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RECOGNIZING

OREGON ROSES
for 2024-2025

’.

To our readers: This is a “first edition” for this type of document. The purpose
is to provide an historical record of membership changes, and we want to en-
sure that all our readers have the chance to meet new members (our Red Roses)
and to say a fond farewell to those members who joined Chapter Eternal (our
White Roses). Coverage goes from the 2024 Spring Conference to the 2025
State Convention.




RED ROSES

Joined DKG of Oregon between May 18, 2024, and May 2, 2025

At the May 2025 convention, new members were honored with a display trifold constructed
by Sandy Watts, Alpha Omicron/4. The board was originally designed by Audrey Cant, Zeta/I.
These shorter biographies were copied from that display and edited slightly for the newsletter,

rather than a quick scan while standing. Longer documents were sent by chapters for the
Oregon Trail.




Allison Willett

Alpha Chapter

Allison has earned her associate’s degree in
Early Childhood Education and is planning
to enroll in a bachelor’s program.

She worked for two years as a Transition
Kindergarten co-teacher and is currently a
Head Start teacher in Klamath Falls.

She is involved in car clubs and has a dog
who keeps her company.

Anika Swisher

Alpha Chapter

Anika earned her Bachelor of Arts in Italian
Literature & Language at California State
University Sacramento and the University of
Florence, Italy, in 1987. She added a Multiple
Subject Credential for K-12 from California
State University Los Angeles in 1998. She also
received Master Teacher Training certificate-
from the University of California LA.

Anika is currently a substitute for the Klamath
County and Klamath Falls City School Dis-
tricts.

Honors include.

 Disney Teacher of the Year nominee, 2001

» Washington Unified School District Teach-
er of the Year, 2010

« Yolo County Teacher of the Year, 2010

o West Sacramento, Veternas of Foreign
Wars, Teacher of the Year, 2010 & 2011.



Ashley Doty

Alpha Chapter
(Collegiate Member)

Ashley recently graduated from Southern Ore-
gon University with a degree in teaching. She
has accepted a 3rd grade teaching position at
Joseph Conger Elementary School in Klamath
Falls! With this position, she now becomes
an active member. Congratulations, Ashley!!

She is kept busy with her husband, three-year-
old son, three labradors, a chihuahua, and four
cats.

Dr. Ann Gaffney

Omega Chapter
(transfer from Epsilon in New
Hampshire)

Dr. Ann Gaffney is a new member in Omega
Chapter, having transferred her membership
from Epsilon Chapter in New Hampshire
where she was inducted on her birthday in
2006! She now lives in Ashland, Oregon.

Ann has been an educator for 28 years. She
was a middle school teacher in Londonderry,
New Hampshire, for 20 years where she was
very active in the union and was honored by
the President of the United States as a 2014
recipient of the Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.

She then spent 4 years as the assistant princi-
pal of a PK-8 school in Chester, New Hamp-
shire, where she was also in charge of cur-
riculum. Dr. Ann currently works in EdTech
where she is on the development team for a
new K-6 core math program and is in charge
of teacher, student, and family supports.



Ann’s interests include helping out with her Kristie Bullock
son’s robotics team and her recent run for

Ashland School District Board of Directors. Beta Beta Chapter
When she does find herself with free time, Dr.
Ann finds nothing quite as enjoyable as a new
young-adult-fiction book.

Charlene Bassine
Alpha Omicron Chapter

Kristie Bullock has dedicated over 23 years to
the field of education and currently serves as a
secretary at Tualatin High School. Her dynam-
ic career has included roles such as campus
security, club advisor, curriculum support, and
youth group leader. Kristie loves golden re-
trievers!

Charlene retired after 34 years in education as
a science teacher and school principal for the
David Douglas School District in Portland,
Oregon. She enjoys traveling, gardening and
community service.




Laura Blair
Alpha Chapter

L 4

Laura retired as the Special Education Director
for the Klamath County School District. After
retirement, she served on the Klamath County
School District Board of Directors.

Leyieta Noland
Alpha Chapter

Leyieta is a classsroom coach for Head Start
in Klamath Falls. Prior to that, she taught
preschool for four years. Leyieta owns a small
specialty bakery. In her spare time, she enjoys
running, cooking, and baking.

Lois Isbell
Beta Beta Chapter

Lois dedicated 15 years to teaching before
retiring. Her work included teaching alcohol
safety classes for bartenders and servers, high-
lighting her commitment to education in di-
verse areas. In retirement, Lois enjoys reading,
walking, and playing bridge.

Michelle Miller
Beta Beta Chapter (Transfer)

Michelle’s career began in an Eskimo vil-
lage in Alaska, a place that provided a unique
contrast to her roots. Over the years, her




family’s needs led her to teach in a wide range Jordyn Krake
of settings, including elementary and middle

schools, colleges, and even a prison GED pro- Psi Chapter

gram. Beyond teaching, Michelle has served -

as a coach, tutor, consultant, and evaluator. l oo 8 'W\
] l y

Now retired, Michelle enjoys dancing, hiking,
baking, reading, and assembling jigsaw puz-
zles. She is also an avid traveler.

Megan Brown
Omega Chapter

Jordyn joined Psi Chapter in July 2023 as a
collegiate member. Psi is proud to say that
Jordyn has been an active member since 2024.
She has been working part-time and the last
that Psi President Kelly heard, Jordyn was on

medical leave. She is searhing for a position in
Megan Brown is a new member in the Ome- Special Education.

ga Chapter. She has been an educator for 15
years at Illinois Valley High School in Cave
Junction, Oregon, where she spent 12 years

in the classroom and is currently the school’s
Title I Intervention Coordinator. When she is
not teaching or doing union work in her role as
secretary of her local association, she spends
her time reading, road tripping, crafting, and
painting.




CAROL YAHNER

LAMBDA CHAPTER

Carol Yahner, a lifelong learner, is the newest
member of Lambda Chapter. She graduated
from Purdue University with a BA in 1991.
Her experiences include serving the State

of Hawaii as a Legislative Analyst and Staff
Director at the Hawaii State Legislature, and
she later became the State Coordinator for the
Hawaii State Coalition Against Sexual Assault.
While living in Hawaii, Carol also pursued
her education and licensure in Swedish mas-
sage. Continuing her interests in community
health, Carol joined the Peace Corps and lived
in a remote area in Suriname for three years,
working on water quality and women’s health
projects.

Carol obtained her master’s in fine arts from
the University of Oregon in 2023 and contin-
ues her 30+ years’ experience in the field of
somatic integration within these diverse areas:
massage therapy, painting/printmaking prac-
tices, and as a practitioner and instructor of the
iRest method of Yoga Nidra. In all aspects of
her work, Carol’s respect for the human body’s
innate intelligence and its ability to continually
adapt and compensate for the stressors of daily

life is reflected in her approach toward engag-
ing others in their own creative pursuits. In
addition to her massage and art practices, she
is a teaching assistant with the Barral Institute
(a manual therapy education institute) and will
begin teaching Yoga Nidra classes this fall.

MARIA ROSA FABIAN ALVISO

LAMBDA CHAPTER

Maria Rosa Fabian Alvizo is a Mexican ed-
ucator and student advocate with significant
experience in fostering community relation-
ships. Her work focuses on advocating for
students’ rights to education and ensuring that
students receive the necessary support for
academic success. During a decade (+) in Lane
County, she has engaged with diverse commu-
nities, promoting inclusivity and respect for
cultural identities. Her travels to 20+ coun-
tries have provided her with a global perspec-
tive and a deep appreciation for multicultural-
ism and its impact on education.

In her role, Maria Rosa has supported several
school districts in Lane County, emphasizing
school attendance and the reintegration of
students into the educational system through
a holistic approach. These efforts strengthen



connections between families and schools.
Bilingual communication, cultural sensitivity,
and community involvement help create in-
clusive learning environments. Maria engages
families through motivational interviewing,
understanding of the educational system, and
recognition of cultural barriers many families
face.

Maria Rosa holds a Master of Arts in Teaching
with an endorsement in Elementary Education
and is pursuing a micro credential in Child

Behavioral Health at the University of Oregon.

She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish from
the University of Oregon and is certified in
Social Services Competency-Based Training
from Portland State University. Additionally,
she is working toward global certifications in
Tension and Trauma Releasing Exercises and
Yoga Teacher Training. Throughout her career,
Maria Rosa has demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to collaboration with educators, par-
ents, specialists, and community organizations
to promote student success and well-being,
advocating for historically underserved com-
munities.

LAMBDA: L-to-R

Priscilla Ing, Lambda’s
Membership Chair

Maria Alviso,
New Lambda Member

Carol Yahner,
New Lambda Member



CHAPTER ETERNAL
WISHING OUR WHITE ROSES GOOD-BYE
at the
WHITE ROSE CEREMONY
May 2, 2025

At the White Rose Ceremony, the photo and text were displayed on a large screen for all to view. As the
tribute finished, the presenter placed a white rose into the bouquet in memory of the member who had
passed.

Tribute presenters:

Lynn Hughes, Omega, District 2 Coordinator: Ellen Ellis (1/8/1930 - 4/8/2025)
Sandy Watts, Alpha Omicron, Dst. 4 Coordinator: Shirley Anne Mann (5/9/1942 - 6/28/2024)
Kate Kelleher, Beta Beta: Colleen Willis (9/6/1946 - 2/18/2024)
Nancy Lewis, Beta Beta, Oregon Parliamentarian: Pauletta Robertson (12/22/1931 - 5/22/2024)
Catie Thurber-Brown, Beta Beta Dr. Carlotta Holley (8/22/1928 - 9/5/2024)
Ardeth Woods, Beta Gamma: Carole Lake (12/10/1943-4/5/2025)
Jean Fairbairn, Chi, District 6 Coordinator: Elia Lago Harmon (5/16/20 - 8/8/2024)
Kathy Martell, Alpha Epsilon, Dst. 5 Coordinator: Marjorie Reuling (11/2/1934-3/12/2025)




Elia Lago Harmon
District 6, Chi

In May 2025, Chi Chapter was informed that
our oldest member (104) had passed away.
Elia Harmon lived with her son and daughter-
in-law as they had cared for her over the past
several years.

Elia was a bright, energetic woman who was
loved by all. She always had time to assist a
teacher or principal or friend in whatever proj-
ect popped up.

Elia came to the US from Cuba as a “pur-
chased” bride at the age of 16, and she never
quit learning and giving. After a divorce and
the birth of her son, she decided that she need-
ed an education and her new life began.

Elia spoke fluent Spanish and English and
launched her career in education. She taught at
the secondary level and went on to earn an MA
in Library Science.

She was active in the community, always
accepted a challenge, loved her son, loved
learning , and loved the act of teaching. Chi
Chapter sisters will miss her very much. Her
willingness to help and the smile and humor
she shared with all of us will not be forgotten.

Carole Lake
District 6, Beta Gamma
Charter member

Carole Schneider Lake passed away on April
5, 2025, after declining health for many years.
She was 81 years old.

In 1980 Carole was a charter member of Beta
Gamma Chapter of DKG. She held the of-
fice of treasurer for many years and served as
co-president for 4 years. She continued her
membership until her health made it difficult
to attend meetings.

Carole retired from Canby School District in
1996. She loved her job as a librarian and her
legacy to Canby children and school district is
that she started the libraries at Eccles, Lee, and
Trost Elementary Schools.

After Carole retired, she pursued her other
passion of traveling and became a successful
travel agent. She loved the opportunity to plan
trips for her clients, many of whom had been
her colleagues.




Marjorie Knapp Reuling
District 5, Alpha Delta
State President 1991-1993

Marjorie Virginia (Knapp) Reuling passed
away on March 12, 2025.

Born November 2, 1934, in Globe, Arizona, to
Grayson and Ina (Elmlund) Knapp, Marjorie
moved to Portland with her family in 1941.
She graduated from Grant High School (1952)
and Oregon State University (1956).

Marjorie married John Reuling in 1959, and
they moved to Salem in 1968. A dedicated
educator, she taught fourth grade in Portland
and kindergarten in Salem. Active in her com-
munity, Marjorie served on school advisory
commissions, in scouting, and with Delta
Kappa Gamma, Salem Zenith Women’s Club,
AAUW, and South Salem Seniors. She volun-
teered at the Oregon State Legislature, Salem
Hospital, and the Salem Police Department,
and held positions on the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, the Governor’s Commission
on Senior Services, and the NW Senior and
Disability Services Agency Advisory Council.
Marjorie and John celebrated 50 years of mar-
riage before his passing in 2010.

Carlota Perez Holley
District 5, Beta Beta

Carlota Pérez Holley, a charter member of
Beta Beta Chapter and a dedicated educator,
passed away on September 5, 2024, at age 96.
Her impactful teaching career spanned from
1952 to 1999, during which she taught Span-
ish, French, and history to students ranging
from elementary to college.

Originally from Gtiines, Cuba, she came to the
U.S. for college, earning her undergraduate
degree from Birmingham-Southern College
and pursuing graduate studies at institutions
such as Duke, Auburn, and the University of
Madrid.

Carlota’s career took her across various
schools in both Alabama and Oregon, with her
longest tenure at Clackamas Community Col-
lege, where she taught Spanish for 29 years.
Upon her retirement, the college honored her
with an endowment in her name for students in
need.

A dedicated member of Beta Beta since 1979,
Carlota contributed to many chapter activ-
ities while fostering deep connections with

her sisters. She lived a life rich in volunteer
work and international exchanges, establishing



cultural exchange programs and accompany-
ing students to study abroad. Carlota’s legacy
lives on through her son Stephen and the many
students whose lives she touched. Her life was
filled with an enduring love for education,
travel, and her Cuban heritage. She will be re-
membered for her grace, wisdom, and warmth.

Pauletta Robertson
District 5, Beta Beta
Founding Member

Pauleta Robertson was a pioneering educa-

tor and a charter member of Beta Beta. Born
in Oregon City, she grew up in the Redland
area and attended Oregon State College (now
OSU), earning a degree in Home Economics
and PE. Her teaching career spanned 36 years,
including positions at Toledo High School and
Tigard High School. Pauleta was recognized
multiple times as Teacher of the Year and was
heavily involved in volunteer activities. Paule-
ta’s adventurous spirit led her to travel exten-
sively, visiting Europe, Asia, and all 50 states.

Over the years, Pauleta helped with many
chapter projects, programs, and fundraisers
--she was a tireless and cheerful worker. She
participated in many social events, particularly
the spring tea, serving on the committee many
times. One of the last times Beta Beta saw
Pauleta was in May 2024, preparing scones for
that spring’s tea. She was her usual energetic

self, and it was a fun and conversation filled
day. A few days after the tea, she passed away
following surgery on May 22, 2024. Her life-
long dedication to education, volunteerism,
and travel left a rich legacy that continues to
nspire.

Ellen Ellis
District 2, Omega Chapter

Ellen Ellis, Omega Chapter, joined DKG in
1997. She taught elementary grades for 40
years in Texas, California, and Oregon. Ellen
passed away on April 8, 2025, at her home.
She was 96.

Her biggest thrill in teaching was six weeks
in Shanghai, China, teaching Conversational
English to two groups of Chinese teachers in
1993.

Ellen served as president of the Colonial La-
dies Club, the Retired Educators, and Omega
Chapter of DKG. She was District 2 Coordina-
tor for one biennium. As a member of Epsilon
Sigma Alpha, a philanthropic organization, El-
len served as State President 1986-1987. You
probably noticed her big dogs in the photo!
She loved raising them, gardening, and crafts.



Shirley Anne Mann
District 4, Alpha Omicron
Membership Chair 2017-2021

Shirley Anne Mann was born in Columbia
County, Oregon, in 1942, and passed away in
Columbia County in 2024, at age 82. She is
survived by her husband, 2 children, 7 grand-
children and 25 great-grandchildren. While
her church and family were the centers of her
life, Shirley also enjoyed quilting, canning
gardening, and genealogy. She was a life-long
learner.

Shirley earned her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in education from Portland State Univer-
sity. During her teaching career, Shirley taught
kindergarten in five different Columbia County
Schools. She became an active member of
Alpha Omicron Chapter in 1992.

Shirley also served DKG at the state level as
Oregon’s membership chair for four years
(2017-2021). She wrote and produced beauti-
ful White Rose Ceremonies for state confer-
ences and conventions.

She served her chapter as president, recording
secretary and as chairman of the BEAR Pro-
gram. Shirley was always ready to help with
chapter fundraisers. DKG members will miss
her smile, dedication, and friendship.

Colleen Willis
District 5, Beta Beta
Honorary Member

Colleen Willis was an extraordinary woman
who loved books and shared that enthusiasm
with readers who entered Books, Etc., in Ti-
gard as well as at Community Partners for
Affordable Housing, also in Tigard, where she
both volunteered many hours and was em-
ployed during summer hours. She also spent
time at Nike as a mentor.

After she chose to close the store, she con-
tinued to maintain a customer base for a few
years, always offering 15% discount with or-
ders. She volunteered at Community Partners
with after-school programs offering crafts, ex-
ercise time, and mentoring as needed. During
summers, she managed and carried out day-
long activities for children in that community.

Colleen was pleased to be recognized and hon-
ored by our chapter. Unfortunately, her sched-

ule was such that her beloved, long-time book

club met at the same day/time that our chapter

met.

For the reasons listed above, Colleen exempli-
fied DKG ideals and goals.



