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DKG of OREGON

CONVENTION 2025
Friday & Saturday, May 2-3

JOIN US! We’ll be at the Best Western Premier Boulder Falls Inn in Lebanon,
Oregon, at 505 Mullins Drive. What you are seeing is a portion of one of the Japanese
Gardens with the facility in the background. Reserve your room by April 1.



2023-2025
Oregon President
Darlene Cook

Days are getting longer, and spring is
officially here! It somehow seems hard
to believe with reports of snow falling
last week in many parts of our beau-
tiful state. Traveling around Oregon
and seeing all the wonderful projects
and events our chapters are sponsor-
ing makes me realize, however, that
spring is indeed on its way to our state
organization. Check out the chapter
chatter in this issue of The New Ore-
gon Trail. DKG Oregon is alive and
flourishing!

At our October 2024 Conference, we
highlighted the work of three Oregon
members and spent time in fellowship
with members from across the state. |
am excited to see several of our mem-
bers not only attending state events
but connecting with international ac-
tivities as well. Four Oregon members
serve as the NW Representative on
international committees: Tara Heiki-
la, Alpha Epsilon, on the U.S. Forum;
Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta, on the
Membership & Expansion Committee;
Brenda Jensen, Alpha, on the Edu-
cational Excellence Committee; and
Darlene Cook, Chi, on the Scholarship
Committee. Congratulations, ladies!
And thank you for your service and
dedication at all levels of our Society!
In addition, several members are see-
ing the value of joining in on inter-
national virtual meetings and events.
Attending the Inside International
Zoom meetings on the first Tuesday of
each month offers a wealth of infor-
mation on the work our Society. Webi-
nars provided by international forums

and committees add an extra layer of
knowledge in many areas.

Our state convention, scheduled for
May 2" and 3" in Lebanon at the
beautiful Best Western Boulder Falls
Inn is less than six weeks away!
Remember to reserve your room by
April 1*t and complete your conven-
tion registration by April 18". Plan
to attend this special event. Check our
state newsletter and website for all the
details.

We have a full agenda with activities
scheduled for both Friday and Satur-
day. The convention opens on Friday
with three great workshops and a
round table discussion with Interna-
tional Society Representative and NW
Regional Director Lisa Olson from
North Dakota. Following a buffet
dinner, our White Rose Ceremony
will honor members who have passed
since the 2024 conference. Saturday
morning offers a keynote presentation
on artificial intelligence and a choice
of six great workshops. We will elect
our state officers and members of the
Finance and Nominating Committees.

At our Birthday Luncheon, we will
celebrate 84 years as a state organi-
zation. On May 23, 1941, Dr. Annie
Webb Blanton installed Oregon (then
named Alpha Rho State) into the DKG
family. We will learn about Oregon’s
participation in the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library. Our state Awards
Committee will present longevity cer-
tificates and reward chapters who have
completed the requirements for the
Order of the Rose and Rosette Awards.
The recipients of our state scholarships
and grants will be announced by our
state Scholarship Committee. After
lunch, we will adopt the budget for
the next year and vote on proposed
changes to the Bylaws and Standing
Rules. At the President’s Banquet, Lisa
Olson will share information from
International. We will welcome our
new officers for the 2025-2027 bien-
nium and discover who will receive
the State Service Awards. A reception
for Lisa and our new state leaders will
close the convention.

Submit your works of art and master-
pieces to the Art Gallery. Remember to

purchase items from the Unique Bou-
tique and to buy tickets for the great
baskets provided by our chapters.
Money earned from the baskets will
go to the Unique Boutique to support
members attending state and interna-
tional events.

Kudos to our convention steering
committee for organizing the many
activities and to our members who
volunteered to provide workshops. Ev-
eryone has been working hard to plan
a great convention. Hats off to Brenda
Jensen who has chaired the steering
committee for many years. This will
be her last convention as committee
chair. We will miss her expertise, but
she is committed to mentoring the
chair of our next steering committee.
Thank you Brenda and Administra-
tive Secretary Bonita Fillmore for the
many hours of work you have invest-
ed in planning our conventions and
conferences.

On July 1, new state leaders will
officially begin their terms in office.
As we look to the future and move
forward as a state organization, |
encourage you to become a part of the
work of this new biennium. Consider
becoming a member of our state
leadership team! State committees
will soon be welcoming new mem-
bers. Step up! Accept a position! OUR
STATE ORGANIZATION NEEDS
YOU! Working together at the state
level is rewarding and a lot of fun!

Check out the wonderful DKG events
planned for this spring and summer.
Join us for the Prez-2-Prez Zoom
meeting in May and plan to attend

the International Conference in New
Orleans at the end of July. You might
consider a trip to Brandon, Manitoba,
to support the Canadian Forum Con-
ference or to Brighton, Great Britain,
to support the European Forum Con-
ference. On May 11", DKG will be 96
years old. Get involved in the work of
our Society. Just think what we can all

accomplish in #SecondCentury-
DKG&Beyond!

With warm regards,

Darlene
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DATES TO USE
OREGON

March 30, 2:30, Membership

Committe: Zoom

April 1- (1) Deadline for Con-

vention Room Reservations at

Boulder Falls Inn

April 1- (2) State Officer and

Committee Chair Annual Re-

ports to Grace for Website

April 18- Deadline for Con-

vention Registrations to Bonita

April 23- Executive Commit-

tee Zoom Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

May 2-3, 2025 Oregon State

Convention, Lebanon, Boulder

Falls Inn

May 21- State Leadership

Team Zoom Meeting - 4:00.

May 23 (1941)- Happy Birth-

day DKG Oregon!

May 24- Prez-2-Prez Zoom

Meeting- 9:30-11:00 a.m

* June 17- ARF Board Zoom
Meeting - 11 a.m. All mem-
bers welcome!

* June 20- Articles due for the
Summer Trail

e June 24 - State Leadership

Team Training. Location TBD.

DATES TO USE
INTERNATIONAL

Applications for presenters are open.
See the main rotater at dkg.org.

May 1: DKGIEF Cornetet
CIPD applications due.

May 6-Inside International
Zoom Meeting - 10:30 a.m.
May 11 (1929)- Happy Birthday
DKG Society International!
May 15- Submissions Due for
Bulletin-Journal

June 3-Inside International
Zoom Meeting - 3:30 p.m.
July 10-13 Canadian Forum,
Brandon, Manitoba

July 18-20 European Forum,
Brighton, England

July 29-31 State Organiza-
tion Leadership Training for
President, Treasurer, EEC, &
Membership Chairs, Executive
Secretary

July 31 - August 2--2025 In-
ternational Conference at New
Orleans Sheraton

-

OEA has some interesting trips coming up. Our European tour

is Switzerland, Austria, and Bavaria. This tour leaves September 3,
2025, for 10 days and includes 12 meals. The cost is $4,999 per per-
son, double occupancy. [If you are considering this trip, note that a
deposit of $698 was due March 4, so it may be full. ]

A great trip in the United States worth checking out is the Southern
Charm tour featuring Charleston, Savannah, and Jekyll Island from
February 23 to March 1, 2026 for 7 days with 9 meals at a cost of
$3,699 per person, double occupancy.

For more information on either trip, contact Nancy Lewis at 503-

484-5403.

_I

TRAVEL WITH OEA-RETIRED L

Beta Beta’s Nancy Lewis is inviting you to join in!

- 2023-2025 -

OREGON STATE
ORGANIZATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ideas? Questions? Contact us!

President Darlene Cook, Chi/6
dcook.dkg@gmail.com
(541) 331-3282

Vice President Dr. Wendy Hacke, BB/5
wdhacke57dkg@gmail.com
408-421-9860

Secretary Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2
jbrimmer51@icloud.com
541-891-3991

Administrative Secretary
Bonita Fillmore, Alpha/2
bfillmore55@gmail.com
541-884-2374

Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Sigma/3
dandvjackson@gmail.com
541-475-7252

Immediate Past-President
Brenda Jensen, Alpha/2
bcjdkg@gmail.com
541-892-5243

Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, BB/5
nancyjolewis@gmail.com
(503) 639-7050

Editor Marie Mueller, Alpha Eps/5
cwmueller33@gmail.com
503-990-7645

Webmaster Grace Pitzer, BB 5
gcpitzer@comcast.net
(503) 709-2689

-
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FROM THE U.S. FORUM COMMITTEE CHAIR

The executive order to close the Dept. of Education has created a number of varied responses and stresses for our
DKG members. Members want to act and to feel that they are supporting educators across the country, but are
unsure how to act. It is the position of the US Forum Steering Committee that we need to comment on the
closure and offer such guidance as we may (within our not-for-profit status). Please read the attached Open
Letter and share it with members as you see fit.

Thank you,
Pat Bennett-Forman

Immediate Past President 2023-2025 Washington State Organization
U.S. Forum Steering Committee Chair 2024-2026
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

"Community gets us out of exhaustion and into action."
OPEN LETTER TO DKG MEMBERS IN THE U.S.

I have been asked if the US Forum is taking a position on the closing of the Department of Education. The short
answer is “no.” Let me explain why and offer some alternatives for action by DKG US Forum members.

As a 501(c)(6) nonprofit organization, DKG (and, therefore, the Forum) cannot take partisan positions nor
speak for or against specific politicians. We can advocate on issues, but only after completing a consensus-build-
ing process. Given that our approximately 45,000 members may not share the same views on various issues,
establishing this consensus process is essential for the sustainability of our organization. Unfortunately, at this
time, the US Forum does not have an adopted consensus process. The Steering Committee aims to rectify this
with modifications to our Operational Guidelines, which we hope to present at the Forum business meeting in
New Orleans, July 2025.

While the Forum may not express a unified position, that does not mean that members may not take action. As
individuals, each member may, and, indeed, is encouraged to contact the White House and her Congressional
representatives to speak up for her opinions and to request whatever action she deems necessary and appropri-
ate.

White House Comment Line: 202-456-1111.
Email your Congressional Representatives via: www.congress.gov/members

Additionally, if your chapter (or state organization) has a consensus process or can take a consensus vote at a
meeting, you may contact your representatives on behalf of your chapter. Please be sure you have followed a
process that all your members have supported so that your communication reflects that consensus position.

When contacting your Congressional representative, please be sure to include your name, specify that you are a
constituent from “x” district and location, and clearly state that you oppose or support a particular action or bill.
Give your reasons succinctly and specify exactly what you would like that representative to do. Don’t forget to
ask for a response and to thank the individual. These are the critical elements of effective communication with
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legislators.

You might consider asking for clarification regarding issues such as how moving programs (such as IDEA to
the Health and Human Resources Department) will guarantee that legal provisions of the law are upheld. What
transitions exist to protect rights and accountability? What provisions will be made to ensure funds are directed
towards their intended students and purposes? How will funds and protections be provided in a timely manner
given the layofts? In short, you can probe into your issues without taking a specific policy stance or be seen as
partisan.

The time to act is NOW - regardless of your position. Our educators need to know that we are asking critical
questions and demanding answers on their behalf.

Thank you.
Pat Bennett-Forman, Chair
U.S. Forum Steering Committee 2024-2026

»
RED ROSES WHITE ROSES
Welcome to our New Members!! April 30, 2024-April 30, 2025
Members Joining Chapter Eternal
Omega
Megan Brown Alpha Omicron
11/16/2024 Shirley Anne Mann
5/9/1942-5/28/2024
Ann Gaffney
12/5/2006—Transfer from New Beta Beta
Hampshire Dr. Carlotta Holley
9/6/2024
Alpha Omicron
Charlene Bassine Pauletta Robertson
2/20/2025 12/22/1931-5/22/2024
Colleen Willis, Honorary Member
COLLEGIATE TO iei2s
ACTIVE chi

Elia Lago Harmon

Psi: Jordyn Krake 5/16/1920-7/8/2024

6/17/2024
Alpha Delta
Marjorie Knapp Reuling
11/2/1934-3/12/2025
Alpha Rho State President 1991-93
th B
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WINNING WORKSHOPS FOR DKG WOMEN

WORKSHOP SESSION I: Friday, May 2, 1-2 p.m.
Brenda Kirk, State, formerly lota/1: Return to the Mission: Global Volunteers at the Texas Border

Brenda will share her experience on returning with Global Volunteers to the Rio
Grande Valley, Texas, to work with needy families and the latest refugees seeking
asylum in the United States. The Global Volunteers organization combines travel
with the service needed to communities seeking help from around the world. She
found the mission to be deeply fulfilling, both physically and mentally. The work
provided a sense of accomplishment toward “waging peace and promoting justice”
in today’s divisive atmosphere, which is the mission statement of Global Volunteers.
Projects included remodeling houses for the homeless, filling boxes of supplies at
the food bank, helping the ARISE organization with their community outreach, and
serving refugees in the San Juan Respite Center as they connected with their spon-
sors and left for their new homes. A bonus of missions such as this is the bond of
friendship with team members who are fellow citizens from across America with a
similar desire to address the less fortunate in our world.

Nancy Jo Lewis, Beta Beta/5: Easy, Enlightening, Entertaining Travel Opportunities, g,
Near and Far o

Explore the way other cultures function and prepare for the future. Nancy will discuss the
advantage of guided tours. OEA-Retired members are promoting tours with both Collette
and Grand Circle, but Nancy will review the many tour companies available regarding
costs, payments, and their registration processes.

Annette Lange Hildebrand, Sigma/3:
“Birds of a Feather”

This workshop offers fun FYT’s, identification, facts, and songs for grandchildren
and students through adventures with birds.

WORKSHOP SESSION I1I:
Saturday, May 3, 10:00-10:45 a.m.

Kate Kelleher, Beta Beta/5: Connecting to Legislative Issues in Oregon and at the
National Level

I will prepare an overview of the short Oregon legislative session and items on the
national agenda as we move into the Trump 4-year presidential term. I will encourage
our members to connect to their representatives in the Oregon House and Senate and
to those at the national level.
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Shelly Gruver, Kappa/3: New Restraint & Seclusion Legislation: What Educators
Need to Know

The 2023 legislative session passed four significant bills related to student restraint
and seclusion. These changes to the law come with major implications for teachers
and educators. Response to aggressive and dangerous student behavior and staff
safety is a major issue.

Cindy O’Mealy, Chi/6: Everyone is a Storyteller

After you leave this workshop, you will leave with two stories to tell your K-3
class tomorrow. I will also share how to create and implement a Books Alive
Storytelling Troupe with 4" and 5" graders at your school.

WORKSHOP SESSION I11: Saturday, May 3, 10:50-11:35 a.m.
Lynn Hughes, Omega/2 (L), & Kathy Martell, Alpha Epsilon/5 (R): What Is a Sister Chapter?.

Have you ever wondered what chapters are like in other
states or countries? Do you wonder what types of pro-
grams they have? How do you communicate with your
Sister Chapter if it’s in a different country? Come to this
workshop to learn from Lynn and Kathy how they each
started a Sister Chapter and why they did it. Omega has
a Sister Chapter in California and Alpha Epsilon has a
Sister Chapter in Japan.

Samantha Blake, Zeta/1: What’s New? Therapeutic Technologies Can Assist Our
Students With Behavioral Disabilities

I will share and explore new technologies that will be a great benefit to students
with behavioral disabilities. You will learn how we can help students benefit from
the new systems being developed.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma Page /
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Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta/5: Unleashing Potential: International Supports You

e L

Join us for this opportunity to hear how International Committees are
providing opportunities for professional development, leadership training,
financial assistance through scholarships and grants, developing networks
of like-minded female educators, and promoting advocacy for education
i1ssues at local and state levels, as well as at the International level.

Speakers on the panel include (pictured below)

1.

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan, International President, on overall International happenings --not pictured
below

Daphne Cagle, Chair, Educational Excellence Committee

Sy Franco Stern, International Membership Director--not pictured below

Pat Bennett-Forman, Chair, U.S. Forum

Connie Rensink, State Organization Leadership Training

Teresa Cowan, Visionary Networks --not pictured below

agfwbdn

Connie

R BUILD A BASKET! -

OSO, District #3 invites you and your chapter to build a basket (or more)
for the annual drawing to raise funds for The Unique Boutique.

BASKET HOW TO...

Choose a theme.

Find a basket or other theme-related container.

Ask for or suggest possible donations from chapter members. (Cash is okay, too.)

Make a list for display of the items in the basket and their value.

Wrap the basket with clear cellophane or other see-through material to keep items in.

Bring the basket to the convention on Friday morning by noon, if possible, as you check-in.

@QukwdE

Once your basket is checked-in upon arrival, Basket Buddies will arrange the overall display. They
will also be selling tickets all day Friday and Saturday until the ticket drawing before dinner in the
late afternoon.

All basket funds will go to The Unique Boutique to assist with member attendance and travel.

1 B
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SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE

e Times and events may change in case of illness or emergency.

e Unique Boutique and Basket Ticket Sales begin about noon on Friday and will be available in Room A through-
out the day when other events are not in session. Bring your “mad money.”

Friday, May 2, 2025

Time Event(s) Room
8:00-noon | Hotel check-in time is 3 p.m. Room A is our home for
ll:\;(r)(())lr)n o%gty?)?lr basket(s) when you arrive. most of the events.
Bring your arts and crafts and set up your display.
Select your seat and drop off your coat to reserve it.
Lunch is on your own.
Noon Basket ticket sales begin.
12-1:00 Unique Boutique opens.
12:30-5:30 | Registration open.
1:00-2:00 Session |: Workshops (Hostesses)
Brenda Kirk: Return to the Mission: Global Volunteers to the Texas Border (Darlene Cook)
Nancy Lewis: Easy, Enlightening, Entertaining Travel Opportunities, Near and Far (Grace Pitzer)
Annette L. Hildebrand: Birds of a Feather (Vickie Jackson)
2:15-2:45 Committee Meetings: Call your committee to attend.
3:00-3:30 | Practice for White Rose Ceremony
4:00-5:00 Round Table Discussion with Lisa Olson, International Guest
5:00-5:30 Q & A: 0SO 2025-26 Budget, Bylaws, and Standing Rules Proposals
***Copies are on the website.*** BL/SR Proposals were also in the January Trail.
Break
5:40-7:00 Dinner Buffet—for all members
7:10- 7:40 | White Rose Ceremony
7:45- 27 Social -- Hospitality Room
Saturday, May 3, 2025
7:00-8:00 Breakfast (included with a room reservation) at the hotel
8:30-9:00 Registration
OPENING SESSION -- FOR ALL MEMBERS
8:30-9:00 Welcome! President Darlene Cook
Introduction of special guests
Introduction of nominees for offices and committees
Election of Officers
9:00-9:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker I: Jill Hollingsworth, Artificial Intelligence (Marie Mueller)
The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma Page 9
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Saturday, May 3, 2025, continues

Time Event(s)
10:00- Session I1: Workshops (Hostesses)
10:45 Kate Kelleher: Connection to Legislative Issues: Oregon and Nationally (Judy Brimmer)

Shelly Gruver: New Restraint/Seclusion Legislation: What Educators Need to Know (Kaye Jones)
Cindy O’Mealy: Everyone’s a Storyteller (Wendy Hacke)

10:50- Session I11: Workshops (Hostesses)
1135 Lynn Hughes & Kathy Martell: What is a Sister Chapter? (Sandy Watts)
Wendy Hacke: Unleashing Potential: International Supports You! (Kate Kelleher)

Samantha Blake: What New Therapeutic Technologies Can Assist Our Students With Behavioral Dis
abilities? (Brenda Jensen)

Break

Birthday Luncheon

12:00-2:00 | Keynote Speaker II: Kaylee Chrystal (Kathy Martell)
Dolly Parton Imagination Library Goes Statewide in Oregon: What’s Next?
DKG Moment
Chapter Awards (Order of the Rose and Rosettes) (Kathy Martell)
Longevity Awards (25-. 40-. 50-. and up) (Sandy Watts)
Scholarship and Grant Awards (Lise VanBrunt)

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING-- FOR ALL MEMBERS

2:00-3:00 | Voting on Bylaws & Standing Rules
Announce Newly Elected Officers
Announce Finance and Nominating Committee members

3:15 Last chance to buy basket tickets! Winners posted at 4:15. Pick up baskets by 5:30!
3:15-4:00 | Hospitality Room open.

4:00-5:00 | Executive Board meeting: Executive Committee, Chapter Presidents, and Past State Presidents should
attend. Topics: (1) Budget  (2) Chapter Dissolutions  (3) Confirm appointment of Treasurer
(4) Confirm appointment of Administrative Secretary

5:10-5:30 | Practice for installation of officers

PRESIDENT’S BANQUET & RECEPTION—FOR ALL MEMBERS

6:00-8:00 | Keynote Speaker III: Lisa Olson (Darlene Cook)
DKG Moment

Installation of 2025-2027 State Officers & Committees
State Service Awards (Kathy & Sandy)

Presentation of Gifts

8:30-10:00 | Reception

Sunday, May 4, 2025
e Checkout by 11 a.m.

e Breakfast on your own at hotel; included with room reservation.
e No programs or activities planned.
Travel Safely as you return home. See you at the International Conference this July!
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VOTING

FOR CANDIDATES
Election at General Session |
Saturday, 8:30 a.m.

Review the biographies in the January Trail or on the
Oregon Website: dkgoregon.com
https://www.dkgoregon.com/newsletters.html

Be ready to vote for your candidates or to propose ad-
ditional candidates from the floor during the election.

Remember, you MUST have written permission from
the candidate to propose her name for the election.

Only Board Members in Districts 1, 2, 3 will vote
for the Nominating and Finance Committee candidates
from those districts.

FOR BYLAWS & STANDING RULES
Voting will be at General Membership
Meeting on Saturday at 2 p.m.

Members in attendance will vote on the proposed
changes to the OSO Bylaws and Standing Rules. Pro-
posed changes were included in the January Trail and
are posted on the Oregon Website.

Nominating Committee Report
MEET THE SLATE OF CANDIDATES!

Submitted by the 2023-25 Nominating Committee

Kaye Jones, Chair, Kappa/3
Sandy Rysdam, Zeta/1

Kathie Hill, Omega/2

Debbie Wells, Alpha Omicron/4
Eloise Gibson, Beta Beta/5
Ardeth Woods, Beta Gamma/6

Oregon State Organization Officer Candidates

e President:  Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta/5
e Vice President: Kate Kelleher, Beta Beta/5
e Secretary:  Judy Brimmer, Alpha/2

Finance Committee, Class of 2025 Candidates

e District 1: Laurie Graves, Zeta/l
e District 2: Brenda Jensen, Alpha/2
e District 3: Teresa Shinn, Kappa/3

Nominating Committee, Class of 2025 Candidates

e District 1: Sandy Rysdam, Zeta/l
e District 2: Bonita Fillmore, Alpha/2
e District 3: Rebecca Marti, Kappa/3

Say “Thank you for being a DKG leader,”
when you see these women in person!

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Brenda Jensen, OSO EEC Chair
NW Representative to International EEC

Oregon’s DKG chapters spend time and money promoting impactful projects and programs
in their communities and beyond. Would you like to share a project or program with the
DKG international community where you may inspire others to implement it within their
own areas? Your project or program will be featured on the international website. If you

would like an application, please email me at bcjdkg@gmail.com, and I will send it to you.

Your submission will be reviewed by the international committees and International Presi-
dent Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan before it’s submitted to the technology team to post on the
website. Let’s let the world know how Oregon is outstanding in supporting communities

here and internationally.

Society for Key Women Educators. Marie Mueller, editor.
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ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

AT THE 2025 OREGON CONVENTION

If you craft, paint, sew, sculpt, carve, design jewelry, do pottery, quilt,

knit, crochet, do macrame, design . . . . or more, this is for you. If you
are interested, call Brenda Jensen (541) 892-5243 or email her at
bcjdkg@gmail.com.

Tell Brenda what you are bringing to display or sell and what you
need to display it. Label each item clearly with your name, chapter,
how it was made, a name (if appropriate), and a price (if you hope to
sell the item).

[ PREZ-2-PREZ MEETING HIGHLIGHTS EEC PROGRAMS |

Darlene Cook, President

At the March 8" Prez-2-Prez meeting, Daphne Cagle from California, Chair of the International Educa-
tional Excellence Committee (EEC), joined Alpha Chapter member Brenda Jensen to discuss programs
and initiatives sponsored by the committee. Brenda is the NW Representative to the International Educa-
tional Excellence Committee.

Educational Excellence is DKG’s term for the programs and projects essential for recruiting, retaining,
and engaging members. Chapters design programs and initiatives to promote the personal and pro-
fessional growth of their members. To help highlight noteworthy projects and initiatives, the EEC is
promoting the Program and Project Spotlight. Chapters and state organizations are asked to highlight
programs and philanthropic efforts that have been especially successful in their chapter or state. Kathy
Martell, Alpha Epsilon, and her work to make the Dolly Parton Imagination Library a statewide program
in Oregon, will soon be featured on the international website through this program. Congratulations,
Kathy! Thank you for your efforts in promoting early childhood literacy.

The International Educational Excellence committee (EEC) also encourages chapters to promote two
international initiatives: Supporting Early-Career Educators (SEE), and The GIRLS (Girls Initiative to
Revitalize Learning and Success) Fund. Partnered with UNICEF USA, this fund helps DKG in its efforts
to support educational access for girls in Africa.

Other programs under the EEC umbrella discussed at the meeting were the NGO/UN relationship, advo-
cacy efforts at the federal and state levels, and member engagement in the arts. All members are wel-
come to join this state committee and to bring the ideas to their own communities and chapters. If you
are interested in bringing these ideas and programs to your own chapter and to our state organization,
please give Brenda Jensen a call.
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NG THE BENEFITS OF DKG MEMBERSHIP
y <

e ADVOCACY\
/\ . / ¢

The graphic above is from the DKG International website: dkg.org. Sign in, then click on “About Us” and then choose
Benefits. When you have it on-screen, each bubble becomes active and a drop-down menu of options and information is
visible.

I happened to choose Advocacy--a most pertinent topic considering the state of education in these United States today. To
quote the first paragraph: “Advocacy--to speak out--is a core value of DKG, expressed by its members states and chapters
in three ways”:

1. Legislative advocacy: “... [to be informed] about proposed legislation with ramifications for educators, women and
children’s welfare . . . “ Ask your chapter leaders about ways to do this.

2. Service advocacy: “Chapters and state organizations are deeply committed to providing service through projects to
educators, women and children, locally and around the world . . . : mentorships, professional development, . . . and

speaking on their behalf . . .or through direct service and through support to other agencies.
3. Philanthropic advocacy and training: “The Society . . . [gives] thousands of dollars each year in scholarship, grants,
and project support to members and nonmembers. ... You impact education worldwide!

Your turn now: Look at all the bubbles, then take advantage of the benefits that come with
your membership in DKG.

ALDUSGEINDE THIRS B0 ISl 2 /FINDING LEGISLATORS & CURRENT BILLS N
US FORUM
. ) National: Go to www.Congress.gov
o We are positional, not partisan— Click on Current Congress
and neutral by 501(c)6 status. Enter bill # and the number of the congressional session
o We advocate and agitate, but try not List of bills will appear below

to aggravate.

o We organize, but do not opine. Oregon:

* V'\ge are passionate, but do not pon- 1. Go to www.olis.oregonlegislature.gov
ULDICELEE: You’ll find Session, Bills, Committees, and More

o We are Women Educators

. R . 2. Go to www.oregonlegislature.gov
Advocating for Legislative Action.

You’ll find Senate, House, Bills and Laws, Committees, Capitol
Offices, OLIS (Bills & Committees), Bills & Votes--and this one
has a ““Find Your District and Legislators.”

AN /
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!Nomen Who Wine for Education:
A Beta Beta Education Foundation FUNdraiser

Mark your calendars for June 26, 2025, for our second Women Who Wine
for Education event. We are returning to the lovely Nathman Building at
Mary’s Woods in Lake Oswego, where we held our event in 2023. This will
be a two-hour event starting at 5 p.m. and ending at 7:00 p.m.

Beta Beta’s Foundation plans to follow the same format as last time, and
our committee has begun preparations. Tickets are $50 and will include two
pours of premium wine and a chance at fun door prizes. Take a chance on
some delightful baskets, a generous assortment of appetizers, live music
entertainment, a blind wine pull, and a live auction for luxury items and
experiences. Tickets will be available mid-April. Contact Tina Preddy at
804-349-4144 or preddy58@aol.com

Finding the Nathman Bldg. at 17530 Provost St., Lake Oswego 97034

From I-5 going North: Take I-5 north to [-205. Take Exit 3 to SW Stafford Rd. Follow to McVey Ave,
then right onto OR43 S. Follow to Holy Names Drive, then take an immediate right onto Provost St.
From I-5 going South: Take [-205 S to Exit 8 for OR 43/Willamette Dr. in West Linn. Take OR43 N to
Holy Names Drive, then take an immediate right onto Provost St.

- Picture from Pixabay, by kjh2087

- NEWS TO USE =

CHANGES TO THE BOUTIQUE TREASURE STIPEND

The Boutique Treasure Stipend has been limited to “First-Timers” to OSO or DKG International Con-
ferences/Conventions but no longer! First-timers will still be preferred, but depending on the pool of
applicants, the Boutique Committee will now accept applications from everyone. The Boutique Trea-
sure Stipend is intended to help partially defray the cost of participating in Oregon State Organization
and DKG International activities.

The amount awarded varies and depends on the number of applicants and the funds available in the
Boutique account. Typical stipends for OSO conferences/conventions are $100 with DKG International
workshops and seminars participants being awarded $500. Sisters wanting additional support should
investigate other scholarships in addition to the Boutique Treasure Stipend.

This stipend is for DKG — Oregon State Organization members.
Preference for first-time attendees to OSO State/DKG International Conference/Conventions
(NOTE: Limit of a total of two [2] stipends per member in this category over their lifetime).
Participants in DKG International seminars/workshops.

Deadline: 30 days prior to event.

You can find the application on the DKG Oregon Website— Scholarships and Grants —Boutique Trea-
sure Stipend. https://www.dkgoregon.com/scholarshipsgrants.html

Send your application to the Media Sales/Boutique Chair, Catie Thurber-Brown, cthurberbrown@
gmail.com, or mail to 1321 Astor Ct., Woodburn, OR 97071.

1 B
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$$$ TREASURER’S TALK $%%

TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR THE 2024-25 BUDGET

Oregon has 15 chapters, and all their dues are paid.
One is the “State” Chapter because these members
no longer have a chapter where they live, but they
want to continue their membership with DKG. We
have 295 members including our honorary members,
who do not pay dues.

Our 2024-25 budget is $14,205. We have a contin-
gency of 7% built into the budget. Membership dues
cover only 45% of our budget. After convention

is when we use most of our budget to pay for our
leadership to attend convention. The money leftover
because it was not requested from last year’s budget
usually averages 13% but varies by what convention
costs. That means if we use our total budget, we will
need to request money from the permanent fund to
fill in the gap. We will have to reduce our operating
budget for 2025-26. A copy of the current budget
will be in your convention documents.

Please complete these forms so records are accurate:

e If you have new members, please use Form 81
to report them.

 Form 82 is for reinstated members.

e For dropped member(s) please fill out an 18A
Form telling International and Vickie why the
member(s) dropped.

* Ifyou have a new treasurer, please fill out Form
87.

Send copies of the forms to Vickie and to Interna-
tional. You can use email or USPS mail.

e DKG International, 1801 E. 51% St., Ste. 365-
163, Austin, TX 78723

* Vickie Jackson, 235 S.E. C St., Madras, OR
97741

Any questions? Call Vickie at 541-475-7252.
Thanks.

ALPHA RHO FOUNDATION
REPORT

DKG Oregon State Organization
Convention May 2-3, 2025

As a note of remembrance to the former state name,
the Foundation chose the name “Alpha Rho” when the
DKG International made a constitutional change for all
state organizations in 2019, moving away from tradi-
tional Greek names to geographic names.

The 8-member board includes:

Darlene Cook, OSO President

Wendy Hacke, OSO Vice President

Judy Brimmer, OSO Secretary

Brenda Jensen, Past State President
Members-at-Large: Karren Timmermans,
Bonita Fillmore, and Mary Jo Lemon

e OSO Treasurer, Vickie Jackson, an ex-offi-
cio member

The Foundation has given one grant so far this year for
$975.00. The Foundation received gifts of $ 6,273.00.
The Foundation paid for the Zoom program for the
OSO and Foundation finance work. Operation costs
per year average $150.00.

The Annual Meeting of the Alpha Rho Foundation

is June 17, 2025, at 11:00 a.m., by Zoom. Any OSO
DKG member may attend by sending Vickie Jackson
a note of interest. At this meeting, we will confirm our
board of directors, consider requests for funding, and
answer questions that members might have.

Remember, donations to ARF, a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed
by law.

Inquiries and contributions should be sent to Vickie
Jackson at 235 SE C St., Madras, OR 97741 or call
1-541-475-7252.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma
Society for Key Women Educators. Marie Mueller, editor.

Page 15



DKG OREGON STATE ORGANIZATION OPERATING FUND
Proposed 2025-26

ESTIMATED INCOME

ACTIVE MEMBER 265@ 24.00 $6,360
RESERVE MEMBERS 40 @ 14.00 $560
CARRY OVER (donation from Money Market Acc. $1850.) $5,850

TOTAL INCOME $12,770.00

ESTIMATED EXPENSES

OFFICERS//SPECIAL PERSONNEL 5000 Reduce all 5%
5001 PRESIDENT $2,500
5002 VICE-PRESIDENT $935
5003 SECRETARY $340
5004 PARLIAMENTARIAN $190
5005 TREASURER $665
5006 IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT $620
5007 ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY $340

SUB-TOTAL $5.590.00 _Less ($295)

STANDING COMMITTEES 5100

5111
5112
5113 FINANCE $400
5114 MEMBERSHIP/EXPANSION $600
5115 NOMINATIONS $200
5116 BYLAWS/STANDING RULES $200

5117 EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE/Leadership/ Music, etc.  $800

5118 COMMUNICATIONS $200
5119
5120a GENERAL AWARDS $150
5120b Scholarship & grants $200
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5121 DISTRICT COORDINATORS

5121A DISTRICT 1 $190
5121B DISTRICT 2 $190
5121C DISTRICT 3 $190
5121D DISTRICT 4 $190
5121E DISTRICT 5 $190
5121F DISTRICT 6 $190

SUB-TOTAL $3,890.00 Less ($660)

BUSINESS EXPENSES 5200

5210 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPLIES/EXPENSES $300
5220 AWARDS (service necklace) $400
5231 BUSINESS FEES: financial review, etc. $400

5232 THE NEW OREGON TRAIL

5232A PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION $600
5232B EDITOR $360
5233 WEBMASTER $190
5233b Weebly, Zoom, & Domain name $200
5260 COURTESIES $40
5280 CONTINGENCY FUND $800

SUB-total $3,290
BUDGET Total $12,770.00

The mileage reimbursement for 2025-2026 is 30 cents per mile until the line is zero.
The annual Chapter Treasurer’s Bonding Fee is $10.00.
Biennium dues for the State are $24.00 Active and $14.00 for Reserved.

A Collegiate member turned active member will have their first year’s membership paid by the state. ($64.00 from
the Presidents and Founders Fund interest.)
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Chapter Wellness Survey 2025

Ad Hoc Membership Committee

Vickie Jackson, Sigma
Liz Simmons, Chi

Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta

Thank you to the ten chapters that responded to the
survey. Two chapters did not respond and two of our
chapters are in the process of dissolution. Our total paid
membership within these reporting chapters is 184 with
159 active members, 35 reserve, and 4 honorary mem-
bers. Our average number of meetings in chapters is
7.35. Of our membership, most are retired and cover all
areas of membership.

Questions [hereafter Q] 1 and 2 referred to submit-
ting information (officers) and dues to OSO in a timely
manner. Six of the ten chapters responded that they are
doing well.

Q 3 and 4 asked if chapters actively recruited new
members and what were the results of that recruitment.
Half of the chapters responded that they actively recruit
and are successful. A number (3) said they try, and 3
chapters felt this was an area they could improve.

Q 5, 6, and 7 asked about the way in which chapters
support our state functions: leadership training, confer-
ences, and financial support (scholarships, foundation,
and chapter projects) Eight of the ten chapters indicated
that their leadership attends the OSO leadership train-
ing opportunities. Chapters who encourage members to
attend conferences and conventions are varied, with 3
chapters doing well and 2 saying they could do better.
Chapters indicated ways in which they donate and con-
tribute to the organization (7 have a scholarship pro-
gram, one has a foundation, 8 have chapter projects, and
3 individuals give to the DKGIEF fundraisers.)

Q 8: Does your chapter follow the new legislation
affecting education and are you aware of the work of the
US Forum? Chapters use zoom and other resources to
keep current with education legislation. Four chapters
participate in this area.

Q 9,10, and 11 looked at how we plan and execute our
meetings. Seven chapters have a yearly planning ses-
sion, two chapters do not have a planning group, and
one chapter plans on a two-year cycle. Not every chapter
planned activities that included everyone or programs
that provided opportunities for everyone every meeting.

Q 12 and 13: Community involvement. Nine chapters
listed activities that involved their chapters within their
communities. Some chapters have a “sister” chapter and
some visit other chapters. Fall conference, joint meet-
ings, state meetings and the Oregon Trail are all ways
chapters stay connected.

Q14: Ideas for attracting new members: Many ideas were
presented: Grants, advertising, early education grants, joint
meetings, co-workers, inviting new members, co-sponsoring
an event with the library and offering help /support to work-
ing teachers.

Q 15: Things chapters do to retain members include

cards, emails, phone calls, award every 5 years, recognize
member’s accomplishments, contact members with health
issues, ride share, social events, keep in touch with members
who have moved, share the benefits of membership, book
club, meaningful programs, involve every member, and reor-
ganize chapter based on member feedback.

Q16: How can the state organization help your chapter?
Suggestions to the question were: create a speaker’s bureau,
posters and post cards, cross-chapter meetings, state presi-
dent visiting chapters, market DKG to school districts, help
schools, review policies, do more to involve retired teachers,
website training, make state officers more accessible, COSA
conference provided possible members, be available, share
the benefits for members.

Next Steps:

1. The ad hoc committee meets and sends article to The
New Oregon Trail.

2. Share information at convention during a Q & A
time.

3. Ask chapters to plan an event that will encourage
prospective members to attend.

Thanks to our dedicated andllE
sharp-eyed proofreaders for
making this a better
document.

Darlene Cook
Alice Hartness Reichle
Dr. Wendy Hacke

Ly ra
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CHAPTER CHATTER District 2

: : Alpha (Klamath Co.): Alpha has had a busy few
District 1 months. We were very pleased to present eight (up

Zeta Chapter (Union County): to $250) Early Educator Grants.

e Bonny Veloz Espinola at Henley High School,
1%t & 2™ year Spanish, will buy additional materi-
als to supplement the current curriculum.

e Randi Robertson at Peterson Elementary, 1%
grade, will buy more chapter books for her “soar-

Eastern Oregon University (EOU) Professor Becki ing” readers. Pictured below with Bonny.

Mclntosh introduced Zeta Chapter to the strategy of

teaching reading known as “The Science of Reading.”

In this strategy, direct instruction is provided in the

four domains of phonemic awareness, phonics and

word recognition, fluency and vocabulary, and com-

prehension. EOU is providing a reading clinic *. . .

to improve reading outcomes for all students in the

Eastern Oregon region.” This two-fold program also

provides a training opportunity for both practicing and

pre-service general, special education teachers, and
reading specialists.

Like most of us, Eastern Oregon is awaiting spring.
Yesterday was a beautiful, sunny day; today it is
snowy. However, the weather didn’t stop tulips and
daffodils from poking up to see if it is time to bloom.

e Carlie Brown at Henley Elementary, 2" grade,

Speaking of EOU, Zeta Chapter, with a healthy dona- plans to purchase supplies to increase each stu-
tion from Iota Chapter, has set up a Delta Kappa Gam- dent’s reading prosody skills by using whisper
ma scholarship for education students. If any other phones. Pictured below with Kayle.
chapters would like to be involved, please contact ~ ® Kayle Bever at Henley Elementary, 6 grade,
Tyler Dubsky at the EOU Foundation. will bring critical thinking puzzles and

STEM tools into her classroom for students to
St. Patrick’s Day brought a delightful visit with Presi- further their critical thinking skills.

dent Darlene and her tour director, Bill, an EOC gradu-
ate. Darlene shared information about many opportu-
nities and changes in current ones that can enrich our
DKG experience. She reviewed DKG publications for
members and how to be sure members are receiving
them.

Zeta’s April program will feature a local financial advi-
sor. By then, hopefully spring will arrive. See you at
the State Convention.

e Gina Nunnelley at Henley Elementary, 2" grade
(not pictured), will create a project that studies bird
adaptations and habitats.

e Kory Coleman at Gilchrist Jr./Sr. High School (not
pictured), will build and sustain a community gar-
den for Gilchrist School.
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e Leyieta Noland at Klamath Family Head Start, District 4
plans to take a Spanish class at KCC. Watching _
her students’ faces light up when she uses a small ~ Alpha Omicron (St. Helens):

amount of Spanish with them has inspired her o A|pha Omicron Chapter welcomed its newest member
become more proficient in Spanish. at their February meeting

Chapter Membership Chairman, Linda McCoy (left),
e Jade Mabee at Klamath Family Head Start, inducted Charlene Bassine (right).

wants to bring more climbing equipment for
infants and toddlers into her Early Head Start
classroom.

Also at the February meeting, we heard presentations
from local third grade teachers who received grants this
school year from our chapter. They shared how their
grants were being used. Since that meeting, one more
grant was awarded for a total of $1,600.

In March we met on a Saturday for a cultural event at
The Portland Art Museum. We enjoyed paintings by
noted artists and displays of psychedelic posters from
the 1960s advertising concerts. There were several
displays of fashions from the “60s.

“Waterlilies” below with the Alpha Omicron members.

Alpha Chapter Chatter continues
on the next page.

Akpha Omicron continues on the next page with on
last great picture.
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Reneé Criss, Peterson Elementary Principal,
and Brenda Jensen, Alpha President.

Every other month, Alpha sisters like to show
our support and appreciation to the educators
and staff of the Klamath Basin. February was
Peterson Elementary’s turn. The staff received
Valentine bags of goodies. In April, Conger Ele-
mentary will receive Alpha’s goody bags.

Alpha Omicron’s last photo--a psychedelic
poster from the ‘60s:

L,

g/BOHES;
i

LA

District 5

Alpha Epsilon (Salem & Polk Co.): February brought
us a neatly decorated classroom with a music theme
and the story of a new electronic piano which helps
Kim Baranek of Mary Eyre Elementary teach music and
choir. March 3: We met at Stephens Middle School to
learn about “Morning Tubs” and a new Ethnic Studies
program. April 11 will bring us a Sister Chapter Zoom
with Alpha Chapter of Japan. Let Kathy Martell know if
youd like to “zoom in” with us.

The chapter was thrilled to hear that Kathy was chosen
to testify in person on March 6 in support of SB5514
for the Department of Early Learning and Care for
biennial expenses.

Our March meeting featured two MAPS grant win-
ners—Kezra Presleigh (above) (A new Ethnic Studies
course at Stephens Middle School) and Bethany Brown
(Morning Tubs at Scott Elementary). Both had great
slides to share and interesting stories about student
engagement as a result of their grants.

Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sherwood):
Membership: In February, we accepted a transfer
member and approved two new members to join us.
We hosted a new member orientation on March 8.

Activities: Our book club met, shared their schedule
of books to read, and selected monthly hostesses. Plans
are well underway for Women Who Wine—to be held
in June.

» Your invitation for wine is on page 11.

o See our first (travel) invitation to travel, p. 3.
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An invitation from International to apply for an elected position!
Are you ready for leadership? Here’s a fabulous opportunity!

Building the Next DKG Slate of Nominees Begins With YOU

Your invitation to DKG highlighted your leadership potential. Are you ready to apply for an elected position
at the international level, or can you encourage another member to do so?

The International Nominating Committee (INC) will begin accepting applications in the summer of 2025. The
deadline for applying is September 15, 2025. The time to plan and recruit is now! As a DKG member, you
can take steps to move our organization into #SecondCenturyDKG. Leadership is crucial for the growth of our
organization, so please give careful consideration to this important task.

All qualifications and recommendations for applicants for each position are listed in the International Standing
Rules (ISR) 8.103. These are the only qualifications the INC will consider when evaluating applications. Act
now! Assess your interests and skills alongside the qualifications listed in ISR 8.103. Go to www.dkg.org, sign
in, then click on Publications (top banner). You’ll see ISR in the center when the page opens.

Ignore commonly assumed misconceptions.

Applicants do Not need to have. . .

Earned a doctorate

Attended Leadership Management Seminar (Ignite)

Attended a given number of international conferences/conventions
Held a certain number of specific state positions

Been a member for a minimum number of years

The duties and responsibilities of the elected INC members are detailed in the Constitution Article VIII Section
B.8.b. INC members MAY NOT...

Recruit applicants

Assist applicants in any way with the application process

Discuss an application with anyone other than another INC member
Support or advocate for a nominee in any manner

Guidelines and applications will be posted on the DKG website in May 2025. Additionally, the Interna-
tional Nominating Committee will present at two Inside International sessions to review the application
process.

Mark your calendars for one or both sessions:

Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at 12:30 p.m. Central Time (10:30 a.m. Pacific time)
Tuesday, August 5, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. Central Time (3:30 p.m. Pacific time)
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
FOR KEY WOMEN EDUCATORS

@DKG
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RETURN ADDRESS

~

The New Oregon Trail is an offical
publication of the Oregon State
Organization of The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International.

Vickie Jackson, OSO Treasurer
235 S.E. C St.
Madras, OR 97741-1732

c/o
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Darlene’s Travels 2025 (See also page 3)
Apr 3 Alpha Omicron Meeting Warren
Apr 5 Kappa Meeting Corvallis
Apr 16 Omega Meeting Grants Pass
Apr 25-26 | Washington State Convention Stevenson, WA
May 2-3 | Oregon State Convention Lebanon
May 9 Alpha Omicron’s Bunco de Mayo Columbia City
May 14 | Chi Meeting Milwaukie
May 15 Beta Gamma Meeting Canby
May 31 | Alpha Meeting Klamath Falls
Jun 26 Beta Beta Women Who Wine Lake Oswego
ﬂilj g2 g " | International Conference ﬁ%\i’ S%rr::ans,




