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2023-2025
Oregon President
Darlene Cook

e

Dear Oregon DKG Sisters

The days are getting shorter, and
students and educators are heading
back to school. It always amazes
me how time passes so quickly.
I’m still wondering what happened
to summer! Fall will soon be at our
doorstep, and we are already into
the second year of our state lead-
ership biennium. Welcome to our
new chapter officers who are now
officially at work!

Five Oregon members recently
returned from a sensational Inter-
national Convention in National
Harbor, Maryland. In this issue of
The New Oregon Trail, you can
read more about the work that was
accomplished as well as the en-
lightening and thought-provoking
presentations that were provided.
Thank you to our Immediate Past
International President Dr. Debbie
LeBlanc for her leadership during
the past biennium, and congratu-
lations to our new President and
Achievement Award Recipient Dr.
Beverly Hall-Maughan from Ten-
nessee. Kudos also to our own Tara
Heikila who was elected as the
Northwest Regional Representative
to the US Forum Steering Commit-
tee for the next biennium!

Congratulations to our State Vice
President Dr. Wendy Hacke who

was selected earlier this year to

participate in the DKG Ignite
Leadership Management Seminar.
Immediately following the con-
vention, Wendy flew to Austin,
Texas, to participate in this inspir-
ing week-long program. The Ignite
program offers leadership, men-
torship, collaboration, and career
advancement skills. Scheduled

for every other year, DKG Ignite
provides a platform to learn more
about our work and to network
with DKG members from through-
out the Society. We look forward
to hearing more about Wendy’s
experiences at the seminar.

This year offers many exciting
events and opportunities. Mark
your calendars and join us on
Saturday, October 19, for our
Oregon Fall Conference at Mary’s
Woods in Lake Oswego. Come to
Lake Oswego, visit with friends
from other chapters, learn about
projects and activities across the
state, and celebrate and highlight
the work and special programs of
our many key women educators in
Oregon! Also scheduled are Prez-
2-Prez meeting opportunities and,
of course, our next Oregon state
convention on May 2-3, 2025, in
Lebanon at the Best Western Boul-
der Falls Inn. Stay tuned. You will
receive more information about
these special events as the year
progresses.

This is the perfect time to be think-
ing about accepting a state lead-
ership position for the 2025-2027
biennium. Nominations for state
officers (President, Vice President,
and Secretary) as well as members
for the Finance, and Nominating
Committees from Districts 1, 2, and
3 are due by December 15, 2024.
Please consider stepping up and
becoming active at the state level.
What talents and knowledge can
you share to empower our chapters,
our Oregon organization, and DKG
International? On May 11, 2029,
Delta Kappa Gamma will be 100
years old! Will you help lead our

chapters and state organization into
the next 100 years?

Chapter members, please welcome
our new leaders. Take them under
your wing and provide mentorship
to insure their success.

As we move into the second year
of the biennium, I am again hum-
bled by the honor and privilege of
serving as your state president. |
look forward to working with you
to strengthen our chapters and our
state as we begin a new year for
our DKG Oregon State Organi-
zation. Together we can make a
difference.

Please invite me to your meetings
and events. It is always inspiring to
see your bright, shining faces, and
to learn of the wonderful programs
and opportunities our chapters are
providing for our members, our
schools, and our communities!

My best wishes for a successful
and rewarding year!

Darlene
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DKG INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2025
National Harbor, Maryland

Oregon was well represented by President Darlene Cook, Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Vice President Dr. Wendy Hacke,
Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis, and Nominating Committee Chair Kaye Jones.

WORLD PEAC
CANNOT BE THE

CONVENTION KEYNOTERS
WOW THE AUDIENCE!

The International Convention had
three outstanding keynote speakers.
They all shared encouraging messages
for never giving up.

* Margot Lee Shetterly, author
of Hidden Figures, enlightened
us about the “human computers”
who made the U.S. space program
successful.

* Andre Bradford is a Texas Grand
Slam Champion - a poet with a

message that awakens audiences
to problems in our society.

* Marion Blumenthal Lazan sur-
vived the Nazi regime from 1939
until 1948 when her family’s Visa
was finally recognized for their
passage to the USA.

These speakers talked about perse-
verance, determination, and hope.
Without these guidelines, society has
no tolerance or respect for diversity.
Social justice and empathy toward
others by “walking in someone else’s
shoes” allows greater understanding.
Their stories of unsung heroism tease

Left: Opening Ceremony
Below: An Oregon trio: Vickie, Darlene, Nancy
Photos from Vickie Jackson

At left: The structure of world peace cannot be the
work of one man, or one party, or one nation. It
must be a peace which rests on the cooperative
effort of the whole world.

Thoughtful words for this election year!

<<<Vickie Jackson, enjoying a walking / learning tour as part of her
0S80 Personal Enrichment Commemorative Scholarship of $2,600.

out issues of race, religion, sexism,
and fear.

Their books demonstrate how every-
day people can change your life. All
were inspirational speakers, and the
audience wanted to hear more! If you
want to read their books check your
local library or bookstore. Margot
Shetterly was willing to sign books
brought by members.

The Lazan presentation was virtual
and was sponsored by the four DKG
Forums: Canadian, European, Latin
American, and United States.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key
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AROUND DC & VIEWS FROM CONVENTION

Thanks for various photographers: Nancy Lewis, Bill Vollmer, Vickie Jackson, Darlene Cook

L to R: Nancy Lewis, Vickie Jackson, Darlene Cook, Kaye Jones, Wendy Hacke
Your Oregon representatives at International Convention 2024

Right: Darlene Cook with
Nancy Lewis (gold vest) as they
voted with “clickers”

Below: State President Darlene
Cook with Internatioanl! Presi-
dent Dr. Bevely Hall-Maughan

Above: Awell-barricaded U.S.
Capitol Bldg.
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FIRST TIME AT INTERNATIONAL

CONVENTION
Dr. Wendy Hacke, Beta Beta

I am so grateful for the Personal Enrichment commem-
orative Scholarship and the State Vice President’s bud-
get that allowed me to attend this year’s International
Convention at the Gaylord Resort in Maryland. | had the
opportunity to learn more about International’s role in the
Society, to reconnect with friends from California, and to
make new friends from all over the country. | participated
in a variety of events that have given me much to bring to
my roles as Chapter Co-President and State Vice Presi-
dent.

My chosen workshop sessions addressed the goals of the
current biennium: relevance, vitality, and sustainability.
As the Oregon State Membership Chair, | garnered a
wealth of strategies for recruiting and retaining members.
One specific strand involved collegiate members both
joining a local chapter and having a DKG Society club on
campus. Since this is the focus of Oregon’s strategic plan
for the remainder of the biennium, it was enlightening to
learn what other states are doing along these lines.

I attended sessions that covered the benefits of being a
DKG member. Through the efforts of incredible present-
ers, | was able to bring back many innovative ideas to
present both to my state committee and my chapter.

I enjoyed this year’s convention and look forward to
the privilege of participating in this process for years to
come.

BABY STEPS TO CHANGE OUR
INTERNATIONAL CONSTITUTION AND
STANDING RULES

Vickie Jackson, Oregon Treasurer

Thank you for awarding me a Commemorative Scholarship
to attend the DKG International Convention July 9 — 13,
2024. The convention was well organized and was attend-
ed by approximately 800 members.

There were 94 changes to the Constitution/Standing Rules.
To make the process clearer, the Administrative Board (14
members) and 8 International Committees (approximately
48 members) are using a three-step process for making
governing documents easier to modernize. The Constitu-
tion is ridged and is the founding document of our Society.
The Standing Rules (ISR) allow us movement and use of
the meaning of the Constitution by actions. The Guidelines
and Policies/Procedures (GAPP) allow the Standing Rules
to be changed faster than waiting for a convention. | hope
this clarifies the amendments process.

If you want to review all 94 amendments, they are in your
DKG News in the Mar/Apr 2024 (v. 81, No. 2) which is
also on the website: www.dkg.org Amendments needed
a two-thirds vote of the members attending conventions
to pass or fail. The amendments were broken into three
categories:

1. Amendments 1-15: moving all items to
Guidelines and Policies/Procedures. Number
seven was pulled and all other amendments
passed.

2. Amendments 16 - 61 clean up the changes
to the Avrticles of the Constitution that are
non-controversial and update the wording.

a. Number 17 was withdrawn.

b. Nos. 29- 32, dealing with co-presi-
dents, were combined.

c. Nos. 46 and 47, about regional direc-
tors, were voted on together.

d. Amendments 62- 94 needed debate
and consideration by the voting mem-
bers.

The most controversial amendment was the international
name change. Most members like the possible change
suggested by British Columbia, Canada but did not

take under consideration the cost a name change would
be to all the chapters and Headquarters. In addition, in
five years the Society will be 100 years old, and mem-
bers want to celebrate the 100" birthday with a slightly
changed name. There are no Greek letters and most cor-
respondence will use the simplified name — DKG Society
International.

e. Nos. 21, 22, 71 eliminate the scholar-
ship fees to be collected at all levels.
Investments are supplying the re-
quested funds.

In the past, Constitutional Articles IV C.2 and C.4
allowed Y2 dues payment and set a deadline for paying
dues. This was changed to pay your dues once you are
inducted. Your dues paid in January through April will
allow the new member to not pay the ensuing year’s dues.
All members not paying their dues by August 1 will be
dropped. (The dates for reminders to pay dues are reduced
to August 1.)

The Constitution Committee has a proviso to read all the
changes and make sure the changes conform to the gov-
erning documents and the Finance Committee does cost
analyses on all budget requests.

If you have other questions about the amendment process,
call Vickie Jackson or ask the other delegates that went to
the convention.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key
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INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION SUMMARY
Darlene Cook, Oregon President

The 2024 International Convention is
in the books! Thank you to our five
Oregon delegates. We appreciate
your representing Oregon in National
Harbor!

1. President Darlene Cook, Chi/6;

2. Vice President Dr. Wendy Hacke,
Beta Beta/5;

3. Parliamentarian Nancy Lewis,
Beta Beta/5;

4. Treasurer Vickie Jackson, Sig-
ma/3;

5. Nominating Committee Chair
Kaye Jones, Kappa/5

International Election Results

* President
Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan, TN

» First Vice President
Candace (Candi) Martin, AR

* Second Vice President
Carol Herzog, IN

* Northwest Regional Director
Lisa Olson, ND

Congratulations to Our Own Tara
Heikila, your new 2024-2026 North-
west Regional Representative to the

US Forum!! “Way to go Tara!

Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan received

the International Achievement Award.

Justice Beverley McLachlin, Toronto,
Canada, and Tsipi Ben-Haim, New
York, NY, were inducted as Interna-
tional Honorary Members.

Congratulations to Dr. Wendy
Hacke! Wendy attended DKG Ignite
(formerly Golden Gift) in Austin.

Special guest speakers:

Margot Shetterly, author of Hidden
Figures: The American Dream and
The Untold Story of the Black Mathe-
maticians Who Helped Win the Space
Race

Andre Bradford, Austin-based slam
poet.

AMENDMENTS, AMENDMENTS,
AMENDMENTS!

94 to be exact! President Debbie was
so excited to announce that we had
addressed them all, and none “fell

to the floor” at the 2024 convention!
Here are a few results | feel Oregon
members are most interested in:

Dues: Fiscal year is July 1 through
June 30. Dues must be paid by June
30th. Members inducted between
January 1 and June 30 pay full interna-
tional dues but the dues amount covers
the ensuing year as well; i.e., they
would not pay dues again until the
following June. Remember, member-
ship is determined by the date dues are

paid, not by date of induction.

Collegiate Members: can serve as
parliamentarian of a chapter as that

is not an elected position. Years of
collegiate membership can be counted
as active years in qualifying for an
international scholarship.

Official Name: The Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International also
known as the Society. Shall now also
be known as DKG International
Society.

Name change: Change to Interna-

tional Society of Women Educators
(DKG) - failed (official vote 130 to
460)

Co-officers: provisions and respon-
sibilities for co-officers for chapters
and at the state organization level were
identified (even though we have been
doing it for years at the chapter level!)

Elections of international officers:
a proposal to have the entire DKG
membership vote for officers instead
of delegating the votes to the state
organization president - failed

Start planning now!

If you missed the convention this year,
you will have opportunities to attend
an international conference or conven-
tion in the near future. Be sure to put
these dates on your calendar:

COMING EVENTS

Future Conventions (even-numbered
years)

*  Aurora, Colorado (Gaylord Rock-
iesJune 30-July 4, 2026

* Philadelphia, Pennsylvania - July
4-8, 2028

Future Conferences (odd-numbered
years)

e New Orleans, Louisiana - July 29-
August 2, 2025

e Location Pending - 2027

e Austin, Texas - July 25-28,
2029: Celebrating DKG’s
100th Birthday!

I look forward to a great year for DKG
Oregon! | hope to see you all soon at
our Fall Conference in Lake Oswego!

Darlene
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Beta Beta Member
Attends

IGNITE!

Dr. Wendy Hacke

Offered every even-numbered year,
usually in July, Ignite: the Lead-

ers Empowering Leaders program,
provides a platform to build extensive
networks nationally and internation-
ally. Fostering relationships can lead
to collaboration with other states,
provinces, and countries. Ignite can
also provide opportunities for men-
torship and career advancement.

These opportunities drew me to
participate in the 2024 Ignite seminar
at the University of Texas McCombs
School of Business in Austin. Not
only did the program treat us to
several outstanding speakers who are
leaders in their fields — too many to
name here — but | was also able to
hone my current skills. In addition, |
added many new skills to my tool kit
that will enhance my course presen-
tations; provide leadership in my
department in my new job at George
Fox University in Newberg, Ore-
gon; and assist me to build stronger
organizational relationships in my
position as an adjunct professor and
Teacher Education Associate.

Just as important as
the skills | gained
were the bonds |
forged with DKG
sisters from various
states, from Estonia,
and from the Neth-
erlands. Getting to
know all these sisters
and being able to
share amazing experi-

ences with them were the highlights of
my Ignite experience. | am deeply ap-
preciative of the opportunity | received
that has fostered my growth as a leader
within DKG and at my university as
well as providing me with the chance
to grow personally.

“SPOTLIGHT” SESSION ON
ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE
2024 DKG international Convention
Nancy Lewis, Beta Beta

“Artificial Intelligence Is Changing
Education” is the title of a Spotlight
Session | attended at the 2024 Interna-
tional Convention in National Harbor
Maryland. | was attracted to it, as |
have been hearing the words “Artifi-
cial Intelligence “ pop up often lately,
and | wanted to know more about Al
and how it is changing education.

The presenters were a mother and
daughter-in-law team. Jennifer Nance
has taught elementary math and sci-
ence for 14 years. Simone Nance, her
mother-in law, has been teaching mid-
dle school music for 18 years. They
were a delightful pair and very easy
to listen to. These presenters began by
reminding us that we have been using
Al for some time. Think video projec-
tions, search engines, social media,
photos, prediction text, spell check,
online- and in-store shopping, Spotify,
and Netflix--all of which are degenera-
tive and predictive Al.

Both teachers have found Al to be
helpful in brainstorming, writing
recommendation letters, wording
emails, overcoming writing blocks,
course development, structure, and
logical development, establishing
goals and outcomes, lesson planning,
and highlighting and keeping a focus
on the key items. It works wherever
you write, whatever age group level
you are writing to or for, and whatever
goals you may have.

Jennifer said she uses an app called
Magic School Al. She puts in the basic
ideas, and it will write and format for
her. At some point, it will assist in
adding support. It will arrange ideas
logically, check for accuracy, and

give feedback. She can erase a part

or keep a part and continue. It will
add rubrics, set up story problems,
create a jeopardy game, create stories,
make real-world connections, provide
examples and non-exemplars, give a
guotation of the day, focus on concep-
tual understanding, provide history
on the topic, develop categories, and
develop assignments.

Jennifer said children often have mis-
conceptions about the information of a
lesson, and it is hard to adapt to what
that might be and how to clarify it

for children. Al can help. The teacher
might write, “I like this (example),
but can you do it like this . . .,” and Al
will follow instructions. It will cre-
ate assignments: “Write a story using
these words . .. .” “Play a game with
this information . . . .” It will provide
quizzes or tests using multiple choice
or short answers.

Both speakers were very excited about
Al and the programs they were using.
They were eager to share what they
had discovered and were amazed at
how easy it was to use and how help-
ful it was. Jennifer said it cut her work
on a specific lesson by almost half.

The room was quiet when Jennifer
finished, but then came the ques-

tion: What about students using it
for plagiarism? They answered in
tandem. What the computer generates
is very correct with no errors and is
very bland. It has no personality. The
teacher can spot Al language quickly.
When in doubt, ask the child questions
about the paper. Chances are that the
child did not understand or remem-
ber what they wrote. The teacher can
then suggest that perhaps they need to
rewrite.

As soon as | finished this summary [
found Magic School and a lot of other
sites to visit about Al and other apps. |
encourage you to do so if you want to
keep up with the best in education and
reduce your workload.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key
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Outgoing US Forum Steering
Committee Chair Darlene Cook

GAYLORD

NATIONAL

THE US FORUM:
MOVING FORWARD....

The US Forum Session at the 2024
International Convention was the last
official Forum event for US Forum
Chair Darlene Cook. Darlene served
for three biennia on the US Forum
Steering Committee, including two as
the Northwest Regional Representa-
tive for 2014-2016 and 2016-2018. At
the 2022 International Convention in
New Orleans, she was elected chair of
the committee for 2022-2024.

This year’s Forum Session was differ-
ent from past years, as the first hour
was a virtual presentation by Inter-
national Honorary Member Marion
Blumenthal Lazan: . While many have
died, there are still people among us
who bear witness to the unspeakable,
terrible events of the years when the
Nazi regime ruled Germany. While
speaking of her family’s odyssey
during the years of 1939 to 1948,
Marion is a true instrument of peace as

she continually advocates for tolerance
and respect when she addresses an
audience. Those who attended the US
Forum session in 2024 were honored
to join a virtual visit with Marion and
hear her holocaust story of persever-
ance, determination, faith, and hope.

Her presentation was sponsored jointly
by the four Forums (Canadian, Europe-
an, Latin American and United States).
During the second hour, the US Forum
met separately to conduct business.
Darlene is excited to announce that
Oregon will continue to be represented
on the Forum. Congratulations to Tara
Heikila of Alpha Epsilon Chapter, our
2024-2026 Northwest Regional Rep-
resentative! Pat Bennett-Forman of
Washington was elected Forum chair
for 2024-2026.

Moving Forward--Darlene Cook is
driving, Tara Heikila is learning,
Kate Kelleher is along for the ride.

Alpha Epsilon Member
Elected

Congratulations Tara Heikila, new
Northwest Regional Representative to
the US Forum!!

According to our International
website, “The United States forum
supports non-partisan federal legis-
lation in the interests of education
and women educators.” The forum

“ ... provides US members of DKG
with relevant information on pending
issues and legislator contact numbers
to enable more effective advocacy.”
In addition, the Forum produces the

US Forum Newsletter. (The June 2024
issue is available online at dkg.org and
on the Forum website: dkgusforum.

org)

The Northwest Region of DKG is
vast: Alaska, Idaho, lowa, Minnesota,
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Oregon, South Dakota, Washington,
Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Tara will
be challenged as she communicates
with chapters and states to identify the
priorities, interests, and needs of this
large region.

Tara Heikila at Leslie Middle School

Tara joins the US Forum Steering
Committee while finishing her doctor-
ate.She and her husband balance car-
ing for elderly parents with support-
ing children and their activities and
schools and colleges. Tara concluded
her 22-year career in the middle school
mathematics classroom at Leslie Mid-
dle School in Salem, Oregon.

She is currently a research assistant
for Washington State University while
she finishes her dissertation on teacher
retention through the lens of teachers
who remain in the classroom.
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ROSIE THE RIVETER - THE STORY

Qe H.
CONTINUES pone. 1143
Dr. Yvonne Fasold, Lambda Chapter DKG '
A “Rosebud” from Eugene
My mother was a WWI1 welder.

We have a Rosie in DKG! Many of you have met long-
time member Ardeth Woods at conferences and conven-
tions. In June she represented all Rosies in the Grand
Floral Parade during the Portland Rose Festival. Here is
her story.

About the parade: | had a great time. Everyone was so
nice to me. The IBEW Marched ahead of the small float.
My jeep was behind the float. Some of the marchers
were from Seattle. | was interviewed by Channel 12.
Some people said they saw the interview; others didn’t.

I don’t know when it was on TV. In the rerun on Sun-
day, my part was cut, and they just showed the marchers
and the float, then went to the band behind us. I had a
good time waving and talking to people when we were
stopped. Afterwards we all ate at the Broadway Cafe.

A lot of the marchers had their pictures taken with me.
Here | am with the group.

About her WW 11 actions: Ardeth was a child during
World War |1, but she remembers helping. Across the
nation, everyone of every age pulled together and helped
with the war effort. Ardeth did exactly that in Molalla,
Oregon, with her whole family.

In 1942 & 1943 when | was 5 and 6 years old, |
went with my family to sky watch. Dad, Mom, ]
Grandma, and | went to the Molalla foothills to Ardeth (center) with the women of IBEW
watch for enemy airplanes. At first we were in ata 2023 event

a tent. Later a tower was built. When we heard
a plane, Dad would use binoculars to identify
it and then telephone it to headquarters. | think
they started using radar later, so we didn’t do
sky watch anymore. We also saved tin cans,
other scrap metal, and cooking fat for the “War
Effort.” We grew a Victory Garden. The whole §
family went hop picking. I had to pick half a day §
and could then play. | used the money to pur-
chase War Bonds.

Today, Ardeth still lives in Molalla, Oregon.

The American Rosie the Riveter Association honors our
World War Il homefront workers...a time when people of
all ages pulled together to help win the war.

Are there women in your family who still remember
WW I1? We want to preserve their stories! Contact me,
Yvonne Fasold, if your a woman in you family partici-
pated in or remembers WW II.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key Page 9
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ALPHA IN ACTION: Klamath County

BYLAWS &
STAN DI NG R U LES ALPHA PREPARES TEACHER WELCOME BAGS
Jean Fairbairn, Chair Alpha members, Girlie Faith Twyeffort, Nancy Gilder, Bonita Fillmore,

and Brenda Jensen gathered in Judy Brimmer’s home to paint popsicle
Proposals are due October 15, 2024!  sticks to look like pencils. Students are always looking for ways to help
and to lead, and classroom job helpers are the perfect way to do both

Now is the time to review current things at once! These “pencils” will help the teacher select names for the
Oregon documents at www.dkgore- student’s leadership roles. Each kindergarten teacher in Klamath County,
gon.com/about (The links are under in Klamath City Schools, and in private schools will receive a bundle of
the graphic.) “pencils” and a bit of chocolate with DKG information in the bags.

Or click on Resources--Other. You
will see a green square with a blue
border that features links to Bylaws
and to Standing Rules. The interactive
form for proposed changes is the last
page of each document.

Project Under
Construction

L: Nancy Gilder
C; Bonita Fillmore

Remember, your proposed changes R: Brenda Jansen

must reach Jean Fairbairn by October
15, 2024, at
jeanf3777@gmail.com
or by mail to:
Jean Fairbairn
15206 SE Duckey Ln.
Milwaukie, OR 97267-3438

Girlie Faith
Twyeffort busily
CHAPTER BYLAWS & | decorating “pencils”
STANDING RULES

If your chapter is due to present a
revised set of Chapter Bylaws and
Standing Rules this year, FIRST check
the changes provided by International.

1. Log onto the International website

at www.dkg.org
2. Signin
3. Select Publications L. Nancy
4. Select Constitution and ISR Gilder
5. Scroll down to Constitution Ac- C: Bonita
tions for State Org. and Chapters Fillmore
under the heading Updates for R: Brenda
State Organizations and Chapters Jensen
(2024).
6. By reviewing that site first, you will and a table
) FULL of
save a huge amount of time. The .
. goodies for
Flocument is only three pages and teachers.
is an easy-to-use table.
Page 10 The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key
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CHAPTER
CHATTER

Drop an email to the
Trail. Tell us your
plans--and describe
your favorite event
or activity.

G

District 1
Zeta (Union County):

Zeta had a quiet summer. We were
lucky to avoid wildfires, although
there have been ones around us. Since
Union County is bowl-shaped, smoke
tends to blow in and stay. It will be
great to have clean air again.

We had a chapter yard sale. Rather
than pricing the donated items, buyers
were asked what they were willing to
pay. Some high-end items were priced.
The sale was quite successful.

Members are looking forward to our
annual Family Picnic, held August 8 at
Russ and Mary West’s house in Imbler.
This is a great opportunity to visit in
an informal setting.

September will bring our new slate of
officers and the beginning of a new
biennium.

District 2

Alpha (Klamath Co.): Alpha mem-
bers met at Brenda Jensen’s home

for barbecued hamburgers. Meeting
dates were selected, and we discussed
projects to pursue this biennium.
Scholarships for Alpha members will
be available this year. Ashley Chandler
was able to attend. She is excited to
become a collegiate member. You will
hear more about Ashley once she be-
comes a member! We are very excited
to welcome her. (Check out the Alpha
article, tool)

District 3

Sigma (Bend, Redmond, Central
Oregon): Sigma had no scheduled
meetings or activities this summer.

District 5

Alpha Epsilon (Salem and Marion
& Polk Cos.: We did a tasty ice cream
social (no calories counted!!) in June,
followed by a duty-free teachers lunch
in July. Over half our member partici-
pated! Food and fun attracted us.

On August 28, our newest member,
Tara Heikila will host Because We
Stay: A Photographic Exhibition. The
purpose was to focus visitors on ex-
periencing the power of teachers who
endure (i.e., those who teach for years
and years!) through photographs.

Beta Beta (Tigard/Tualatin/Sher-
wood): GARAGE SALE:
SUCCESSFUL AGAIN!

In July, Beta Beta held their annual
garage sale. Days before the sale,
members spent days pricing donated
items placed for sale. Some individual
members had already priced the items
they donated to the sale. July 25 was
spent transporting items to the sale
and organizing items into categories to
make shopping easier for our buyers.

Due to the generosity of The North-
west Christian Church, where our
member Trudi Sang is a director,

we were able to hold our sale there.
They provided space both indoors and
outdoors so we could hold the sale
over two days. This helped boost our
profits.

An enormous thanks to all our mem-
bers who donated; set up the sale;
worked the sale; helped clean up after
the sale; transported left-over goods to
be donated to other charities. An even
bigger thank you to all the spouses and
other family members who pitched in
to help us in this endeavor. Thanks to
the dedication and energy of all these
people, we had a profit of around
$4,000! More money to plug back into
our local schools.

(See the Beta Beta articles, too. Lots is
going on.)

District 6
Chi (Clackamas):

Summer picnic for Chi Chapter
Photos by Jo Strom Lane, right

ﬂ-__..-_ [ ——
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Ten members of Chi met at Sue
Craig’s home to celebrate the be-
ginning of fall and the new school
year. Following a super meal, great
fellowship and summer stories, plans
were made for chapter programs this
year. President Liz distributed copies
of the new Chi brochure, It was well
received by all.

We would all LOVE to hear
from every chapter in Ore-
gon for the Winter Trail.

Send your Chapter Chatter
to Marie by December 20 to
be sure you are included.

The New Oregon Trail is an official publication of the Oregon State Organization of DKG Society International for Key

Women Educators. Marie Mueller, editor.
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Darlene’s Travels

See also page 3 with State Zoom sessions.

Aug 28 Tara Heikila’s Because We Stay (photography) Salem

Oct. 17 Beta Gamma Canby

Oct 19 Oregon Fall Conference Mary’s Woods, Lake Oswego
May 2-3 Oregon State Convention 2025 EZE?{]/\CI):stern Boulder Falls
Oct. 21 Zeta LaGrande

Nov. 23 Alpha Phi Portland

Dec. 9 Beta Beta (Lasagna Dinner) Tigard

7/29-8/2, 2025

International Conference

New Orleans, Louisiana

Contact Darlene (dcook.dkg@gmail.com) to confirm her visit with your chapter this year!






