have a busy summer with 
these activities, new officers preparing 
for their leadership roles and making 
plans for the next biennium.

District 3

Lambda (Lane Co.):  
 
A “feel good” story for the Trail 
Lambda member Clair Wiles, who has 
been in charge of her school’s prom 
for 25 years, had been working closely 
with alumni as she prepared to close 
their current campus and move to a 
newly constructed building. 

During her many conversations with 
alumni from the Class of 1962, prom 
always came up. One alumna, Ann 
Privrask, had never been able to attend 
prom, so Clair invited her and Anne 
Smith to this year’s prom. Both were 
crowned prom queens, and the stu-
dents loved dancing to Moon River 
and Twist and Shout. 

 

Sigma (Bend, Redmond, Central 
Oregon): Members at work. Sigma’s 
last project of the year.  Literacy has 
been our focus this year.  We re-
viewed the books and put the reading 
levels on each book for teachers to 
use in their Warm Springs Academy 
classroom. We donated books to the 
Jefferson County Health Department, 
Pre-schools, and Dual Language class-
es. We had a lovely lunch and then 
went through two boxes of books and 
categorized them for reading levels or 
free books to take home.

Sorting books by grade

On the way 
to a belated 

prom:   
Anne 

Privrask 
(white hair);  

 
Anne Smith 
(dark hair) 
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Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sher-
wood): This spring we welcomed five 
new members! 

Beta Beta members have been their 
usual busy-as-a-beaver selves: 

•	 The Music and Art Committee 
handed out grants to various 
schools to help them finance 
projects.

•	 Beta Beta Dictionary Project

•	 Our Literacy Committee support-
ed local schools’ participation in 
the Oregon Battle of the Books  
by providing two sets of books 
to three middle schools. We also 

work at the competitions, and this 
committee raises funds by hosting 
used book sales at chapter meet-
ings, and through a spare change 
collection.

•	 Through the leadership of our 
Community Service Committee, 
we collected 1,550 pounds of food 
for the food pantries of St. Antho-
ny’s and St. Vincent De Paul in 
December. We sorted and orga-
nized donations for the Bethlehem 
House of Bread clothing closet. 
Members donated a variety of 
products to With Love, Oregon, 
which provides necessities to fos-
ter children in our area.

Our bi-annual tea—one of our biggest 
fundraisers—was in May. While it 
requires a lot of work, a fun time is 
had by all who attend. See the photos 
on the next page.

Sigma, continued

Dual-Language Principal & Books 
from Sigma

More Books and the program secretary

District 4

Alpha Omicron (St. Helens):  Alpha 
Omicron held its main fundraiser, 
Bunco de Mayo, on May 3. Local 
businesses were so generous with their 
donations that almost everyone left 
with a prize. We were happy that State 
President, Darlene, braved the rainy 
weather to join us for the evening, and 
she brought a friend with her!

BUNCO  DE  MAYO

District 5

Alpha Epsilon (Salem, Marion & 
Polk Cos.):  Four of us--left to right-- 
Co-Presidents Marie and Kathy, with 
Shirley House and Lark Abrahamson, 
attended the Oregon Spring Confer-
ence at the Running Y in Klamath 
Falls.  Lovely venue and a good pro-
gram--and we had music for the first 
time recently!

We ended our year with an ice cream 
social--”Sundaes on Saturday the 
15th.” We invited guests (none could 
attend, but five of us were there). We 
did some planning, slurped up good-
ies, and had a great visit.

District 6

Chi (Clackamas):  Chi held a “Meet 
and Greet” picnic for the three Area 
6 chapters.  It was a great day and we 
enjoyed the warm weather, the beau-
ty of the forest and the sound of the 
Washougal River running close by. 
Cindy O’Mealy’s B&B was a lovely 
site.  After good food, drinks and lots 
of chatter several of us took a 45 min. 
hike to a viewing point above the 
Columbia River.  We were very glad 
that President Darlene Cook and Vice 
President Wendy Hacke were able to 
join us.

Beta Gamma (Canby/Molalla): Beta 
Gamma’s May meeting was a dinner 
in Canby at Cutsforth’s. Our guests 
were the recipients of our teacher 
grants. (Photo next page) Each ex-
plained how the grant was used in the 
classroom.

We had a short business meeting 
which included a report on the Klam-
ath Falls Conference. Ardeth Woods 
received her 50-year Membership 
Certificate at the conference! 
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Beta Beta Grace Pitzer (in blue) & Guests

Beta Gamma’s Scholarship Winners! 
(Used with permissions in place.)

Beta Beta Tiered trays of tasty treats

Beta Beta Just one of many, many lovely tables  
decorated for guests

Beta Beta Pam Rostrom and Teapots galore

BUNCO  DE  MAYO --Alpha Omicron
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Oregon Membership And Expansion Committee 

Dr. Wendy Hacke, Chair 
Liz Simmons 

Sandy Rysdam  
Heidi Gorka 
Audrey Cant 

Mariann Jones 

Darlene Cook 
Daphne Cagle, California,  Consultant, from  

International Membership & Expansion 
Committee 

 

 
2023-24 SMART GOAL PROGRESS REPORT 

Included below are three pieces of information:  (1) Chapters/Districts; (2) Smart Goal Progress by 
March 2024; (3) Obstacles Encountered. Is your chapter missing? There is still time to do your 
goals! 
 

Plans & Successes Obstacles, Procedures & 
Activities 

Iota/District 1:  No Report  
  
Zeta/District 1:  
1. By May 2025 Zeta will increase its membership by 2% and 

maintain a more diverse representation of women educators 
by reaching out to potential members through scheduling a 
variety of events.  

2. Have an open invitation for members to 
bring guests to our meetings or socials 

3. Contacted various school districts to get 
names of new teachers in fall 2024. 

4. Delivered a decorated caramel apple kit to the identified new 
teachers in 5 different school districts with brochures 
explaining what DKG International is, who can join, and the 
benefits of membership, followed up with several school 
districts as of March 24 to deliver invitations to a number of 
prospective members to join Zeta Chapter for the April dinner 
meeting as our guest (that meeting is scheduled for April 25). 

1. Members offered 
suggestions on how we 
could involve ourselves and 
help make DKG and our 
Zeta Chapter an appealing 
and worthwhile 
organization to which to 
belong. 

 
2. It was a success as far as 

group 
participation and 
information gathered to 
move forward with 
recruiting. 

  
Alpha/District 2:  No report.  
  
Omega/District 2  

1. Ask every member to contact one person about DKG every 
year.  

2. Brainstorm who to contact. 
3. Chapter leadership will contact local superintendents and ask 

for name and emails of new teachers and support staff such as 
counselors, coaches, mental health workers, graduate coaches, 
administrators so that we can communicate with them directly. 

4. Chapter members will reach out to past members. Success:  
This effort resulted in 2 reinstatements. 

5. The chapter will celebrate our successes when we do have new 
members. 

• Lack of membership 
growth and loss of recent 
members. 
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6. The chapter will review our current chapter practices around 
meetings, projects, and social events we offer and encourage 
attendance at state and international meetings and events. 

7. Begin utilizing the resources provided by state and 
international DKG websites.  

8. Have a Meet and Greet at the beginning of the school year at a 
local restaurant with focus of introducing DKG. 

  
Kappa/District 3  

1. Each chapter member will contact at least 
one former member by the end of May 2024. 

2. We will have at least one new member by 
the end of May 2024. 

 

  
Lambda/District 3  

1. To add 2 members per year to our chapter 
2. To develop programs that attract the attention of active 

teachers 
3. To maintain current members  
4. Two individual members invited 3 prospective 

women to membership  
5. Induction-April 13  

1. Membership chair passed 
out the new member form 

2. Researched the process and 
procedures for 
nominating, voting, and 
paying dues 

3. November 4 meeting 
dedicated to membership 
discussion 

  
Sigma/District 3  

1. Continued correspondence with possible 
Members, sharing International and state 
brochures to encourage participation. 

2. Want to increase membership 
3. Want to do community projects 

Family needs 

  
Alpha Omega/District 4:  No report.  
  
Alpha Omicron/District 4  

1. Increase number of Alpha Omicron’s 
members by 3 new members before May. 

2. Success:  Have 3 new members plus may have one 
more new member next month. 

 

  
Psi/District 5  

1. Psi Chapter will continue to foster fellowship and 
collegiality among current members and two new 
members by recognizing and meeting their needs with 
continuous communication, using Zoom, making phone 
calls, sending emails and being together in person all 
while continuing to promote the value of being a 
member of DKG.  

2. We are still in the process of working on our goal. We 
are really enjoying having our new collegiate member. 
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In June we have our annual pizza dinner to discuss plans 
for the coming year. 

  
Alpha Epsilon/District 5  

1. Administrative support for DKG. 
2. Forming committee to work on membership. 
3. Speaking to college students 
4. Following student teachers as they begin 

their careers. 
5. Continue to follow up on prospective 

members. Success:  1 new member this year. 
6. Send congratulatory letters to award winners with DKG 

brochures. Success:  One of our MAPS award winners 
has asked to join us for 2024-25 

7. Invite grant winners or notable educators to do a 
program. Success:  Several have accepted for 2024-25. 
We will meet at their schools with DKG info in hand. 

1. Teachers are too busy. 
2. High demands placed on 
teachers. 
3. Lack of time. 

  
Beta Beta/District 5  

1. In 2024-25 we will actively recruit working teachers by 
attending their benefits fairs and advertising grants and 
scholarships.  

2. We have established a presence in one of our school 
districts and need to approach the other.  

3. We have brochures completed to give to working 
teachers.  

4. We will explore our inroads with current working 
teachers and how we can 
support them. 

 

  
Alpha Phi/District 6  
Chapter has only one young person. Looking at dissolving at end of the 

year. 
  
Chi/District 6  

1. Redo/create a new brochure and create a 
website to highlight our chapter, its members, programs, 
and goals. This can be used for new members. Ready to 
use:  5/10/24. 

2. Create an organization email address. 
3. Appoint a new position with communications to help 

create and implement these projects. 
4. Each month, Chi chapter will be in contact with our 

Chapter members who cannot meet with us in person. 
Birthday cards and notes of support will be another way 
we stay connected. 

5. Within the Chapter, we will recognize our 
members’ accomplishments and strengths. 

6. Encourage members to participate and 

Find out:  
 
If DKG has specific fonts, type 
size, color, etc.  
 
Can we build a website off a g-mail 
address? 
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attend state conferences and conventions and other 
mixed-chapter functions that are online or in person. 

7. As a chapter, we will plan a joint meeting 
with other chapters in Area 6 and Vancouver. 

8. Explore the new idea of a “Read and 
Feed” group—a group of adults that come together to 
read a book and then have fellowship around a potluck 
dinner. 

9. Chi Chapter will increase our membership 
by at least two new members during 2024-2025. 

  
Beta Gamma/District 6  

1. We want to sustain our present membership and hope to 
increase it. 

2. We need to redo and update our brochure. 
3. We will investigate getting new members and the 

possibility of reinstating former members. 
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RETURN ADDRESS 

The New Oregon Trail is an offical-
publication of the Oregon State  

Organization of The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International.

c/o
Vickie Jackson, OSO Treasurer

235 S.E. C St.
Madras, OR 97741-1732

Darlene’s Travels
June 27 Chapter Officer Training Zoom 9 a.m
July 9 International Executive Board Meeting National Harbor, MD
July 9-13 International Convention National Harbor, MD
Aug 19 Chi’s End-of-Summer Celebration Milwaukie
Aug 28 Tara Heikila’s Because We Stay photography show Salem
Oct 19 Oregon Fall Conference Jefferson

May 2-3 Oregon State Convention 2025
Lebanon

Best Western Boulder Falls


